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INTRODUCTION. iii: - 
they atiſt: The following Let» 
ters, therefore; us processing ö 
from à Noblemians wheſe great 
talents promiſed mo ſmall utilit ß 
to his country and whole, che- 
— racter has been the ſubyect of | 
ſuch general ſpeculation, will, - 


without doubt, meet with a fa- 


N weite endes di Scha 


wed. CHOY; 12 ze * ch ie 8 7 5 


| That they were not written 


with the moſt diſtant idea of 
being offered to the world, will! 


be evident to every reader; and, 
ſurely, no ineonſiderable ſhard of 
merit will be allowed them from 
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A 
proflions,, which, however come: © 
mon in faſhionable life, or un- 
obſerved in faſhionable conver- 
ſatidn would - not- juſtify! their | 
being contenſed-into print, and 
might give cauſe of W pe ; 
the ee reader.” 8 


These ney db eee | 
gularity in the diſpoſition of the; 
| Letters; the tbirteenib, and the 
_ loft, ſhould have an earlier place: 
bot they were already numeri- 
cally arranged; and, as a-precife. | 

order does not ſeem to be, mate- 
tial, no alteration of this kind has | 
HET. * 7A ” RR been 
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'INTRODUCTION. 
perſons to whom theſe Letters 
were addreſſed: though it is ra- 
ther natural to ſuppoſe, that 
every reader, who has lived in 
the world, will form very pro- 
bable conjectures of them, with- 
out any great exerciſe of thought 
or power of divination, | 
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you do me great "injuſtics :* * 
ws 
receive your letters with the 
gfcitelt pleafure; and 1 gave your 
laſt the hat welcome, though evety” 
line was big with reproaches to me. 
I feel” tayfelf* greatly. mortifled that” 
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you ſhould hoon 4 ſuſpicion 
_ neglect an my part. e T ceaſe 
to anſwer. your addfeſſes, you will 
be juſtiſied in ſuppoſing me careleſs 
about them: till then, you will, I 


leaſt as relates to yourſelf, to think 


well of me. 1 very, ſenſibly feel 


the advantage of. your good opinion, 
and the loſs of it would greatly af- 


fect me. You may be aſſured that 
my inſenſibility to reputation is not 


ſuch as ſome part of my conduct 


may have given *. reaſon to be- 
all his. n | 


kleve⸗ : for, after, 


© and. looking big, the. heart, af the 
worſt man cannot be at eaſe, when. 


5 he forces a look of contempt to- 
wards the ill opinion of mankind. 
; 14 * GW "> £4 
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an hy pocrite twelve "hours O,jE — © 2 
the font and twenty; and hypber i- 
which Vice pays to Virtue: un- 
willingly, I confeſs ; but ſtill the is 
forced to pay a: as 4 Po wt 
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I will moſt frankly acknowledge 
to you, that | have bern as well 
diſpoled to turn my back upon be 
good opinion of the world a ß 
one b ide und that 1 have ſores. | 
times aecompliſhec this is important 
bußteld Without Confußon of Factz 7 
but ever” without —confufion B 
Heitt. On a late very mortifying 
occaſſon, it was not in my power t6 © 
8 enhey with-one or the 
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ode er other to un yn 


ple, whexe, aben public and kavoue 3 


lage, you may find, not only 1 
ception, but applauſe - little earthly 5 


pandemoniums, where you, meet with 
every means to buſh the pains of re+ 
flection, and to guard againſt; the + 
intruſions of conſcience. It requizes + - 
2, moſt gigantic reſolution to (uffer 355 2 
Pain, when paſſiop. quickens _ 1 
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nor — be 4 
martyr ! So much do I Hate and 
deteſt pain, that I think all good 
muſt be dear thar is to be purchaſed 
with! * - Penitence is a rack where 
offences have been gtievous. To ſit 
alone and court Reſlection, which 
will come perhaps, erery moment, 
with a ſwinging fin at her back, and 
to be humble and patient beneath 
the fripes of ſuch a 4 ſeaurge; by 
heavens, it is not in human nature 
to beat it! I am fore, at leaſt, it is 
not i in mine. If 1 cobld' go to con- 
feffion, like A good papiſt, and have 


the {core wiped off at onee, 2 Ia 
Le beure / But to . like a 
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mant and Ppterzal ones fœr m re- 
55 _ Theſe, expreſſions, of 
Wremen b 
page -upayntnes ther, like the 
King in Hamlet, I- had bent the 
aupboen ſmeus of my knees, When 
it occurred to me that my devorions 
migbt be ſeen through the keychole. 
"This. dee us from my pious atti- 
tude; and, having ſecured this aper- 
tue, fo unfriendly to ſecret deeds, 1 
. thought, it would not be an uſeleſs 
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Fim alſo; and, during Were 
8 muſic, which firuck up in the 
Meet + cavght wy. attention, and 
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9 
ideas: ſo | girded on my ſword and 
went to the Little Theatre in the 
Haymarket, where Mrs. Cal and the 
| Revetend Dr: Spain ſoott put me 
deut of humour: with praying, and 
| tg burnout with-myſelf”-/- £7 28 
-& 17. * . 452 49d. ic 
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1 really vgs etter in very. 7 
ter kiel, ; and, thou gh daß 
firayed "from my 285 airs. ny 
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— ſamething that wears a i ludicrous oY 
 pearance, I beg of you not to pive , 
up all hopes of my amendment. K 
there were but half a dozen "people 
in the world, who would afford me 
| the kind encou nt 1 receive . 
from you, it would, verily believe, 
"AK a reformation in the prodigals 
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1 
whipfter inſults me! If honovre- 
ble men were to ſpeak of me with 
contempt, I ſhould ſubmit without 
reſentment ; for I have deſerved it. 
If they ſhould beſtow their pity 
upon me, I ſhould thank them for 
giving me more than 1 deſerve, If 
mankind deſpiſe, I have only to reſiſt 
or fly from the contempt ; but to be 
an object of ſupercilious airs, from 
one who, two years ago, would have 
wiped the duſt from off my ſhoes, 
and who, perhaps, two years hence, 
will be proud of the ſame office,. 2 
puny prattler who does not poſſeſs a 
ſufficient degree of talent or impor- 
tance to give dignity either to virtue 
or crime,. — l ſay, to be the butt of 
ſuch a one ſeverely mortifies me, 
* EY - Were 


3 \ 


. 
Were I on the other fide of the w 
ter, his backbiting looks and ſhrugs 
ſhould be changed in à moment to 
well · made bows and ſuppliant poſ- 
tures; If 1 live, the ſcurvy knave 
ſhall do me homage | lt really frets 
me, that I cannot, in four-and-twenty 
hours, meet him face to face, and 
make his ſubſervient attentions give 
the lie to his humbling compaſſion, 
in the preſence of thoſe before whom 
be. has traduced me. The day: of 
my revenge will come, when he ſhalt- 
open his mouth for me to ſpit in 
it, as he was wont to do, and per- 
form every dirty trick for which 
parafites were formed. His genius 
is to fetch and carry; a very ſpaniel, 
made to fawn and eat your leavings; 
| B 4 whoſe 


((;14 ) 
whoſe whole courage riſes no higher 
than to ape © fnarl. If I tive ts 
putlivg this ſniffling pedagogue, I 
Shall foe him make a fooliſh end of 
it. Mark my words—lI am a very 
e will 1 —_ 1 75 


5 Tbe laft word I have written puts 
me in mind of telling you that 
has been witk me for 
ſome time. The raſcal, who is 4 
prieſt into the bargain, carried 294 
fortis in a ſyringe for three months 
together, to {quiet the fiery liquor 
into the eyes of a fortunate rival. In 
this diabolical defign he ſucceeded, 
and the object of his malice was a 
ever deprived. of half his fight. 1 

oy converſed with: bim on the 
Mts _ horrors 


( oFs % 
honors of this wamſaction; » but the 
lialian finds a conſolation in bis 
own. infernal feelings, and a juftifi- | 
cation in the dying command of his 
Father, whoſe laſt words compoſed 
this emphatic ſentence,—** Remem- 


ber, my. 6251 that Revenge is feveet.” 


This man is capable of any vil 
lainy, if money is to be got by it; 
and I doubt bet but he might be 
bribed to undertake, without beſt 
tation, robbery, ſeduction, rape, and 
murder. However, my ſuperior vit- 
tue for once overawed his villainy : 
for he moſt certainly had it in his 
power to have robbed me of a large 
ſum of money, without the poſſibi- 
lity of a diſcovery ; and, if he 

thought 


0. 400 
thought it neceſſary, he might have 
diſpatched me with as little danger. l 
have fince aſked him what ſtrange fit 
of virtue, or fear of the devil, came 
acroſs him, when he had ſuch an 
opportunity to make bis fortune. 
The impudent raſcal replied, at once, 
that he had very powerful ſug- 
_ geſiions to ſend me to the other 
"world ; and that, if, fortunately for 
bim, I had poſſeſſed one fingle vir- 
tue, he ſhould, without ceremony, 
have diſpatched me to my reward. 
This event, 1 think, will make a 
compleat Mandivillean of me.. You 
ſee, for your encouragement, that 
 # bad life is good for ſomething ; 


and for the good exampſ which 
the world will receive from me in 
times 


0 237 2) | 
times to come, it will be indebted to 
-the very bad one I have already 
given it.— After this fignal and pro- 
vidential preſervation, I cannot but 
think that Heaven has ſomething 
particularly great in ſtore for me. 


As I tell it you, this hiftory has 
the air of a badinage.; but you may 
/ be affured that it is a real fact, and 
] am ſorry that the circumſtances of 
it are too long and various to be 
inſerted in a letter. 1 believe 
you know ſomething of the man; 
but, if you repeat what I have writs 
ten to any-one who is acquainted 
with him, you will ſoon find that I 
have had a very narrow eſcape. I 
have bribed. him to leave me, and 
' Sa he 
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( 18 ) 
de is grone fot Ex iand. T he ſtory of 
Lewis the Fburteentb and bis Barber 
is well known ; and you may, if you 
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'*LETTER rus THIRD, 
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My dear Friend, : 
* OUR letter, which 1 received 
no longer ago than yeſtetday, 
would do honour to the moſt cele- 
brated name among the moral 
writers of any period. It is the moſt 
ſenfible, eaſy, and conciſe Hiſtory of 
the Paſſions 1 have ever read. In: 
feed, it bas not been my fot to have 
— 


* 
geen any! great portion of my time 
to-fuct ſtudieʒ. The powers have 
kept me too much in the ſphere of 
theiv aun tumultuous whilrwinds,' | 
to leave me the leiſure of 
them. t have been, am, and I fear 
ſhall he. their ſpart and: theip flave; 
and when 1 ſhall acquire: that fere- 
me to examine them with a ꝑhiloſo · 
phical. ſetutiny, I cannot tell. My 
expectations are at ſuch a diſtance 
aſhamed. to mention my apprehen· 
ſions to you. It is, however, treat- 
ing you with the confidence you de- 
ſerve, to tell you, that from my. ſoul 
I think the very ſource of them muſt 
be dried up before. they will loſe 


their 


A 


0 
their empire over me. In the live- 
i expreſſion of the poet, they 
are the elements of life,” without 
which man would be a maſs of 
inſenſible and unintelligent matter. 
Now, it is that happy compound 
of theſe elementary particles of in- 
tellectual lie, that you ſo well de- 
ſcribe, ſo thoroughly underſtand, and 
ſo happily poſſeſs, which I deſpair 
of attaining. I have the reſolution 
to make reſolutions, but it extends 
no farther; I cannot keep them: 
and to eſcape from the miſery 
brought on by one paſſion, I have 
ſo habituated myſelf to bathe in a 
branch of the ſame flood, that J 
cannot look for any other relief,— 
You very naturally aſk me where 

N | ail 


— 


( wr ) 
all this muſt end ?—1, know not — 
and to ſimilar interrogatories | have 
ſometimes - madly replied, I care 
not !— But I ſhall not offend you 
with ſuch a declaration; and when 
I am writing to you, I do not feel 
myſelf diſpoſed to do it. In an- 
ſwering you, therefore, 1 ſhall adopt 
the language of the ruined gameſ- 
ter, who addreſſed his ſhadow in 


the glaſs : ce Je Vous ai dit et redit, 


Malbeureux ! que, ff vous continuita 
à faire de pareils tour, vous iriea 4 
Phpital. ba 


You lay great ſtreſs upon the 
powers of Reaſon, and, in truly phi- 
| ſophical language, heightened by 
the moſt proper and affecting ima- 
| 3 gery, 


r 
gery, profent this ſage diuectreſi of 
weak mona to my attention. FE 
receive hay at your hand, reſpe 
her as venus friend, and venerate' her 
as the cauſe of your faperiarity aver | 
me: but whether ſhe panecives that 
my reſpect is inſineene, of xememe: 
bers how ſhamefully I have neg» 
lefted ber; ſo it is, that ſhe flides 
inſenſibly from me, and I ſee her 
no more My hark rides ſteady for 
a moment, but it is not. long ere it 
again becomes the ſport of winds 
and billows. But, after all, and 
without any blaſphemous arraign- 
ment of the order of Providence, 
permit, me to aſk you, Why is this 
principle, implanted in our natures 
for the wiſe and happy regulation of 

them, 


(35 


its progreſs, and ſo late in its matu- 
fity ? If it is deſigned to controul 
our Paſſions, why does it not keep 
pace with -them ?—wherefore does 
it not grow with their growth, —and 
ſtrengthen with their ſtrength *—and 


bloflom ? Let us, however, take a 


youth to the firmneſs of mature 
ape, and we ſhall ſee that the Paſ- 
fions have only changed their form; 


driven from her throne, and even 
deſerts: thoſe who have moſt culti- 
vated her friendſhip, and ackncw- 
Vor. I. C ledged 


them, ſo weak in itſelf, ſo Now id 
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what cauſe can be aſſigned that the 
one are ripe for, gratification before 
the other has ſcarce burſted into 


long ſtride from the imbecillity of 


that Reaſon ſtilltotters, is frequently 


(4%) 
edged her power. The conteſt fre- 
quently continues through life, and 
the ſuperiority as often ends, where 

it always begins, on the fide of Paſ- 
fon. We may be ſaid even ſome- 
times ta outlive Reaſon, while Paſ. 
ſion of ſome kind, and, many times, 
ef the worſt kind, will preſerve its 
influence to the laſt. To conclude 
the matter, how often. does the lamp 
of human Reaſon become extinct, 
yeilding corporal nature a prey to 
Paſſion in the extreme, whoſe tor- 
tures are rendered more fierce by the 
iron reſtraints of neceſſary policy and 
medical inter poſition 


oh. 


If it were poffible to trace the 
cCourſe of Reaſon in the mind of the WW 
| | ns os vet 
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belt man chat erer lived, from its 
firſt budding to "A fulneſs of ma- 
turity, what a \ mortifying ſoene 
would be unveiled | What checks 
and delays, what tranquillity and 
tumult, what frequent extinction 
and renovation, what rapid flights 
and ſudden downfals, what conteſt 
and ſubmiſſion, would compoſe the 
operations of this rightful miſtreſs 
of human actions ! Men of cold tem- 
pers, and habituated to reflection, 
may cry up this diſtinctive faculty 
of man; they may chaunt its apo- 
theoſis, and build temples to its ho- 
nour : — ſuch were Lord Shafteſbury 
and Mr, Addiſon; —and they may 
be joined by thoſe whoſe fortunate 
education and early connections 

C 2 have 
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have gzven to their warmer diſpok- 
tions the beſt objects: in that con- 
ned but happy ſociety I muft 
place my friend, whoſe kind ſtar 
preſerved his youth from tempta- 
tion, and bleſt his bloom of man- 
hood with the: ample and all- ſatisfy- 
ing pleaſures of virtuous love.— 
You will not ſuſpect me of wiſhing 
to diminiſh the reality of that merit 
which I ſo much admire, or of a de- 
ſire to damp the glow:of that virtue 
whoſe luſtre cannot be diminiſhed 
by my envy, or heightened by my 
praiſe ; but, in the courſe of hu- 
man affairs, time'and chance have 
ſo much to do, that I cannot ſup- 
poſe even your worth to be without 


lome obligations to them. 
Te 


4 
* 
» 
1 
1 
4 
wy 
F 
5 
2 
n 
; 
k. Col 
4 
1 
2 
4 
I 
1 
A 
x 
* 


Y 
„ 
* 
1 
o 
= 
WJ 
" 
x 


(%). 
To conclude this very, very long 
letter, I muſt beg leave to obſerve,, 
that. I do not underſtand why Rea- 
ſon, that divinity of philoſophers, 
ſhould be cooped up in the con- 
fined region of the. brain,. while the- 
Paſhons are permitted to range at 
large, and without reſtraint, through 
every other part of the body.—l 
ſee you ſtnile ;—but be aſſured that 
theſe two jarring powers are, for a 
moment, both united in me, to af- 
fure you that J am; with a real fins- 


cerity, 
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AVAILmyſelf, Madam, of the ve. 

ry obliging offer you made me of 
ſuffering a ſmall parcel to occupy an 
uſeleſs. pocket in your coach. It is. 
of ſome little importance ; but if the 
Cuſtom-houſe officers at Dover ſhould 
ſuſpect you of being a ſmuggler of 
lace, as you certainly are of other: 
and better things, and inſiſt upon 
examining its contents, I beg you 
will indulge their curioſity without 
ceremony. On your arrival in Lon- 
don, when any of your ſervants ſhould 
be unemployed, I muſt defire the ad- 
5 diticnal 


ditional favour of its being ſent ter · 
the place where it is addreſſed. 


L feel myſelf extremely mortified;.. 
that a cold. which forbids me to utter 
any thing more than a whiſper, ſhould: 
have prevented me from offering you 
my perſonal wiſhes for your health. 
and happineſs, an agreeable journey, 
and a ſafe arrival in England, where 
your friends will feel a delight in ſee- 
ing you, which can be only equalled: 
by their regrer whom you have left 

behind. Among the number of them 
I am not the leaſt fincere ; and; tho' B 
found your gates but very ſeldom open 
for me, I am truly grateful to you for 
the pleaſure I received whenever you 


3 indulged 


(go Y 
indulged me with the honour of an 
admittance. 


Perhaps your caution, in this par- 
ticular, proceeded from an ill opinion 

of me: you might conſider me as a 
perſon too dangerous to break with 
openly, or too intruding to truſt 
with familiarity. If ſo, you have 
done me wrong, and, what is more, 
you have done injuſtice to yourſelf. 
There is a dignity in virtue like 
yours, which commands reſpect from 
all; and the worſt of men would be 
overawed in his approaches to it. 
Perhaps, Madam, there was alſo a 
little compaſſion mingled with. your 
reſerve. You muſt be. conſcious of 
Maur charms; but, poſſeſſed of an 
| | | heart; 


N 

heart which would find no glory in 
coquettiſh triumphs, you did not 
fuffer me to approach you, leſt I 
ſhould be ſcorched. by the beams of 
that beauty which is ſufficient: to in- 
flame all, and which you . preſerve 
for one. If ſuch humane conſidera- 
tions governed the orders which were 
given to your Swiſs, it becomes me 
to expreſs, my grateful ſenſe of your 

kindneſs; but, if you acted from mo- 
tives not ſo favourable to me, I muſt 
lament, as a tenfold misfortune, that 
you ſhould add another thong to the. 
ſcourge of Injuſtice. 


I believe in my heart, that your 
ſociety, and ſuch as I ſhould have 
met with you, would have been of 

0 


I 

great uſe and benefit to me; and 
that, in being ſo ſparing of your wel. 
comes, you omitted: doing a great 
good. The very buſineſs of this 
letter has made a gloomy mind Jeſs 
gloomy ;. and, if I had half a dozen 
letters to write to half a dozen per- 
fons like yourſelf, if ſo many could 
be found in the world, it would make 
this day, in ſpite of every unpleaſant 
indiſpoſition, one of the happieſt and 


| beſt of my life. During the future 


part of it, what of good or honour is 
deftined for me, I cannot tell; but 
I ſhall ever confider it as a very 
great and moſt. flattering privilege, 
whenever you wilk permit me, in 
any manner, to aſſure you with what 
real reſpect Ys 
IIS Lam, &c, &c: 
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LETTER TRI FIFT H. 


F all the birds in the air; who 
ſhould have been here but 
—2 1 — 1 met her in the, 


where ſhe could not well avoid me, 


though I ſaw in her looks a wiſh to do 
it. She received me therefore with 
great politeneſs; converſed with much 
eaſe and vivacity during the walk; 
and, when I requeſted permiſſion to- 
wait on her, ſhe granted it, in that ſort: 
of manner, which told me, in as ſtrong- 
terms as looks could give, © You are 
ce very ĩimprudent to riſł ſuch a requeſt; 
Shut, as an abſolute refuſal might 
* raiſe- conjectures in thoſe about 

G us 


4 5 


ec us unfavourable to you, I will not 
« anſwer you with a denial, and my 


4 gates ſhall not always be ſhut againſt 


e you. But you will do well to pro- 
6 portion your vifits to what you may 
naturally conceive to be my defire,” 
And ſhe has kept her word. During 
fix weeks that ſhe was here, I called 
ten times, and was admitted only. 
thrice, when there was a great deal 
of company.— This is a very ſuperior 
woman; for, while ſhe. conducts her- 
ſelf in ſuch a manner to me, as to 
tell me plainly that the reſpect ſhe. 
has for my family is the only in- 
ducement to give me the reception 
ſhe does, there is not a fingle look. 


ſuffered to eſcape her, from which 


any perſon. might, form the moſt. 
85 diſtant 
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Aſtant ſuſpicion of her ſentiments 
concerning me. It is my blab of a 
conſcience that does the buſineſs for 
me ;—it is that keen-fighted lynx; 
which ſees things impervious toevery 
other eye: and thus I.expoſe myſelf 
to myſelf, when I appear without 
ſpot or blemiſh to the circle about 


. — is a very ſine wo- 
man, a very ſenſible woman, and; 
what is more rare, a very rational wo- 
man. The three qualities of beauty, 
talents, and wiſdom, which are ge- 
nerally ſuppoſed to be incompatible 
in the ſame female character, are, 
however, united in her. There is 
another circumſtance which, though 
-2 rake, 
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. 
u rake, I cannot but admire, and 
which the moſt diſſolute reſpect in 
others, though they are ſtrangers to 
it themſelves;—I mean conſtancy. 
From the united principles of duty 
and affectien, the is faithful to her 
huſband; who, to ſay the truth, 
highly deſerves it. Such a woman 
is capable of making the bad good, 
the inconſtant ſtable, and the giddy 
-wiſe ; and he, who would wiſh to ſee 
what is moſt. perfect and reſpectable 
in the female character, would do 
well to make a pilgrimage to ſee 
.and\ converſe with her. I was ſo 
very much afflicted with a cold, as 
-not to be able to go and hand her 
to the coach on her departure; which 
was 2 circumſtance Kill more afflict- 


ino 
Ing 


. 
— 
E 
þ 
y 
4 
4 
* 
pl 
* 


Wann 


CAE CTC 


SE 
ing than the cold: ſo I conſoled 
myſelf by writing her a letter, which 
was half ſerious, more than half gal- 
lant, and almoſt fincere. 


If you could, by any means, dif- 
-cover,—and I ſhould think it would 
be in your power to do it without 


moch trouble;—whether ſhe has at 


any time mentioned it, and, if ſo, 
in what manner ſhe expreſſed her- 
ſelf, you would very ſenſibly gratify 
the Curioſity —_ 

' Your affectionate, &c. 


LETTER 


tw) 


LETTER ru SIXTH, 


Tr is fo long fince I received your 
. letter, that I am almoſt aſhamed 
To anſwer it; and be aſſured, that, 
in writing my apology, and aſking 
your pardon, I act with a degree of 
reſolution that I have ſeldom experi- 
enced. I hardly expe&that you will 
receive the one or grant the other: 
I do not deſerve either, or indeed any 
:kindneſs from you of any ſort; for 
J have been very ungrateful. I am 
-myſelf very ſenſible of it, and very 
-much apprehend that you will be of 


the ſame opinion. I was never more 
conſcious 


g 
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conſcious of my follies than at this 
moment: and, if you ſhould have 
withdrawn yourſelf from the very 
ſew friends which are left me, I ſhall 
not dare to complain; for I deſerve 
the loſs, and can only lament that 
another and a deeper ſhade will be 
added to my life. The very idea of 
ſuch a misfortune is moſt grievous ; 
and nothing can be more painful 
than the reflection of ſuffering it 
from a fatal, ill- ſtarr d, and abortive 
infatuation which will prove my 
bane. I have written letters, ſince 
I - received yours, to many who 
have never done me any kindneſs; 
so ſome: who have betrayed me; and 
so others whole correſpondence ad- 
miniſtered no one comfort to my 


Vai. I. D heart, 
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heart, or honour to my character; 
and for them, at leaſt engaped with 
them, I have neglected you, to whoſe 
difiaterefied friendſhip I am fo much 
indebted; and which is now become 
the only point, wherean to fix my 
anchor of W | 


But this is not all: n I 

” have ſomething within me which 
would whiſper your forgiveneſs ; for 
you know of what frail materials I am 
made, and have; ventured, in the face 
of the world's malice, to prognofli- 
cate favaurably of my riper life. But 
I fear that you will think meanneſs 
added to ingratitude, when I tell you, 
that I am called back to acknowledge 
your paſt goodneſs to me, and to ak 
a repetition 
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4 
a repetition” of it, not from any te- 
newedl ſentiments of honour or gra- 
weude, bot by immedidte and wring- 
ing diſtres. In ſuch a ſituation your 
idea preſented itſelf to me; an idea 
which was not encouraged in ſeaſons 
of enjoyment. ; never wiſhed to 
ſhare my - ptcafuve, but, like the 
frſt-botn of friendfivp, it - haſtened 
to partake my pain. Though it 
came in ſo lovely a- form, I dared 
not bid it welcome; and I ſtarted, 
as at the fight of one whom I had 
ſeverely injured, whoſe neglect, oon 
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dread, while I did not poſſeſs the 
leaſt means of teſiſtance, nor had u 
covert left where 1 might fly for 
tefuge! | | 
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tempt, and revenge, I might juſti. 
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roxyſm, you would, neither of you, 
WW 
Vuoour moſt obliged, &c. 
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LETTER Tax SEVENTH. 


RETURN you all my thanks for 
the endeavours. you have made 
to ſatisfy the wiſhes of my laſt letter. 
am very grateful to you, though 
they have proved fruitleſs. I ſuppoſe 
e deſtoyed the paper the moment 
he had peruſed the contents of it. 
D 3 Perhaps, 
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of returning it; when it is @ Mend 
ed with good-humour and external 
decorum as to let no one ſee it but 
the conſcious victim. 


In this manner did the fair Lady 
manage the matter with me: ſhe bo- 
noured me with every mark of ex- 
terior reſpect; ſhe ſuffered no polite 
attention or civility to eſcape her; at 
the ſame time, ber conduct towards = 
me was ſo general and equally tem- 
pered, that ſhe won me, as it were 
by enchantment, into the ſame mode, 
and precluded familiarity. I had in- 
deed brought myſelf to the reſolu- 
tion of making my approaches more 


nearly, when ſhe immediately diſco» 


vered my deſign, and, by aſking ſome 
| DJ queſtions 
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is not worth the ſmile it occaſions : 
they act from caprice, folly, weak- 
neſs, envy, or ſome baſe motive; 
they join the vulgar clamour they 
know not why; and their hiſs, tho 
loud, gives not the pain of a mo- 
ment: but the ſcorn of good and 
honourable men is the fruit of con- 
viction ; it ſprings from an averſion 
to what is contrary to their own ex- 
cellence, and cannot be retorted. 
There is no other way of being re- 
venged of them, but in giving the 
lie to their unfavourable prognoſtica- 
tions, by an immediate and complete 
reformation'; and this is a difficulty, 
my friend, of whoſe arduous nature 
you are equally ſenfible with myſelf. 
—Facili deſcenſus Averni,—ſed revo- 
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ſelf, if poſſible, I wrote to. 
who has not anſwered my letters, 

and, I am diſpoſed to think, never 

opens them; I was, therefore, un- 
der the neceſſity of addreſſing a very 

pitiful, penitentia] epiſtle to 5 

I have uſed him ſcurvily, and made 

ſuch an ill return to all his zeal to ſerve 

me, that I have too much reaſon to 
apprehend his reſentment. He paſſed 
through — — about fix weeks ago, 
without enquiring after me. How- 
ever, without appearing to know any 
thing of that circumſtance, I ven- 
tured to tell a miſerable tale to him, 
and to beſeech his kindneſs would 
once more intereſt itſelf in my behalf, 
by delivering a letter into — — —'s 
own hands. It would be an eaſy 
matter, 
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matter, I ſhould imagine, to diſcover 
if he has complied with my re- 
_ queſt, T—— will inform you if he 
bas been lately, and when, in — — 
ſtreet, Perhaps he may have ſcented 
out ſomething more; and whatever 
you can difcover I ſhould be glad to 
know with all poſſible diſpatch. 
They will, probably, be ſlow in their 
operations, whatever they may be; 
and your information will direct my 
hopes, or confirm my fears—will 
either give a ſunſhine to the preſent 
ſhade; or prepare me for the worſt. 
Adieu, and believe me 
Ever yours, &c. 
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T.OU accuſe me of negle®t in 5 


not informing you that I was 


in London. Believe me, I had every, 


diſpoſition in the world. to do it, 


but was oppoſed by circumſtances, 


which, among other 
prevented me from ſeeing you. I 
came to England in ſo private a man- 
ner, that I imagined no one would, 


or, indeed, could know of my arri: 


val; but, by a combination of un- 
lucky circumſtances, the ſecret was 
diſcovered, and by thoſe who were 


the moſt likely to make a very un- 
pleaſant 


(20 
pleaſant uſe of their knowledge. 1 
Was es obliged to thife my 
ä 
kindly received and entertained me. 
My abode was not ſuſpected by any = 
one; and I remained there tiff certain 
people wete perſuaded that I had 
never left the Continent, or was a. 
gain returned to it; and till the hell 
hounds, which were in —_ of - 
ne; had relaxed their ſearch, 
6 ag Uu nin / 
| — ee 
5 cnc fomerhing of my Hoſt and 
Hoſteſs : they are the moſt original 
couple that ever were paired toge- 
| ther; and their ſingularity effected 
P e ee 
could 
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eonld have attained—it made me 
forget the diſzprecablenefs of my fi- 
mation. He poffeſſes « frange, wid, 
thaplodic genius, which, © however; 
is not uncultivated; and, amid « thou 
ſand odd, whimfcat idexs, he pro- 
duces original burſts of poetry and um- 


s a foteigner, aſſumeu the title of 


Counteſs, and, without knowing how | 
w mite or rend, poſſeſſes, i the 


circumſtance of "dreſs, behaviour; 
dec. at} her hufband's' difpoſRions, 
dhe is fantaſtic, groteſque, outtbe, 
and wild; nevertheleſs, at times, 
there are very pleaſing gleams of 


pearance. 


derſtanding that are charming. She 


propriety in her manners and ap- 


I cannot . 
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pleaſant uſe of their knowledge. 1 
was therefore obliged to ſhift my 
plan, and to beg H — to give me 
an aſylum in his houſe, where he very 
kindly received and entertained me 
My abode was not ſuſpected by any 
one; and I remained there till certain 
people wete perſuaded that I had 
never left the Continent, or was a- 
gain returned to it; and till the hell- 
hounds, which were in putſuit of 
me, had aadd den te 


| | Yoon WY mn bend me 
| ſomething of my Hoſt and 
Hoſteſs: they are the moſt original 
=” that ever were paired toge- 
and their fingularity effected 
* 1 believe, no other amuſement 
could 


could 1 i 
nr —— me 

forget — of my K. 
union. He poffeſſes a ſtrange, wild, 
3 w_ genius, Which, Wives 
2 ˖1 amid a thou- 
- a, whim ſcat idens, he pro- 

_—_ burſts of poetry and um- 
5 eee Sh 
puns aſſumes the ae" 
_ and, without knowing ho 

te or read, poſſeſſes, fr 4 
2 4 _ of dreſs, 2 
—— huſband's Fhpolkions, 
and wild 2 — 
there wy 28 | 
ang ny pleafing gleams : 
— her manners and 


I cannot . 
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( 54 ) 
may conceive. the ſtriking and odd 
contraſt of theſe, two characters ; and 


what ſtrange ſparks are produced 


by the colliſion of them. When 


ſhe imagines that Cytherea acknow- 
ledges her divinity, and he graſps in 
his hand the lyre of Apollo; when 
the goddeſs unfolds herſelf to view 
with imaginary. millions at her feet, 


and when the god chides the chairs 


and tables for not being awakened 


into a cotillion by his ſtrains; in 


ſhort, when the ſublime fit of mad- 
neſs is on, it is an auguſt ſcene: but 
if the divinities ſhould rival each 
other, heaven changes inſtantly to 


bell, Venus becomes a trull, and 
Phoebus a blind fidler. It is im- 
| | poſhble 


9 

pofñble to deſcribe the riot; not on- 
ly reſlections, but things of a more 
ſolid nature are thrown at each other. 
Homer's genius is abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to. paint celeſtial eombats. But 
it ends not here: this ſuperb opera, 
which was acted, at leaft, during my 
ſtay, three times a week, and re- 
hearſed generally every day, for the 
moſt part, has an happy concluſion. 
The conteſt requires the ſupport of 
nectar, which ſoftens the edge of re- 
ſentment, puts the parties in good- 
humour, and they are ſoon diſpoſed 
to acknowledge each other's merit 
and ſtation, with a. zeal and fondneſs 
ſuperior, if poſſible, to their late 
rage and oppoſition. A number of 
collateral circumſtances ſerve as in- 
Vor. I. E terludes 


869 


terludes to the gtand piece, and, 
though leſs ſublime, are not Ris en. 
| hung. 5 


Ve ou- will now, Probebiy, the to 
longer diſpleaſed with me for mak. 
ing my hiding: place à ſecret. One 
_ -:hour's attendance upon our orgies 

"would Have doe for you; on the 
conttaty, they ſuited me. T Wanted 
ſomerhing to Hürty my ſpirits, to 
4iſfiþate my thoughts, and amuſe my 
mind; and I found it in this retreat. 
Jou know enough of the parties to 
enter into my deſeription. I hope 
it will make you laugh; but, if my 

pen ſhould fail, I will promiſe to 
make your ſides ach when we meet 

Again; a pleaſure which I look to 
with 


- 


o 
Ma. a oc ce ippatience. 1 | 


* de 


ROT * e. | 13 
Vours moſt tryl p Ke. 
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LETTER TUN NINTH. 


\ 


INCE the, little ſnatch of plea- 
ſure | enjoyed with you, I have 
| Pen again, obliged to make my. re- 
treat: 1 had made good my ground, 
in my own opinion, , but the devil 
that! is in me would not £ er me to 
maintain it, There i is a proverb of 
Zoroaſter to the following effect. 
% That there. are an hundred oppor- 
E 2 tunities 
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itunities of doing ill every day, but 
that of doing well comes only once 
A year. There is ſome wit and 
much truth in the obſervation. The 
wiſe man was led to make it, I ſup- 
poſe, from the circumſtances of the 
times wherein he lived ; and, if it 
had been his let-to-breathe in theſe 
latter days, he would be equally juſ- 
tified in forming and applying ſuch 
an opinion ; and, . perhaps, in every 
intervening period. Indeed, if J 
may judge from my own experience, 
matters are ſtill growing worſe; for 
I never fail to find the daily opportu- 
nities, but the annual one has ever 
eſcaped me. 


There is nothing ſo miſerable, 
= 


(59 ) ; 
and, I may add, fo unfortunate, as 
to have nothing to do! The peripa-- 
tetic principle, that Nature abhors a 
vacuum, may be applied, with great 
propriety, to the human intellect, 
which will embrace any-thing, how- 
ever criminal,. rather than be with» 
out an object. It is a matter-of in. 
dubitable certainty with me, that, if 
T had Kept my ſeat in Parliament, 
moſt of the unpleaſant predieaments 
in which I have been involved ſinee 
that time would have been avoided: 
] was diſpoſed to application-in-the 
political line, and was poffrſſed of 
that ready faculty of ſpeech which 
would have enabled me to make 
fome little figure in the ſenate- F 
fiould. have had employment; m 

E 2 paſſions. 


AIM F '2 66 9 

paſſions would have been influenced 
by a proper, animating object, and 
my vanity would have been ſuffi. 
ciently ſatisfied. During the ſhort 
time I ſat in Parliament, I found 
myſelf i in. the fituation I have de- 
ſcribed: I was pleaſed with the cha- 

racter; 1 availed myſelf of its pri- 
vileges while 1 poſſeſſed them; 31 
mingled in publie debate, and re. 
ceived the moſt flattering teſtimonies 
of applauſe. If this ſcene had con- 
tinued, it would have been very for- 
tunate for myſelf, and have ſaved 
my friends great anxiety and many 
alarms: you, among the reſt, would 
have been ſpared the pain of much 
unavailing counſel and diſregarded 
adnionition, 


You 


6 

Fou know: me well enough do he 

certain that I muſt have a particular 
and not a common object to employ. 
my attention: it muſt be an object 
which inſpires deſire, calls. forth ac- 
tivity, keeps hope upon the ſtretch, 
and has ſome ſort of high colouring 
about it.. Power and popular repu- 
tation are of this kind, and would: 
greatly have engroſled my. thoughts. 
and wiſhes ; they would have kept 
under” the bafer paſſions :. I ſhould: 
have governed them at leaſt, and my 
flavery, if I was deſtined to be a2 
ſlave, would have been more ho- 
nourable. But, lofing a ſituation ſo 
fuitable to me, I fell back a prey to- 
that influence which had already 
proved ſo fatal, and yielded myſelf 
E 4 2 victim 


1 
a victim to an bhabitual diſſoluteneſs: 
which formed my only pleaſure. 


I do not mean to: write a diſre- 
ſpectable thought of my father ;. I 
would not offend you by doing it; 
but, ſurely, his<gnorance of man- 
kind is. beyond all conception. It 
is hardly credible that a man of his 

_ underſtanding and knowledge, whoſe 
life has been ever in the world, and 
the moſt poliſhed ſocieties of it, who 
writes-well and ably on its manners, 
mould be ſo childiſh in its concerns 
as to. deſerve the coral that amuſed: 
and the go-cart that. ſuſtained him 
fixty years ago. I write in conſi · 
dence; and you know what I aſſert 
to be true. Indeed, I might go fur- 

; gw 
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ther, and trace the errors of my 
own life from the want of that kind. 
of paternal. diſcernment which ſees. 
into - the character. of his child, 
watches over its growing diſpoſi- 
tions, gently moulds. them to his. 
will, and completes the- whole by 
placing him in a. fituation ſuitable: 
to him. | 
I have been the victim of Vanity; 
and the ſacrifice of me was begun 
before I could form a judgment of 
the paſhon, You will, probably, 
underſtand me; but, if there ſhould 
be the leaſt gloom in my alluſions, 
L will, with your leave, explain the 
matter more clearly in ſome future 
letter. There is a great deal. of differ- 
ence- 


(%) 
ence between a good man and a good 
father: I have known bad men who 
excelled my father as much in pa- 
rental care as he was ſuperior to them 


in real virtue. But more of this 
hereafter. In the mean time, and 


at all times, I am, &c.. 


LETTER TI TENTH; 


ou have, certainly, given 
yourſelf very unjuſtifiable airs 

upon my ſubje& : neither your ta- 
lents, knowledge, figure, courage, 
or virtue, afford you the ſhadow of 
| that 


3 

that ſuperiority over me, which, T 
underſtand, you affect to maintain. 
However imprudent or bad my con- 
duct may have been, whatever vices 
I may unfortunately poſſeſs, be aſſur- 
ed 1 do not envy you your ſniveling 
virtues, which are worſe than the 

worſt vices, and give an example of 
meanheſs and hypocriſy in the ex- * 
treme. Your letter is a farrago of 
them both ; and fince the receipt of 
it J deſpiſe you more than ever. 


What, Sir! has my father got a 
cough, or does he look thinner than 
uſual, and read his Bible? There 
muſt be ſome certain ſymptom of 
his decay and diſſolution that could 
induce you to addreſs yourſelf ſo 

| kindly 


— | awd 
Eindly. to one, who, to uſe your own 
expreſſion, is, as he ought to be, 
abandoned by his family. You have 
dreamed of an hatchment upon — — 
Houſe, and ſeen a viſionary coronet. 
ſuſpended over my brow. Yau are 
a. ſimpleton and a paraſite to let 
ſuch. weak reaſons. guide you to wag 
your tail and. play the ſpaniel, and 
renew. your offers to fetch and carry.. 
Be aſſured for your comfort, that, 
if ever you and I have any future 
| tntercourſe together, it will be upon 
ſuch terms, or worſe. 


J have heard it faid, and I be- 
lieve it to be true, that you pretend 
to lament your poor — —'s fate, 
and, with a more than rueful viſage, 


Prog: 


FHV, 
prognolticate the breaking of bn 
heart from the wicked life of his 


graceleſs ſon. Now, I will tell you 

a ſecret, chat, ſuppoſing fuch a cant- 
ing prophecy ſhould take place to- 
morrow, you would be the firſt to 
flatter the parricide. I confider you 
with a mixture of Teorn and pity, 
when I ſee you ſo continually ham- 
pered in difficulties from your re- 
gard to the preſent and future Lord: 
though you order 'your matters to- 
lerably well ; for there is not one of 
our family to whom your hypocritical 
canting will not anſwer in ſome mea- 
ſure, but to myſelf. I know you, 
and I declare you to be incapable 
of any love or affe&tion to any one, 
even to a mother or a ſiſter. You 
know 


— 


( 


knew what I mean; but, to quit an 
Men ee to, Human ß kt 


paver, to with gaygopr, ud, ji 


Sau muſt | ſpeak af 155 sell ygur 


ſentiments ↄpenly, and not with 
"thoſe avert looks, and affected 
ſrugz, which conyey ſo much more 
than. meets the ear: and he ſo pood, 
I pray, you, as to raiſe your. melt 


pon your,qwn mighty ſtock. of vir. 


tues, and not upon my vices. The 


| world will one day Judge between 


us, and [ muſt deſire you to be con- 
tent with the acknowledged ſuperi- 
ority you will receive from the arbi- 


Atration in your favour. ' 


Ob, Qulzum kimi eft, cum tu beni. tentes 


I have 


Alterius cenſor ut vitioſa notes 
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I have not yet ſung a requiem to 
my own honour ; and, though you 
and ſome others of my good friends 
may have chaunted a dirge over the 
grave you have yourſelves dug for 
it, it does not reſt, however, without 
the hopes of a joyful and ſpeetly re- 
ſurrection. To.bayerdone-with you 
For the, preſent, I have, only to tefire 
you to be an open enemy to me, or 
a real. friend, if you are capable of 


either: the halting between two 
opinions on the. matter 1s: both diſ- 
graceful and contemptible. e. aſ- 
ſured that I give you theſe counſels 
more for your own ſake than ſor 
that of, | a | 
Your humble ſervant, &c. _ 


LETTER 


1 


LETTER Tus ELEVENTI. 
| My dear Sir, 

NO wiſh thatT ſhould explain 
myſelf at large with reſpect to 

that Vanity which I accuſe of having 
been the cauſe of every inconve- 
nience and miſdoing of my paſt life, 
to which I owe the diſagreeable cir- 
cumſtances of my preſent ſituation, 
and ſhall be indebted, probably, for 


ſſome future events which, I fear, 
are in ſtore for me. 


You will, I believe, agree with 
me that Vanity is the foible of my 
family: 


(* 
family: every individual has 4 ſhare 
of it for himſelf and for the reſt; they 
are all equally vain of themſelves, 
and of one another. It is not, how- 
ever, an unamiable Vanity: it makes 
them happy, though it may ſome- 
times render them ridiculous; and it 
never did an imury to any one but to 

'T have every reaſon to load it 
und execration, and to curſe the 


hour when this paſſion was concen- 
trated to 3 1 


Being the culy bs — hopes of 
the family, and having ſuch an here 
ditary and collateral right to genius, 
talents, and virtue, (for this was 
the language held by certain per- 
ſons at that time,) my earheft 

Vol. I. F prattle 
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J 
prattle was the ſuhject of continua 
admiration: as l encreaſed in years, 
1 was encouraged in boldneſs, which 


partial fancy called manly confidence; 


while ſallies of impertinence, for 
which I ſhould have been ſcourged, 
were fondly confidered as marks of 
an aſtoniſhing prematurity ef abili. 
ties. As it happened, Nature had 
not been a niggard to me; it is true 
the has given me talents, but accom- 
panied them with diſpoſitions which 


demanded no common repreſſure 


and refiramt, inſtead of liberty and 
encouragement : but this Vanity had 


blinded the eyes not only of my re- 
lations, but alſo of their intimate con- 


nections; and, I ſuppoſe, ſuch an 
hot - bed of * was never before 
uſed 
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uled to ſpoil a mind, and to choak 
it with bad qualities, as was applied 
to mine. The late Lord Bath, Mrs. 
— — —, and many others, have 
been guilty of adminiſtering fuel to 
the flame, and joined in the family 
incenſe to fuch an idol as myſelf. 
Thus was I nurfed into a very early 
ſtate of audacity; and being able, 
almoſt at all times, to get the laugh 
againſt a father, or an uncle, &c. 
1 was not backward in giving ſuch 
impertinent ſpecimens of my abi- 
lity. This is the hiftory of that Im- 
pudence which has been my bane, 
gave to my exceſſes ſuch peculiar 
accompaniments, and cauſed thoſe, 

who would not have heſitated to 
commit the offence, loudly to con- 


F 2 demn 
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demn the mode of its commiſſion in 


When I drew towards manhood, 
at will be ſufficient to ſay, that I be- 
gan to have ſome glimmering of the 
family weakneſs: however, I was 
ſtill young; dependence was a con- 
ſidèrable reſtraint, and I had not ae- 
quired that ſubſequent knowledge 


of the world which changed my no- 
tions of paternal authority. I was, 
therefore, without much difficulty, 
brought to conſent to the deſign of 
giving ſolidity to my character, and 
preſerving me from. public, conta- 
gion, by marriage. A rich and amia- 
ble young Lady was choſen to the 
happy and honourable taſk of ſe- 
, curing 


n 
curing ſo much virtue as mine, to 
correct the natural exuberance of 
youthful inexperience, and to ſhape 
me into that perfection of character 
which was to verify the dreams of 
wy viſi nary relations. 


1 muſt own that the Lady was 
both amiable and handſome, but 
cold as an anchorite; and, though 


formed to be the beſt wife in the 
world to a good huſband, was by no 
means calculated to reclaim a bad 
one. But, to complete the ſenſible 
and well-digeſted plan in which fo 
many wiſe heads were concerned, it 
was determined for me to make the 
tour of Europe, previous to my mar- 
rage, in order to perfectionate my 

| F 3 matri- 
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matrimonial qualifications ; and the 


lovely idea of the fair maid I left 
behind was preſented to me, as poſ- 


ſeſſing a taliſmanic power to pre. 


ſerve me from ſeduction. But this 
was not all: for the better enabling 
me to make a proper and becoming 
appearance, or, in other words, to 
give me every means of gratifica - 
tion, the family purſe was laviſhly 
held forth ; I was left almoſt without 
controul in point of expence, and 


every method purſued to make me 
return the very reverſe of what ex. 


pectation had painted me.—You 
know as well as myſelf what hap- 
pened during my travels, as well a 
after my return, and I truſt that you 
will impute my miſconduct, in part 


at leaſt, to its primary cauſe. 
| | 3 In 


6.07 3 | 
In this ſhort ſketch of the matter,, 
which confiſts rather of hints than 
deſcriptions, you will: ſee the drift 
of my reaſoning, and know how to- 
apply it to a thouſand circumſtances. 
in your remembrance. You were 
preſent at my being received: into» 
the arms of my family with: a degree 
of warmth,. delight, and triumph. 
which the brighteſt virtue could 
| alone have deſerved; and you recol- 
let the cauſe of all this rapturous. 
forgiveneſs, which, I believe, peni- 
tence itſelf would not, at that time, 
have effected: it was my having 
made a ſpeech. in Parliament, flow- 
ery, indeed, and bold; bur very lit- 
tle to the purpoſe; and at a time 
when, as I was certain that I ſhould 
"T4 loſe 
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loſe my ſeat, -it would . have been 
prudent in me to have remained 
ſilent: however, Mr. Ellis thought 
proper to compliment me upon the 
occaſion, and to obſerve, that I 
ſpoke with hereditary abilities; and 
this circumſtance inſtantly occaſioned 
the ſhort-lived family. truce that ſuc- 
ceeded. 5 | 


That my relations may have cauſe 
to complain of me, I do not deny; 
but this confeſſion 1s accompanied 
- with, an opinion, in which I doubt 
not of your acquiefcence, that I, on 
my fide alſo, have no ſmall cauſe of 
complaint: and, however black the 
colour. of my future life may be, I 
hall ever conſider that the duſky 
ſcenes 


09790 
ſcenes of it are occafioned by the Va- 
nity of my family, and not by any 
obdurate or inflexible diſpoſitions in- 
herent in my own character. I am, 
with oreat regard, 

| | Yours, &c. 


LETTER Tus TWELFTH. 
My dear —, 


F you had been at all explicit with 
me about the Arabian Courſer, 


he ſhould, moſt certainly, have been 

at your ſervice. Notwithſtanding he 

was the gift of Hymen, to whom 1 
1 have 
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loſe my ſeat, it would have been 
prudent in me to have remained 
ſilent: however, Mr. Ellis thought 
proper to compliment me upon the 
occalion, and to obſerve, that I 
ſpoke with hereditary abilities; and 
this circumſtance inſtantly occaſioned 
the ſhort-lived family-truce that ſuc- 
ceeded. | 


That my relations may have cauſe 
to complain of me, I do not deny; 
but this confeſſion is accompanied 
with an opinion, in which I doubt 
not of your acquieſcence, that I, on 
my ſide alſo, have no ſmall cauſe of 
complaint: and, however black the 
colour of my future life may be, I 
ſhall ever conſider that the duſky 
ſcenes 


ſcenes of it are occafioned by the Va- 
nity of my family, and not by any 
obdurate or inflexible diſpoſitions in- 
herent in my own character. I am, 
with great regard, 


. 


Yours, &c. 
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LETTER Tus TWELFTH. 


My dear —, 


F you had been at all explicit with 
me about the Arabian Courſer, 

he ſhould, moſt certainly, have been 
at your ſervice. Notwithſtanding he 
was the gift of Hymen, to whom I 
| have 


* 


of my mortification. 


:('% ) 
have ſo few obligations, the animal 


was a favourite, and I brought him 
to the continent with me, where he 
was. very troubleſome and very uſe- 


leſs. But he troubles me no more; 


and a little ridiculous event, which 
happened a few weeks ago, made 

me hate and deteſt him. If there 
| had been any laughers, the laugh 


would have been very much againſt 


me on the occaſion : as it was, I felt 
and looked fo fooliſh, that I never 


_ afterwards could tum a favourable 
eye upon the beaſt that was the cauſe 


\ 


1 ſhall not give you an account of 


this little hiſtory ; for, as I am the 


principal hero. of it, I ſhall not tell 


/ 
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it well: fo 1 refigir the taſk to P- 
When you ſee him, therefore, queſ- 
tion him upon the ſubject, and he 
will do it juſtice. He is a moſt 
lively, good-humoured, and plea- 
fant man, who bears the ills of life 
as if they were bleſſings, and ſeems 
to take the rough and the ſmooth. | 
with an equal countenance. This 
ſort of unbended philoſophy is the 
beſt gift that Nature can beſtow on 
her children ; it lightens the burden. 
of care, and turns every ſable and: 
ghaſtly hue- of melancholy to bright 
and ſplendid colours. There is no. 
one I envy ſo much as I do P—: a 
cap and bells is a crown to him; a 
tune upon a flageolet is a concert 
if the ſun ſhines, he ſports himſelf 
| "A 
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in its bearns ;-if the ſtorm comes, he 
| ſkips gayly along, and when he is wet 
to the ſkin, it only ſerves to make 


out a pleaſant ſtory while he is dry 
ing himſelf at the fire. If you are 
dull after dinner, he will get him vp 
and rehearſe half a dozen fcenes out 
of a play, and do it well, and be as 
pleaſed with his performance as you 
can be. With all theſe companion- 
able talents, he 1s neither forward, 
noiſy, or impertinent ; but, on the 
contrary, very converſable, and poſ- 
ſeſſes as pleaſant a kind of good 
breeding as any-one I ever knew. 


His company has been a great 
relief to me, and I recommend you 
to cultivate his acquaintance as an 

enter- 
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entertaining and agreeable compa- 
nion. You and I, my dear Friend, 
are differently, and, I muſt add, lefs 
happily framed. We are hurried 
about by every guſt and whirlwind of 
paſſion ; and, tho' Hope does throw 
a pale gilding upon our diſappoint- 
ments,” Fear never fails to interrupt 
our pleaſures. — I would give more 
than half of what J ſhall ever be 
worth, to be blefſed with a moiety of 
P—'s temper and diſpoſition, 


_ I am, &c. 


LETTER 
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_ kips gayly along, and when he is wet 
to the ſkin, it only ſerves to make 
out a pleaſant ſtory while he is dry- 
ing himſelf at the fire. If you are 
dull after dinner, he will get him up 
and rehearſe half a dozen fcenes out 
of a play, and do it well, and be as 
pleaſed with his performance as you 
can be. With all theſe companion- 
able talents, he 1s neither forward, 
noiſy, or impertinent ; but, on the 
contrary, very converſable, and poſ- 
ſeſſes as pleaſant a kind of good 
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to cultivate his acquaintance as an 
enter- 
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entertaining- and agreeable compa- 
nion. You and I, my dear Friend, 
are differently, and, I muſt add, lefs 
happily framed. We are | hurried 
about by every guſt and whirlwind of 
paſſion; and, tho Hope does throw 
a pale gilding upon our diſappoint- 
ments, Fear never fails to interrupt 
our pleaſures.— I would give more 
than half of what J ſhall ever be 
worth, to be bleſſed with a moiety of 
72—3 temper and diſpoſition. | 


I am, &c, 


LETTER 


| 
| 
| 
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LETTPR Taz THIR TEENTR. 


"oY dear Friend, 


BEG your pardon, and plead 
guilty to the crime laid to my 
charge! The Dialogues which you 
have ſeen were written by me, on 
Hints given me by an infidel French- 
man at Turin. That it was a folly, 
to ſay no worſe, to amuſe myſelf 
with ſuch compoſitions, I readily ac- 
knowledge; nor am I lefs diſpoſed 


. * Theſe Dialogues are too irreverent and 
profane to juſtify a publication, The per- 
ſonages of the firſt are the Saviour i be 
Herld and Socrates; and of the ſecond, 
King David and Cæſar Borgia. 


a 
to own that it was the weakeſt of 


of them. Your” fuſpicion of their 


having been compoſed, in an evil 
hour, as a ridicule upon thoſe which 
have been publiſhed by my father, 
is a natural one; but, believe me, it 
is not founded in fact. Bad as they 


may be, they were not writ for ſo 


bad a purpoſe; and, if I had conſi- 
dered the poſſibility of ſuck an idea 


becoming prevalent, they would ne- 


ver have been expoſed to any in- 


ſpection. I wrote them originally 


in French, and never, to my recol- 


lection, gave them an Engliſn dreſs, 
dut when I read them accidentally 
to ſome · one who did not underſtand 
the former language. I was flar- 


tored 


— 


es 

tered into the ſuffering of ſome co- 
pies to be taken by the declaration of 
a reſpectable literary company, that 
they were ſuperior to Voltaire Tra- 
gedy of Saul; and theſe copies muſt 
have been greatly multiplied to have 
made it poſſible that one of them 
mould have reached you. I am 
very ſorry for it 3 for you have al- 
ready more than ſufficient reaſon 
to fill your letters to me with re- 
proaches; and I curſe the chance 
that has thrown another motive in 
your way to continue a train ſo dil 
e to us both. 


1t is true . that my hes is a 
Chriſtian, and has given an ample 
teſtimony of his faith to the world 


657 
by his writings: but it was long 
after he attained to my age that he 
became a convert to that ſyſtem 
; which he has defended, It is pain - 
ful in me, and hardly fair in you, 
to occaſion our being brought to- 
gether in the ſame period: it takes 
from me the means of juſtification 
where I could uſe them, and of pal- 
Hation where a complete defence 
might not be practicable.— As to my 
Right Reverend uncle, I ſhall con- 
fider him with leſs ceremony, He 
alſo may be a good Chriſtian ; but I 
recolle& to have heard him make a 
better diſcourſe upon the outfide or- 
naments of an old Gothic pulpit, I 
think it was at Wolverhampton, than 
he ever delivered in one, throughout 


* 4 G the 


labours. He ſeems much more at 


our holy religion would not enflame 


(83) 
the whole courſe of his evangelical 


home in a little harangue on ſome 
doubtful remnant of a Saxon tomb- 
ſtone, than in urging the perform- 


| ance of Chriſtian duties, or guard- 
ing, with his lay Brother, the Chriſ- 


tian fortreſs againſt infidel invaſion, 
I well remember alſo to have heard 


his Right Reverence declare, that he 


he would willingly give one of his 
fingers, that was bis expreſſion, to 
have a good natural hiſtory of Mor- 
ceſterſbire. What holy ardor he may 
poſſeſs as an Antiquarian I cannot 


tell; but, in my conſcience, I think 


he would make a ſorry figure as a 
Chriſtian Martyr, and that a zeal for 


him 


„ 
him to riſ the loſing of a nail from 
his finger. die 1 


Irepeat to you, upon my honour, 
that I did not wiſh theſe jeux d eſprit 
ſhould have gone beyond the limits, 

1 had preſcribed for them. The 
very few perſons to whom I gave 
them were bound, by a very ſolemn 
promiſe, not to circulate their con- 
tents, or to name their author. If 
they have forfeited their word, I am 
ſorry for itz but the failure of their 
engazement cannot be imputed to 
me, and the ſevereſt judge would not 
think me guilty of more than chance- 
medley on the occaſion. In your 
breaſt, I hope, there is a complete 
and full acquittal for, | 


| ; * 
Your moſt fincere and obliged, &c. 
G 2 LETTER 


5 
| 
| 


(- 99 ) 


LETTER TRE FOURTEENTH. 


My dear — 


CANNOT 7 Is it within 'the 
compaſs of my belief, that H—— 
— eſcaped your recollection: how- 
ever, I ſhall be able to reſtore it to 


its proper tone in a moment, by 


mentioning an ode addreſſed by him 


to me on the ſubject of Gaming. 
' You admired it too much to have 


forgot the author; and it now oc- 


curs to me, that you, or ſome - one in 


the company, rehearſed on the oc- 
cafion a long ſtring. of laughable 
Eton and Oxford anecdotes concern- 


ing him: nay, the very laſt time 


we 


(9 9) 

we were together, you ſarcaſtieally 
repeated to me ſome of his vaticina- 
tions on my impetuous attachment 
to play, and kindly - foretold the 
completion of them, After all, I 
believe you are either laughing at 
me, or pretending ignorance of my 
bard, in order to have an haſh of 
the ſame diſh which you are pleaſed 
to ſay delighted you ſo much in my 
laſt letter. | | | 


Was it not you, or do I dream ? 
—who was ſo charmed with that part 
of his poem where he deſcribes my 
being ſo reduced by gaming gs to 
be obliged to ſell H——; and ſup- 
poſes the eſtate to be bought by the 

deſcendant of ſome felon who was 

G3 reprieved . 


3 

reprĩeved from death to tranſportation 
by my anceſtor the Fudge, whoſe pic- 
ture he tears down from the wall, as 
a ſight diſguſting to him. I am not 
certain as to the correctneſs of my 
recollection, but the lines are, I be- 
lere, to the following effect: 


| Shall ſame anfacbug frranger reign 
Within that bit domain? 
Some Conviciꝰs ſpawn, by thy forsfather's 
| breath, 
Perchance, repriev'd from death ? 
Whilft thou, felf-baniſh'd, ſelf-enſlav'a, 
ſhalt roam, 
Without a friend or home / 
Kill ſhall he 1 at the Judge 
_ frown, 
And, fraught with ſpite, tear down, 
From the repining wall, his venerable 
ade, & c. 
| t 
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It is a compoſition of great me- 
rit-; and, if he was fo fortunate as to 
poſſeſs a ſenſe of harmony, he would 
almoſt put an end to the preſent 
vacation of poetry and poets. His 
thoughts are original, bold, and 
nervous ; his images apt, lively, 
and beautiful ; his language is never 
puerile, but ſometimes low, and 
ſometimes inflated. If his taſte was 
improved, and he had an ear for 
verfification, which I think he has 
not, his compoſitions would be de- 
lightful, and, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, place him in the firſt rank 
of modern poets. P—s, 1 believe, 
ſometimes vifits him, and will moſt 
willingly preſent you à Monſieur and 
Madame, if you make known your 

G 4 wiſhes 
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wiſhes to him.— A letter from me 
would ſhut his door againſt you: 
my former favour was never equal 
to my preſent diſgrace ; and, if you 
wiſh to be well in that quarter, you 
muſt not acknowledge the leaſt re- 
gard for me. Indeed, you would do 
well never to mention the name of, 


Your affectionate, &c. 


LETTER 


Beg N 
' 99 A 
8 -t \ F 
* * _—_ 


LETTER Tus FIFTEENTH. 
A ND I awoke, and behold 1 
was a Lord I—It was no un- 
pleaſant tranſition, you will readily 
believe, from infernal dreams and 
an uneaſy pillow, from inſigniſi- 
cance and dereliction, to be a Peer 
of Great Britain, with all the privi- 
leges attendant upon that character, 
and ſome little eſtate into the bar- 
gain. My ſenſations are very dif+ 
ferent from any I have experienced 
for ſome: time paſt. My conſe» 
quence, both internal and external, 
is already greatly elevated ; and the 
empreſſment of the people about me 

18 


5 
is ſo ſuddenly encreaſed as to be ri. 
diculous. By heavens ! my dear 
, we are a very contemptible 
ſet of beings ; ; and fo on. 


Without meaning FER" 0 de- 
teſtable as a pun, I ſhall certainly 
lord it over a few of thoſe who have 
looked diſdain at me. My coronet 
ſnall glitter ſcorn at them, and in- 
ſult their low ſouls to the extreme 
of mortification. I have received a 
letter from — —, that dirty para- 
fite, full of condolence and congra- 
tulation, with a my Lord in every line, 
and your Lordſbip in every period. 
T will make the raſcal lick the duſt; 
and, when he has flattered me till 
his tongue is Parched with hes, I 
: | will 
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will upbraid him with his treafon, 
and turn my back upon him for 
ever. There are a ſcore of bugs, or 
more, of the ſame character, whom 
the beams of my profperity will 
warm into ſervility; and whoſe names 
will be left at my door before J have 
been ten days in town; but may 
eternal ignominy overtake me, if I 
do not make the tendereſt vein in 
their hearts ach with my reproach ! 
Whether the world will be con- 
verted into refpe& towards me, 1 
do not pretend to determine; its 
anger will, at All events, be fof- 
tened : but, be that as it may, I 
can look it in the face with leſs fear 
than I was wont to do, and make it 
ſmile upon my political career, tho 

5 


* — — — — 


is a dirty crew who ſha., experience 
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it may ſtill bold a. frowning aſpedt 
towards my moral character. 


Permit me, however, to, aſſar 
you, that, whatever change may ap- 
pear in me towards others, I ſhall 
ever be the ſame to you. The ac- 
quiſition of fortune, and an eleva- 


tion to honours, will not vary a line 


in my regard to thoſe whoſe friend- 
ſhip has been ſo faithful to me as 
yours has been; nor ſhall you ever 


| have cauſe to repent. of your affi- 
duous kindneſs to me. There is 2 


balance in the human Paſſions, and 
the mind that is awake to a ſpirit 


of Revenge is equal, 1 inſpired by 


the ſentic:ents of Grat tudle. There 


the 
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the former, white you may confide in 
my ſolemn affurance-*to you ef 4 
moſt * exertion of the latter, 


10 3 . mut Fo of. 2 
to- forward the encloſed letter to 
— ——. With much difficulty I 
pefbaded her ſome time ago to re- 
turn to England; and I am appre- 
henfive ſhe may be already in town, 
expecting my arrival. If it be poſs 
ſible, contrive ſome means to free 
me from her perſecutions, both for 
her ſake and my own. Should ſhe 
be come to London, you will know 
where to find her: make any pro- 
miſes you may think neceſſary in 
my name, and uſe every reaſon your 
imagination can ſuggeſt, to perſuade 

her 
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her to return into the country.—You 
underſtand me. 


—— and — — — are gone from 
hence this morning, to indulge their 
fancies in the bufineſs of cold iron 
and powder and ball. I was very 
near being hampered in the affair; 
but my fable ſuit and funeral duties 
excuſed me from the employment, 
and I ſuppoſe the firſt news I ſhall 
hear of the event will be in Eng- 
land; where I hope ſhortly to ſee 
and embrace you. In the mean time, 
believe me, 


[Moſt ſincerely yours, &e. 


LETTER 
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LETTER Tus SIXTEENTH... 


My dear Friend, 


OUR letter reached me with a 

large packet of others which 
my father's death had occafioned. 
How altered is the language of them 
upon the occaſion | Yours, indeed, 
is exactly the ſame, or, if any thing, 
bears the tincture of more than 
uſual ſeverity. Flattery is a ſtrain 
altogether new to me, and by the 
two laſt poſts I have had enough 
to ſurfeit the moſt arrant coquette 
upon earth. It is true, I cannot 
compliment your. letter with poſſeſſ- 


ing 
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ing an atom of adulation; neverthe. 
leſs, it is the only one which has 
given me real pleaſure, becauſe it is 
the only one which bears the charac. 
ters of real friendſhip. Though I 
have acted in ſuch a direct oppoſition 
to your cautions and remonſtrances, 
J am not tho leſs ſenſible to that ge. 
nerous paſſion which produced them, 
and has now taken the firſt oppor- 
tunity to give me the eſſence, as it 
were, of all your former counſels, in 
thus calling my attention. to real 
and permanent honour. However 

I may offend you hereafter, you 
| thall never again have cauſe to re- 
proach me with a forfeiture of my 
word. I have, at preſent, loſt that 


confidence in myſelf, which would 
juſtify 


N 
juftify me in offering aſſurances to 
you: the hopes of regaining it, 
however, are not entirely vaniſhed, 
and when they are fulfilled, which, 
I truſt, they will one day be, you 
mall receive the firſt · fruits of my 


 Fenovation. 


I underſtand the purpoſe of your 
obſervation, © that the generality of 
men employ the firſt part of life in 
making the remainder of it miſera- 
ble. I feel its force, and conſider 
it as an indirect caution to me not to 
purſue a conduct which muſt be at- 
tended with ſuch a lamentable con- 
ſequence. But, alas! credula turbs 
ſumus; though I have paid dearly 
for my credulity, unleſs it ſhould 

Vor. I, * be 
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De immediately followed by the fruits 
of an- wholeſome experience. We 
deſpiſe the world when we know 
it thoroughly; but we give our- 
ſelves up to it before we know it, 
and the heart is frequently loſt before 
It is illuminated by the irradiations of 
reaſon. | 


I have now ſucceeded to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe privileges which are 
a part, and perhaps the belt part, 
of my inheritance. Clouds and 
darkneſs no longer reſt upon me. 
My exterior of things is totally 
changed ; and, however unmoved 
 Jome men's minds may be by out- 
ward circumſtances, mine is not 
- <ompoſed of ſuch cold materials 

as 
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25 to be unaffected by them. Such 
an actire ſpirit as animates my 
frame, muſt have objects impor- 
tant in their nature, inviting in 
their appearance, and animating in 
their purſuit, No longer forced to 
drown the ſenſibility to public diſ- 
grace and private inconvenience in 
Circean draughts, my character, I 
truſt, will unfold qualities which it 
has not been thought to poſieſs, and 
finally diſſipate the kind apprehen- 
ſions of friendſhip. | 


My natural genius will now have 
a full ſcope for exertion in the line 
of political duty ; and I am diſpoſed 

to flatter -myſelf, that the applica» - 
tion neceſſary to make a reſpectable. 
H 2 figure 
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figure in that career, will leave me 
but little time for thoſe miſerable 
purſuits, which, of late, have been 
my only reſource. But J muſt de- 

ſire you not to expect an inſtant 
converſion; the æra of miracles is 
paſſed, and, beſides, the world would 
ſuſpect its ſincerity. It is true, [ 
am ſinner ſufficient to call down 
the interpoſition of Heaven, but the 
preſent age has no claim to ſuch ce- 
leſtial notices. My amendment muſt 

be ſlow and progreſſive, though, 
I truſt, in the end, fincere and ef- 
feftual, But be aſſured, that, how- 

ever the completion of your good 
wiſhes for me may be deferred, | 
am perfectly ſenſible that there is 
ſomething neceſſary befides title, 
| rank, 


„ 
rank, and fortune, to conſtitute trus 
honour. With this ſentiment I take 
my leave of you, and am, with real 


truth, 
Yours, &c. 


LETTER Tus SEVENTEEN TH 


My dear — —, 

AM at an inn, and alone; and, 
if you were to gueſs for ten years, 
and had one of-O/borne's Catalogues 
to aſſiſt you, ſure I am that you would. 
not divine the book which has amuf- 
ed my evening, and given a ſubje&t 
to this letter: nay, L may venture: 
H 1 to 


( 
to tell you it is poetical, and ffill bid 
defiance to your penetration. 
28 | 


My two travelling volumes had 
been read twice in the courſe of my 
journey, and, as it would not be worth 
the trouble to unpack a trunk for 
more, I deſired the waiter to aſk his 
miſtreſs to ſend me a book; and in 
the interim I amuſed myſelf with 
fancying what kind of publication 
would be brought me, reſolving how- 
ever, if it ſhould be the Pilgrim's Pro- 
greſs, the Whole Duty of Man, or 
even the Holy Bible, to make it the 
ſubje of my evening's lucubrations, 
The waiter returned, and defired to 
know if I choſe proſe or verſe, This 
I thought * well, and my pre- 
| ference 
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ference being declared for the latter, 
I was, in a few minutes, preſented 
with a ſmall volume, which I found 
to be a Preſbyterian hymn-book, en- 
| titled Hore Lyrice, by a Dr. Watts. 
My expectations were a little cha- 
grined upon the occaſion : however, 
I turned over a few pages, looking 
curſorily at the contents in my way, 
when I dropped upon a little odd 
compoſition, the ſubje& of which 
was no leſs fingular than applicable 
to myſelf, The title of it was, Few 
Happy Mate bes. From the character 
of the author, who was a diſſenting 
miniſter, ] had conceived that the 
reaſons of matrimonial infelicity 
would be trite, whining, and ſcrip- 
tural, and that I ſhould find ſome 

H 4 bouncing 
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bouncing anathemas againſt ſuch 
offenders as your humble ſervant : 
but it turned out quite otherwiſe ; 
the idea is. a fanciful] one; and I dare 
affirm, that, if Apollo and the Nine 
"Mu/es had racked their brains for a 


twelvemonth, they could not have 
hit upon ſuch a conceit. 


The poet ſuppoſes that human 


fouls come forth in pairs of male 
and female from the hands of the 
Creator, who gives them to the 
winds of Heaven to bear them to 
our lower. world, where, if they 
arrive ſafe and meet again, they in · 
RinQively impel the bodies they 
animate towards each other, fo as 
w produce an Hymeneat union, 
| which,, 
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which, being originally deſigned by” 
their Author, muſt be neceſſarily 
happy ; but, as from the length of 
the way, and the many ſtorms, &cz 
that check and come acroſs it, they 
are generally ſeparated: before they 
reach their deſtination, their re-union 
is very rare; and the forming an al- 
tance with any other but the origi- 
nal counterpart, being, as it were, an 
extraneous connection, muſt be ne- 
ceflarily miſerable, and will pro- 
duce thoſe jarrings and contentions 
which ſo generally diſturb matrimo- 
nial life. This ingenious fancy will 
make you ſmile; nor would the ideas 
which occur to me on the ſubject 
re · brace your muſcles, if I had paper 
or time to bear me out in them. 
They 
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They muſt ſerve for another oppor- 
tunity. Thus, according to my 
good Doctor Watts, matches are 
made in heaven, but marriages on 
earth. I ſhould think ſome of them 
have been fabricated in 


9 * ” 
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but no more of that, 


I really feel myſelf much indebted 
to this Pindaric Preſbyterian for ſet- 
ting my conſcience at reſt, which, 
now and then, had a momentary 


qualm on a certain ſubject. The 
unlucky 
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unlucky counterpart; which accom- 
panied my ſoul from Heaven's gates, 
was toſſed in ſome whirlwind, driven 
by ſome lightning, or detained by 
ſome aerial froſt, and, at length, I 
ſuppoſe, caſt aſhore among the an- 
tipodes. We are not deſtined, I 
believe, to meet again; and I fear, 
poor ſoul! if I may judge from my- 
ſelf, that her lot is a very lamentable 
one, wherever it may be. | 


After all that ſentimental talkers: 
and ſentimental writers may produce 
upon the ſubject, marriage muſt 
be conſidered as a ſpecies of traffick, 
and as much a matter of commerce 
as any commodity that fills the 
 Farehouſe of the merchant, We 
| exchange 


1 
exchange paſſion for paſſion, beauty, 


titles, &c. for money, youth for 


age, and ſo on. The buſineſs may 
ſometimes. anſwer ; but there are few 
examples, I fear, when the profit and 
loſs come to be ſtated, where the 
balance is conſiderable in favour of 
the former. Who, ſays the Spaniſh 
proverb, has ever ſeen a. marriage 
without fraud, if beauty be a part 
of the portion ? This idea will hold 
good in every other inſtance, and 
corroborates my principle of its be- 
ing a matter of trade, which has its 
foundation in fraud and tricking. 
One marries for connections, another 
for wealth, a third from luſt, a fourth 
to have an he ir, to oblige his parents, 
aud ſo on. Every one of your mar- 

ried. 


| a 
ried friends will come under theſe 
or. ſimilar deſcriptions, except Lord 
C— —, who married his Lady, as 
he buys his buckles, becauſe ſhe 
was the Ton; and I doubt not, but 
he was completely miſerable, that 
he could not change her, as he does 
his buckles, for the faſhion of the 
next ſpring, or, perhaps, the next 
month. | 


Plato was at a loſs under what 
claſs to rank women, whether among 
brutes or rational creatures: Doctor 
Watts's ideas are far more favourable 
to the ſex, for he has not hefitated 
to give them celeſtial natures, I. 
muſt acknowledge that I have my 

| 4oubts upon the ſubject. Mabome- 


taniſm 
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tani ſin has, certainly, ſome fine points 
about it : give him wine, and a 
Turks life is not a bad one. 80 
good night to you 1 | 


LETTER Tux EIGHTEENTH, 


I 7 OUR ſtring of modern Wits is 
not worth a beadſman's roſary. 

The æra of Wit is paſſed, There are 
not half a ſcore of men in the king- 
dom who deſerve that title; and the 
riſing world give no hopes of its re- 
ſtoration. The tree that bears ſuch 


fruit 


6 
fruit is blaſted, Do me the favour, 
] beſeech you, to diftinguiſh between 
4 than of Wit, and one who makes 
| you laugh. The repetition of an 
old tale, a grimace, a blunder, the 
act of laughter in another, or even 
a ſerious look, may cauſe the / muſ- 
cular convulſion; but Wit is not le- 
velled ſo much at the muſcles as 
at the heart, and the latter will ſome- 
times ſmile when there is not a fin- 
gle wrinkle upon the cheek. How 
it could ever enter into your head 
to think Chaſe Price a Wit, puz- 
ales and perplexes me. He has no 
more pretenſions to it than he has 
to Grace. He is a good-humoured, 
Jolly buffoon, that writes a bawdy 
org, and fings it; ſays things that 
nobody 
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e but himſelf would chuſe to 
fay ; and does things that nobody 
| befides would chuſe to do. Believe 

me, that Choſe's fort is politics; not 
public, but private politics; the 


ſcience of which he underſtands bet- 


ter, and practiſes with more ſucceſs, 
than any man in Great-Britain. He 
| @ never without a point in view, or 
A game to play ; and he never fings 
a ſong, or tells a ſmutty tale, with- 
out ſome deſign. Mere amuſement 
to himſelf or others is not Mr. Price's 
plan: his humour has been a good 
fortune to him; and he will contrive, 
] doubt not, to make it laſt as along 
as . himſelf. Do you think, when 
Bolingbroke, Swift, Arbuthnot, Pope, 
i&c. &c, were aſſembled together, 

that 
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that the converſation of füch a' 
bright conſtellation of men was like 
the ribaldry of Mr. Price? Theit 
Wit did not conſiſt in roaring a baw- 
dy catch, &c.; it was the feaſt of 
reaſon, and the flow of foul; The 
flaſhes of imagination adorned and 
gave brilliance to the high diſcourſe: 
Wiſdom was enlivened, and not 
wounded, by their Wit; and, among 
them, the herd of lavghter-loving 
tools would not have found a ſingle 
grin to conſole them. —If I were to 
ſing one of Mr. Price's ballads, or 
to repeat one of his ſtories, you 
would receive, I fear, but little plea · 
{ure from the exhibition, becauſe I 1 
could not give them the accompa- 


niments of noiſe and grimace which 


Tm 3 : 
form their principal merit: and, 
perhaps, beſides my deficieney in 
acting my part, I might produce 
the entertainment an hour too ſoon, 
But Wit may be repeated by any 
one at any time, and, I believe, in 
almoſt any language, with ſatisfac- 
tion and ſucceſs: time may drowa 
it in oblivion, but cannot alter its 
nature: as long as it is remembered 
it will pleaſe; while the facetious 
exhibitions of a boon companion 
will ſcarce ſurvive his funeral. 
But to proceed in your catalogue. 


Lord 3 Wit, as well ay 
that of his friend, lies in his. heels, 
and is ſo powerfully exerted in pro- 
ducing enere-chats, as to be languid- 
| to 
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to every other purpoſe. ' A few! 
{chool-boy rhimes confer not tho 
laurel of Wit; and it was a great, 
proof of an oppoſite character in 
this Nobleman to give his compoſi-. 
tions to the world. He may un- 
derſtand French and Italian, and, 


perhaps, ſpeak both thoſe languages 


tolerably well ; it is probable, alſo, 
that he may not have forgot every- 
thing he leatned at ſchoal ; but 
indeed, indeed, 1 friend, wh oO! 
Wit. | 


Charles Fox i is N gifted; bis 
talents are of a very ſuperior nature: 
and, in my opinion, Fitzpatrick is, 
ſcarcely behind him; z in the article 
of colloguial merit, he i is, at leaſt, 

4 A 2 ; his 
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lis equal: but they neither of them 
poſſeſs that Attic character, which, 
| while it corrects, gives ſtrength to 
imagination, and, while it governs, 
gives dignity to Wit. The late Earl 
of Bath, and Mr. Charles Townſhend,” 
were bleſſed with no inconſiderable 
ſhare of it; and i it is an intemperate 
vivacity of genius which confounds 
it in Mr. Edmund Burke. © But the 
man who is in the moſt perfect poſ- 
ſeſſion of it, has figured in ſo high 
a line of public life, as to prevent 
the attention of mankind from leav- 
ing his greater qualities to conſider 
his private and domeſtic character: 
I mean Lord Chatham, whoſe fami: 
liar converſation 1 is only to be ex - 
celled by his public eloquetioe. Per- 


haps 


* (4-183 
haps Lofd Mansfield was born, if I 
may uſe the expreſſion, with every 
Attic diſpoſition; but the ſhackles 
of a law education and profeſſion, 
and ſome other circumſtances which 
| need not mention, have formalized, 
and, in ſome degree, repreſſedithe 
brilliance of his genius. With re. 
ſpect to this great man, I cannot but 
pathetically apoſtrophize with Pope, 


Ho ſweet an Ovid was in Murray loſt t” 

George Selwyn is very ſuperior to 
Chaſe Price, but very inferior to 
Charles Townſhend, againft whom, 
however, he uſed; as I am told, con-' 
rinually to get the laugh: but this 
proves nothing; for good: humoured 
George Bodens would have gained the 
I 3 prize 
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prize from. them both in the article 
of creating laughter. I may be 
wtong, perhaps; but it has ever ap. 
peared to me, that Mr. Selwyn's fa- 
_ culty of repartee is mechanical, and 
_ ariſes more from habit than from 
genius. It would be a miſerable 
buſineſs indeed, if a man, who had 
been playing upon words for ſo 
many years, ſhould not have attained 
the faculty of commanding them at 
his Piat. 


A W with 8 * 
17 Vn is an excellent critic ; and 
many others of the fame claſs may 
be found, who. are well qualified to 
de members of a literary club, but 
no farther, © Garrick is himſelf upon 
2M | the 
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the ſtage, and an actor every-where 
elſe. Foote is a mimic every-where 3 
excellent, delightful}, on the theatre 
and in private ſociety ; but ſtill a mi- 
mic. No one can take more pains 
than Mrs. M— — — to be fur- 
zounded with men of wit; ſhe 
bribes, ſhe penſions, the flatters, 
gives excellent dinners, is herſeMf a 
very ſenfible woman, and of very 
pleaſing manners; not young, in- 
deed, but that is out of the queſtion ; 
—and, in fpite of alt theſe encou- 

ragements, which, one would think, 
might make Wits ſpring out of the 
ground, the converſations of her 
houſe are too often cvitica} and 
pedantic, — ſomething between the 
dulneſs and the pertnefs of learn 
14 ing, 
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ing. They are perfectly chaſte, and 
generally inſtructive; but a cool 
and quiet obſerver would ſometimes 
laugh to ſee how difficult a matter 
it is for la belle Preſidente to give 
colour and life to her literary circles. 
It ſurpriſes , me that you ſhould 
| leave Windbam out of your liſt, 
who (obſerve. my prophecy) will, 
become one of the ableſt men and 
{hining characters that the latter 
part of this age will produce. I, 
bazard little in ſuch a preſentiment ;. 
for his talents, judgment, and a. 8 
32 will wy 4 


The vides and zee that are wont 
to ſet the table in a roar, promote 
| che chearful purpoſes of - convivial 
ſociety, 
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ſociety, but they have nothing to do 
with that Aisic converſation which is 
the higheſt enjoyment of the human 
intellect. Wit, believe me, is al- 
moſt extinct; and I will tell you, 
among other reaſons, why I think 
fo :—becauſe no one feems to have 
any idea of what Wit is, or who de- 
ſerves the title of it. To think lit. 
tle, talk of every thing, and doubt 
of nothing ; to uſe only the external 
parts of the ſoul, and cultivate the 
ſurface, as it were, of the judgment; | 
to be happy in expreſſion, to have 
an agreeable fancy, an eaſy and re- 
fined converſation, and to be able to 
pleaſe, without acquiring eſteem ; to 
be born with the equivocal talent of 
a bready apprehenſion, and, on that: 
2 40 account,” 
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account, to think one's ſelf above 
reflection; to fly from object to ob- 
ject, without gaining a perfect know. 
ledge of any; to gather haſtily all 
the flowers, and never allow the 
fruit time to arrive at maturity; all 
theſe, collected together, form a 
faint picture of what the generality 
of people, in this age, are pleaſed to 
honour with the narne of Wit. 


Tou muſt not be angry with me 
for this long letter, but rather be 
thankful that it is ſo ſhore, confider- 
mg the ſubject you threw before me, 
and the defire I have to ſet you a 
thinking on a ſubje&t'of which you 
feem to have formed very wrong 
potions. J again repeat, that true 
1. Wit 
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Wit is expiring, and great talents 
alſo. My words are prophetic, and 
a few years, wilt determine the mat- 
ter. It would not be a difficulty 
to. prove the why and the where- 
fore; but of all ſubjects theſe half 
metaphyſical ones are the moſt un- 
pleaſant to 

Loours, &c. 


LETTER Tas NINETEEN.T H.. 
My dear = —, 


ITHOUT any violent. ex- 
ertions of my natural vanity, 

can eaſily imagine that the eye of 
mankind 


1 
mankind looks towards my political 
career; and that, for want of a bet- 
ter ſubject, there may be ſome 
among them who amuſe themſelves 


with forming conjectures concerning 


it. The miniſtry have attempted 
to feel my pulſe upon the occaſion, 


but without ſucceſs ; though I will 
tell you in confidence, that they 


have nothing, at preſent, to fear 
from me. In the great ſubje& of 


this day's politics, which ſeems to 


engulph every other, I am with 
them. I ſhall never ceaſe to con- 
tend for the univerſality and unity 
of the Britiſh Empire over all its 


| territories and dependencies, in every 


part of the globe: I have not a 
doubt of the legiſlative ſupremacy 
| __ of 


(* Y 
of Parliament over every part of che 
Britiſh dominions in America, the: 
Baſt and Weſt- RATES, in Africa, and 
over began coo N | 


I cannot ſeparate the ideas of Le- 
giſlation and Taxation; they ſeem 
to be more than twins; they were 
not only born, but muſt co-exiſt and 
die together. The queſtion of Right 
is heard of no more; it is now be- 
become a queſtion of Power; and it 
appears to me that the ſword will 
determine the conteſt. The Colo- 
nies pretend to be -ſubje& to the 
King alone; they deny ſubordination 
to the ſtate, and, upon this principle, 
have not only declared againſt the 
authority of Parliament, but erected 


— 
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2 government of their own, inde. 
pendent of Britiſh legiſlation, To 
ſupport a diſobedience to rights 
which they ance acknowledged, they 
| Have already formed affociations, 
armed and arrayed themſelves, and 
are preparing to bring the queſtion 
to the iſſue of battle. This being 
the caſe, it becomes highly neceſſary 
For us to arm alſo; we muſt pre- 
Pare to quench the evil in its in- 
Fancy, and to extinguiſh a flame 
which the natural enemies of Eng- 
land will not fail to feed with unre- 
anitting fuel, in order to conſume 
Our commerce, and:tarniſh our glory. 
mmeſs will be ſoon completed, 10 the 

honour of the mother-country, and 


the 


(1320 
the welfare of the Colonies, who, 
in ſpite of all the aſſiſtance given 
them by the Houſe of Bourbon, 
muſt, unleſs our government acts 
like an ideot, be forced to ſab- 
miſfon. 


For my own part, I have not 
that high opinion of their Roman 
ſpirit, as to ſuppoſe that it will in- 
fluence them contentedly to ſubmit 
to all the horrors of war, to reſign ' 
_ every comfort in which they have 
been bred, to relinquiſh every hope 
with which they have been flattered, - 
and retire to the howling wilderneſs - 
for an habitation ; and all for a 
dream of liberty, which, were they 
to poſſeſi to · morrow, would not 

give 
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ge them a privilege ſuperior to 


thoſe which they lately enjoyed, 
and might, I fear, deprive them of 
many which they experienced be- 
neath the clement legiſlation of the 
Britiſh government. ; 


Ido not mean to enter at large 
into the ſubject; but, if miniſters 
know what they are about, the mat- 
ter may be ſoon decided: and in 
every meaſure which tends to pro- 
mote ſuch a defirable end, they 
ſhall receive all the poor helps I 
can give them; I will neither fit 
ſilent, nor remain inactive. But if, 
by neglect, ignorance, or an inde- 
ciſive ſpirit, the latter of which J 


rather ſuſpe& from them, they 


ſhould 
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ſhould let the monſter: grow up into 


ſze and ſtrength, my ſupport ſhall 
be changed into oppoſition, and all 
my powers exerted to remove men 
from a ſtation to which they are un- 
equal. Remember this aſſertion.— 


preſerve this letter. and let it ap- 


pear in judgment againſt me, if I 
err from my preſent declaration. 
I remain, yours, &c. 


* K* 


LETTER Tu TWENTIETH. © 


T was very natural in ſuch a 
Strephon as you are, to imagine 


that I had hurried away to court 
—_r the 
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he nymphs; I mean the wood: 


into a park or garden, is ridiculous. 
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nymphs of H— —. Now, I have 
fo little thought about, or regard 
for theſe ladies, that I had, at one 


time, determined to deſpoil their 


ſhade, and make.a profitable uſe of | 
the oaks which ſhelter them. You 
will ſhriek at the idea like any 
Hamadryad; but, in ſpite of ſhrieks 
or intreaties, I bad it in contempla- 
tion to be patriotic, and give the 
groves of H—— to the ſervice of 


my country. 


The ſyſtem of modern gardening, 
an ſpite of faſhion and Mr. Brown, 
is a very fooliſh one. The huddling 
together every ſpecies of building 


The 


The environs of a magnificent houſe 
ſhould partake, in fome degree, of 
the neceflary formality of the build - 
ung they ſurround. This was Kent's. | 
opinion; and, where his defigns have 

eſcaped the deſtruction of modern 
- refinement, there is an eaſy gran- 
deur which is at once ſtriking and 
delightful, Fine woods are beauti- 
ful objects, and their beauty ap- 
proaches nearer to magnificence, as 
the maſs of foliage becomes more 


yiſible; but to dot them with little 


white edifices, infringes upon their 

greatneſs, and, by ſuch diviſons and 

ſubdiviſions, deſtroys their due effect. 

The verdure of Britiſh ſwells was 

not made for Grecian temples: 

' flock of ſheep and a ſhepherd's 10. 
2 are 
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are better adapted to it. Our di- 
mate is not ſuited to the deities of 
Italy and Greece, and in an hard win- 
ter 1 feel for the ſhuddering divini- 
ties. At H—— there is a Temple 
of Tbeſeus, commonly called by the 
gardentr the Temple of Perſeus, 
which ſtares you in the face wherever 
you go; while the Temple of God, 

commonly called by the gardener the 
Piariſb Church, is ſo induſtriouſly hid 
by trees from withur, that the pious 
matron can hardly read her prayer- 
book within. This was an evident 
preference of ſtrange gods, and, in 
my opinion, a very blaſphemous 
improvement. — Where Nature is 
grand, improve her grandeur, not 
by adding extraneous decorations, 
: | but 
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but by removing obſtructions. Where 
2 ſcene is in itſelf lovely, very 
little is neceſſary to give it all due 
advantage, eſpecially if it be, laid 
into park, which undergoes no va- 
riety of cultivation. 


Stow is, in my opinion, a moſt 
deteſtable place; and has in every 
part of it the air of a Golgotha : 
a princely one. I muſt acknowledge; 
but in no part of it could I ever 
lole that gloomy idea. My own 
park poſſeſſcs many and very rare 
| beauties ; but, from the deſign of 
making it claſſical, it has been 
charged with many falſe and un- 
ſuitable ornaments. A claſſical park, 
or a claſſical garden, is as ridiculous 

K 3 an 
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an expreſſion as a claffical plumb. 
pudding, or a claſfical ſurloin of 
beef. It is an unworthy action to 
ſtrip the Claſhes of their heroes, 
gods, and goddeſſes, to grow green 
amid the fogs of our unclaffical 
climate, But the affectation and 
nonſenſe of little minds is. beyond 
deſcription. How many are there, 
who, fearfu} that mankind will not 
diſcover their knowledge, are con- 
tinually hanging out the fign of 
hard words and pedantic expreſſions, 


 Hke the late Lord Orrery, who, 


for ſome claſſical reaſon, had given 
his dog a claſſical name; it was no 
leſs than Ceſar ! However, Cæſar, 


one day, giving his Lordſhip a moſt . 
unclaſſical bite, he ſeized a cane, 
and 


K 

and purſued him round the toom 
with great ſolemnity, and this truly 
claffical menace,—** Ceſar / Ceſar / 
© if I could catch thee, Caſar | I 
« would give thee as many wounds 
« as Brutus gave thy name-Jakt in 
« the Capitol.” This is the very 
froth of folly and afſectation. 

| Adieu, &c. 


LETTER Tus TWE NTV. IRS r. 


My dear Sir, 


OBEY your commands with 
; ſome reluctance, in relating the 


ſtory of which you have heard ſo 
K 4 much, 
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much, and to which your curioſity 
appears to be ſo broad awake, I 
do it unwillingly, becauſe ſuch hif- 
tories depend ſo much. upon the 
manner in which they are related; 
and this, which I have told with 
ſuch ſuccels, and to the midnight 
terrors of ſo many ſimple ſouls, will 


make but a ſorry: figure in a writ- 


ten narration, —However, you ſhall 
have it. 


It was in the early part of 
— — —'5$ life that he attended an 
hunting club at their ſport, when 
a ſtranger, of a genteel appearance, 
and well mounted, joined the chace, 


and was obſerved to ride with a 


g of courage and addreſs that 
called 
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called forth the utmoſt aſtoniſhment 
of every one preſent. The beaſt he 
rode was of amazing powers; no- 
thing ſtopped - them; the hounds 
could never eſcape them; and the 
huntſman, who was left far behind, 
ſwore that the man and his horſe 
were devils from hell, When the 
ſport was over, the company invited 
this extraordinary perſon to dinner: 
he accepted the invitation, and aſto- 
niſhed the company as much by 
the powers of his converſation, and 
the elegance of his manners, as by 
his equeſtrian proweſs. He was an 
orator, a poet, a painter, a mulician, 
a lawyer, a divine; in ſhort, he was 
every thing, and the magic of his 
diſcourſe- kept the drowſy ſportſ- 
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men awake long after their uſual 


hour, At length, however, wearied 
Nature could be charmed no more, 
and the company began to ſteal 
away by degrees to their repoſe. On 
his obſerving the ſociety diminiſh, 
he diſcovered manifeſt figns of un- 
eaſineſs : he therefore gave new force 
to his. ſpirits, and new charms to 
his converſation, in order to detain 
the remaining few ſome time longer. 


This had ſome little effect; but the 


period could not be long delayed 
when he was to be conducted to his 
chamber. The remains of the com- 
pany retired alſo ;: but they had 


| fearce cloſed their eyes, when the 
_ houſe was alarmed by the moſt ter- 


rible ſhrieks that were ever heard: 
| ſeveral 
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ſeveral perſons were awakened by 
the noiſe but, its continuance being 
ſhort, they concluded it to proceed 
from a dog who might be acciden- 
tally confined in ſome part of the 
houſe : they very ſoon, therefore, 
compoſed themſelves to ſleep, and 
were very ſoon awakened by ſhrieks 
and cries of ſtill greater terror than 
the former. Alarmed at what they. 
heard, ſeveral of them rung their 

bells, and, when the ſervants came, 
they declared that the horrid ſounds | 

proceeded from the ſtranger's cham- 
ber. Some of the gentlemen imme- 

diately aroſe, to enquire into. this ex- 

traordinary diſturbance z and, while 
they were dreſſing themſelves for 
that purpoſe, deeper groans of deſ- 
| pair, 
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pair, and ſhriller fhrieks of agony, | 
again aſtoniſhed and terrified them, 
After knocking ſome time at the 
ſtranger's chamber: door, he anſwer- 
ed them as one awakened from 
ſleep, declared he had heard no 
noiſe, and, rather in an angry tone, 
deſired he might not be again dif- 
turbed. Upon this they returned 
to one of their chambers, and had 
ſcarce begun to communicate their 
ſentiments to each other, when their 
converſation was interrupted by a re- 
newal of yells, ſcreams, and ſhrieks, 
which, from the horror of them, 
ſeemed to iſſue from the throats of 
damned and tortured ſpirits. They 
immediately. followed the ſounds, 


: and traced them to the ſtranger's 


cham- 


( 17 ) 
chamber, the door of which they | 
inſtantly burſt open, and found 
| him upon his knees in bed, in the 
act of ſcourging hiniſelf with the 
moſt unrelenting ſeverity, his body 
ſtreaming with blood. On their 
ſeizing his hand to top the firokes; 
he begged them, in the moſt wring- 
ing tone of voice, as an act of mercy, 
that they would retire, aſſuring them 
that the cauſe of their diſturbance 
was over, and that in the morning he 
would acquaint them with the rea- 
ſons of the terrible cries they had 
heard, and the melancholy ſight 
they ſaw, After a repetition of his 
enireaties, they retired ; and in the 
morning ſome of them went to his 
Nenne but he was not there; 


and, 


ä—œu—uF—m—— — — 


Upon further enquiry, the groom 


+. 8 I 
found it is be ane gere of blood, 


ſaid, that, as ſoon as it was light, the 
gentleman came to the ſtable booted 
and ſpurred, 'defired his horſe might 
be immediately ſaddled, and ap- 
peared to be extremely ĩmpatient till 
it was done, when he vaulted in- 
ſtantly into his ſaddle, and rode out 


of the yard on full ſpeed. — Servants 


were immediately diſpatched: into 


every part of the ſurrounding coun- 


try, but not à ſingle trace of him 


could be found; ſuch a perſon had 


mot been ſeen by any one, nor has 
_ been fince heard of. 


The circumſtances of this ſtrange 


Aory were immediately committed 
| to 
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to writing, and ſigned by every one 
who were witneſſes to them, that the 
future credibility of any one, who 
Hould think proper to relate them, 
might be duly ſupported. Among 
the ſubſcribers to the truth of this 
hiſtory are ſome of the firſt names 

of this century,——1t would now, I 
believe, be impertinent to add any 
thing more, than that I am, 
Yours, &c, 


etc... i 


LETTER Tut TWENTY-SECOND. 


THANK you moſt fincerely, 

1 my very dear Friend, for your 
-obliging congratulations on my late 
pro- 


( 150 ) 
promotion; and I have no better 
way to anſwer the friendly. counſels 
which accompany. them, but by 
opening my , heart to you upon the 
occafion, and 1 its men 
| with you. 


15 You 1 my father, and I am 
ſure you will applaud me in de- 
claring that his character did real 
Honour to his rank and his nature, 
A grateful fame will wait upon his 
memory, till, by ſome new change 
in human affairs, the great and good 
men of this country and period 
hall be loſt to the knowledge of 
_ diſtant generations. In the repub- 
ic of letters he roſe to a very confi- 
derable eminence ; his deep poli- 

2 tical 
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| tical erudition is univerſally ac- 
 knewledged; and, as a ſenator both 
of the lower and higher order, his 
name is honoured with diſtinguiſhed 
veneration. In his private as well 
as public life, he was connected and 
in friendſhip with the firſt men of 
the times in which he lived; and, 
as a Character of ſtrict virtue and 
true piety, he has been univerſally 
held forth as the moſt ſtriking ex- 
ample of this age. The idea of un- 
common merit accompanies all opi- | 
nion of him ; and to mention his 
name is to awaken the moſt pleaſing 
and amiable ſentiments. As you 
read this ſhort and imperfect outline 
: of his character, fill it up and 
do it jultice. Now, it will, perhaps, 
Vol. I. 4 ſur- 


—— AP — — 
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ſurpriſe you, when you are informed, 
that the poſt in government which 
this great and good man moſt de- 
fired, and could never obtain, was 
the Chief Fuſticeſhip in Eyre, &c. &c. 
The reverſe of the picture is as fol- 
Jows : that your humble ſervant, and 
his gracious fon, whoſe character 
you perfectly know, has been ap- 
pointed to this very poſt, in the 
infancy of his peerage, without any 
previous ſervice performed, hint 
given, or requiſition made on his 
part, and without the propoſition 
of any conditions on the part of 
the Miniſter. When I was fur- 
priſed by the offer, I was ſur- 
priſed alſo by a ſudden and unuſual 


ſuffuſion on my cheeks, at the 
« contraſt 


( 153 ) | 
contraſt of mine and my father's 
charafter,—of mine and my father's _ 
lot. Indeed, ſo big was my heart on 
the occaſion, that, when the miniſ- 
terial ambaſſador had left me, the 
ſentiments of it burſt forth upon the 
firſt perſon I ſaw, who happened not 
to be a very proper receptacle for 
the reflections of virtue. 


There is a very great encourage- 
ment in this world to be wicked, 
and the Devil certainly goes about 
in more pleafing ſhapes than that 
of 4 roaring lion. In the name 
of Fortune, my dear friend, how 
and why are theſe things ? Is it the 
increaſing corruption of the times, 
or the weakneſs of government, that 
12 gives 


C 
gives to diſſolute men the meed of 
Virtue; or do miniſters think it ex- 
pedient to give a ſop to the maſ- 
tiff whoſe growl might make them 
tremble? You, who have made men 
and manners your ſtudy, who have 
looked ſo deeply into the volume of 
the heart, and have acquired ſuch an 


happy art of reconciling the appa- 


rent inconſiſtencies of human .af- 
fairs, .muſt, inſtru&t me. I wiſh you 
could improve and convert me! [ 
am not inſenſible to what is good; 

nay, there are moments when the 
full luſtre of virtue beams upon me. 
I try. to ſeize it ; but the gleam eſ- 


capes me, and J am re-involyed in 
dari;neſs. The conflict of reaſon 
and paſſion is but the conflict of a 


moment; 


( 155) 
moment ; and the latter never. falls 
to Fer off in triumph. 


Hideo neliora 2 
Deteri ior a . * „ 


1 am yours moſt truly, &c. 


f ” 


LETTER Tus TWENTY-THIRD? 


WIS H the Morning Poft, and: 
every other Poſt that ſcatters ſuch 
malignant, falſe, and deteſtable hiſto- 
ries, in the bottomleſs pit, with its; 
writers, printers, editors, publiſhers, 
collectors, and purchaſers, To be 
L 3 158 tlle 
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the ſubject of an occafional © para- 
graph is not worth a frown. It is 
a tax which every one in high ſta- 
tion muſt pay, be he good, or be he 
| bad, to that Demon of Calumny, 
who now has a temple prepared for 
his ſervice at every breakfaſt-table 
in .the metropolis. But to be the 
ſole theme of a ſcandalous chronicle, 
and to fee it not only faved from 
. oblivion, but raiſed into univerſal 
notice and reception, from its abu- 
five hiſtories of me, is a circumſtance 
big with every 'pain and penalty cf 
mortification. To add to my dif- 
treſs, no means of ſatisfaction or 
revenge are in my power; and, if 
reſentment were to weave a ſcourge, 


and I could uſe it to my withes, [ 
ſhould 
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ſhould only give new materials to 
prolong the tale. The bufineſs of 
filent contempt is above me; and 
the mode of conduct you recom- 

mend is like St. Auſtin's reaſon for 
belief, quia impeſſibils eff I cannot 
enter an houſe where the page of 
my diſhonour does not lie upon the 
table. Every man who meets me in 
the ſtreet, tells me by his very looks 
that he has read it. I have overheard 
my own ſervants obſerving. upon it, 
and the very chairmen can repeat its 
tales: I expe& every day that my 
horſe, like Balaam's aſs, will neigh 
ſcandal at me; not indeed from celeſ- 
tial, but helliſh intervention. 


Some ſteps, however, muſt be 
L 4 taken, 
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taken, and ſome method adopted to 
filence the cry. To-bribe the hounds 
would. produce a mortification al- 
moſt equal to what I now ſuffer ; 
but there is no divining how long 
the ſtory may laſt, and the eld can- 
tabitur urbe is terrible. Bear it I 
cannot, and revenge is not in my 
power. The raſcal keeps within 
the circle of privilege ; and, if he 
ſhould ſlip out of it, I am afraid that 
it would not anſwer my purpoſe to 
avail myſelf of his incaution. In 
ſhort, I don't know what to do. You 
will oblige me more than ever, in 
forming ſome wiſe reſolutions for 
me, and in perſuading me to execute 
them, — Adieu! 


LET TEP. 
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LETTER TA TWENTY-FOURTH. : 
My dear Priend; 
OUR' ſenſibility. towards me 


during my late perſecution, is 
a fattering mark of that alfeRionate 


eſteem which you have ever borne 
me. I moſt fincerely thank you for 
it; and have only to wifh that the 
world knew I till retain fo. warm 
- a place in your heart. Such a cir- 
cumſtance would ſerve as an anti- 
dote againſt the poiſon which has 
been inſtilled into the minds of man- 
kind on my ſubject. The batteries. 
of Scandal are at length turned from 
me; and ſome new object of their 
rage will, I hope, make their thun- 
dering attack upon me to be quickly 


forgotten. 
] love 


"© 

I love my country, its conſtitu- 
tion, and its privileges, too well to 
ſay, write, or even think, any-thing 
againſt that palladium of Britiſh 
freedom, the Liberty of the Preſs, 
though 1 bave been ſuch a ſufferer 
by it. While it remains, (and may 
it ever remain I) the people of Eng- 
land will have a ſecurity for thoſe 
privileges which give them a ſupe- 
riority over every other nation. Per- 
haps the enormities of private ſcan- 
dal ſhould be checked, at the ſame 
time that, I think, it would be dan- 
gerous to ſuffer eyen an-excreſcence 
of any ſtaple privilege to be cut off. 
The track of innovation widens - 
every moment ; and on this exam- 
ple, if it was once opened, there 15 

no ſaying where it would end. 
A Prieſt, 


(16 ) 
A Prieft, I think, is ſald to 0 


invented Gunpowder; and a Soldier 
has the credit of firſt ſuggeſting the 
art of Printing: and I have heard 
wonderfully curious and profound 
obſervations made upon the ſtrange 
combination of the inventors - and. 
their inventions. But, ſurely, it does. 
not require a moment's reflection to 
diſcover, that this improvement in 
the buſineſs of war, as well as in the 
republic of letters, could. not have 
proceeded ſo naturally from any 
other characters. It is, I believe, 
univerſally allowed, that, fince the 
introduction of artillery and fire- 
arms, the trade of war is become 
comparatively innocent ; Slaughter 
no wades Knee-deep in blood; 

| and 


- wo 
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adi her ſword is now no ſooner 
drawn than it is ſatisfied. A diſco. 
very, therefore, which has leflened 
the carnage and horrors. of battle, 
was moſt naturally produced by a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, 
On the contrary, we have only to 
examine the hiſtory of letters ſince 
the invention. of Printing, and lo! 
what an hoſt of polemical writers ap- 
pear, armed with the moſt bitter ſpi- 


rit of malice and reſentment | What 


ſeuds, both national and domeſtic, 
have ariſen from it ! What rage. has 


been enflamed How many wars have 
been engendered ! What diſgraceful, 


inflammatory,and unchriſtian contro- 
verſies maintained! How many ſcan- 


dals of every Kind have been propa- 


gated, 


% 
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gated, and what paſſions have been 
incized by it! &c. &c. ſo that the 
moſt free governments have been 
. obliged to enact laws to reſtrain and 

controul it. Such an invention, 
therefore, may be ſaid to proceed, 
in its natural courſe, from one whoſe 
profeſſion is founded in the animo- 
ſities, injuſtice, and malevolence, of 
mankind. I doubt not but you will' 
now agree with me, that the world is, 
as it ought to be, more indebted to 
the prieſt than the ſoldier. —You 
will tell me, perhaps, that this argu- 
ment ariſes from the ſmarting of my 
wounds, which are not yet ſkinned 
over: I feel mvſelf of a contrary 
opinion ; but I will quit the ſubject 
*ull not a ſcar remains, when I ſhall 


61640 
take the opportunity of ſome tran- 
-quil hour to bring the matter, by 
your leave, into debate with you. 
I remain, with great regard, &c. 


1 


—— — 


LETTER Txs TWENTY-FIFTH, 


My dear — 8 ., 


I Muſt acknowledge, notwithſtand- 
4A ing I am treated with ſome de- 
- gree of civility in it, that the Dedi: 
cation you mention is a wretched 
: bufineſs, and diſgraces the volume 
to which it is prefixed. You won- 
der I did. not write a better for him 
myſelf; 


| © WS 3 
myſelf ; and I would, moſt aſſuredly, 
have done it, but, among many ex- 
cellent qualities which this dedicator 
poſſeſſes, he is a blab of the firſt de- 
livery, and I dared not venture * 
truſt him. | 


The teſtamentary arrangement 
which appointed him to the honour- 
able labours of an editor, took its 
riſe from three motives: firſt, to 
mark a degree of parental reſent- 
ment againſt an ungracious ſon ;— 
ſecondly, from an opinion that a 
gracious nephew's well - timed flat- 
teries had created of his own under- 
ſtanding ;—and, thirdly, from a de- 
ſign of beſtowing upon this ſelf-ſame 
gracious nephew a legacy of honour 


from 


Ga 
take the opportunity of ſome tran. 


your leave, into debate with you. 


-I remain, with great regard, &c. 


vw 


Nn 
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{LETTER Tus TWENTY-FIFTH, 


I Muſt acknowledge, notwithſtand- 
ing I am treated with ſome de- 
gree of civility in it, that the Dedi: 
cation you mention is a wretched 
: buſineſs, and diſgraces the volume 
to which it is prefixed. You won- 
der I did not write a better for him 

myſelf; 
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myſelf ; and I would, moſt aſſuredly, 
have'done it, but, among many ex- 
cellent qualities which this dedicator 
poſſeſſes, he is a bla of the firſt de- 
livery, and I dared not venture Ls 
truſt him, | 


The teſtamentary arrangement 
which appointed him to the honour- 
able labours of an editor, took its 
riſe from three motives : firſt, to 
mark a degree of parental reſent- 
ment againſt an ungracious ſon ;— 
ſecondly, from an opinion that a 
gracious nephew's well - timed flat- 
teries had created of his own under- 


ſtanding ;—and, thirdly, from a de- 


ſign of beſtowing upon this ſelf-ſame 
gracious nephew a legacy of honour 
from 


( 466 ) 


from the publication, and of profit 
from the ſale, of the volume. He is 
as proud of the buſineſs as a new- 
= Knight of his title, is never 
eaſy but when he is receiving incenſe 
from bookſellers and their j Journey- 
men, and loves to be pointed at as a 
child of ſcience. I wiſh he may be 
contented with his preſent celebrity; 
though, if I know him aright, this 
editorial buſineſs will awaken ideas 
-of his having talents for -a fuperior 
character, and that he is qualified to 
publiſh his own works with as much 
:eclat as he bas done thoſe of ano- 
cher. If he attempts to climb the 
ladder of ambition in any, but par- 


c ticularly in a literary way, he muſt 


„fall. I have counſelled him to be 
Content 


( 1675 
content; and the booby gives it out 
that 1 am envious of his reputation. 
Poor, filly fool! Tonly with the daw, 
may keep the one poor feather he has 
got; for, if he attempts any addition 
to his plumage, the vanity will draw 
him into a ſcrape, in which he will 
be ſtripped as bare as Nature made 


ut, to change my ſubjeR to a 
coxcomb of another ſex: Mrs. 
— — — has dene what the has no 
right to do, and has ſaid what the is 
not authoriſed to ſay. It is not in 
the power even of ſo able and ſo re- 
ſpectable an advocate as yourſelf to 
work up anything that has the 


ſemblance of a ſatisfactory juſtifica- 
"Vox. NE 3 tion. 


— — > PTE nA DES. * — 
9 


lantry ; if you have been influenced 
by the Lady's requeſt, I admire your 


168; % 


Z 
—_ 
7 
- * 


ſo powerful in the, cauſe of truth, 
are the Aighteſt, of all cobwebs in 


| ſopport,. or, I ſhould. rather ſay, in 


palliation of falſehoed. This, among 
other things, is much to your ho- 
qualification to plead a bad cauſe. 
If you have been a volunteer on the 
occaſion, I compliment your gal- 


ready friendſhip. You ' have every 
merit with me; and, co give you the 
ſatisfaction you ſo well deferve, 1 
cannot but authoriſe you to ſet the 
dame at reſt, and to huſh her every 


fear. This is no ſmall ſacrifice ; for 
I have the moſt e means of ven- 


geance 


Cw) 
geance in my hands: aud, if it wil 
advance your . intereſts, at her court, 
you have full permiſſion to declare 
that my wrath nn oy 
mme 
N u 1 nomen 


Erle in pang a, wy babet "indie 
e 7 


| 
= L 


1 
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I xemain, very truly, &c. E. 
4. » - . | # „ 1 9 9 77 1 4 me . i 
"FR A liz . 
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LETTER Trug TWE NTY-SIXTH 


7-OU ve won beth your. r- 
gers. In ſpeaking of the in- 
ne of China, I do make uſe 
M 2 of 


1 — . 
. 
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ef the word Cbineſes; and I borrow 


firſt bet, that I uſed ſuck an expreſ- 
kon, your ears, I truſt, will be grate- 
ful for the confidence you had in 
them. But your ſecond wager, that, 


if I. did uſe it, I had a good autho- 


rity, is very flattering to myſelf ; and 
I thank you for the opinion you en- 
tertain of the accuracy of my lan- 
guage. My memory will not, at 


this moment, direct you to the page; 
but you will readily find the word 


in the Index of Newton's edition of 
Milos. | 41 


Of all the poets that have graced 
ancient times, or delighted the latter 
ages, Milton is my favourite; I think 

him 


6% ) 
him ſuperior to · every other, and the 
writer of all others the beſt calcu- 
lated to- elevate the mind, to- for 
a nobleneſs of taſte, and to tracks 
a bold, commanding, energetic lan- 
guage. I read him with delight as 
ſoon as E could read. imatalt; and, 
remember, in my father's words, 
I pave the firſt token of premature 
abilities in the peruſal of the Para- a 
aß Lat. I was quite # boy, when, : 
in reading that poem, I was fo for- | 
cibly ſtruck with a paſſage, that: P 
laid down the book with ſome vio- 
lence on the table, and took an 
haſty turn to the other end of the 
room. Upon explaining the cauſe 
of this emotion. to my father, he 
e me in bis arms, ſmothered 
* M 3 me 


« 
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me with embraces, and immediate- 
ly wrote letters to all his family and 


friends, to inform them of the won- 


| derful foreboding I had given of fu- 


ture genius. Your curioſity may na- 
turally expect to be gratified with 
the paſſage in queſtion; I quote it, 
therefore, for papers reflection and a- 
en are 


He ſpate: and, to confirm his words, out flew. 


Millions of flaming JO, A fron the 


thighs « 
Of mighty Cherubim : the fadden Maze 
Far ron illumin'd Hell! * 


The two principal orators of the 
preſent age (and one of them, per- 
haps, a greater than has been pro- 
duced in any age) are the Earls of 


Mansfield and Chatham. The for- 
*t mer 


(Ws). 
mer is a great man; Ciceronian, but, 
1 mould think, inſerior to Cicero: 
The latter is a greater man; Demo- 
henian, but ſuperior to Demeſthenes. 
The firſt formed himſelf on the mo- 
de} of the great Roman orator; he 
ſtudied, tranſlated, rehearſed, and | 
acted his Orations: the ſecond diſa 
dained imitation, and was himſelf a 
model of eloquence, of which no 
idea can be formed but by theſe _ 
who have ſeen and heard him. His 
words have ſometimes frozen my 
Young, blood into ſtagnatian, and 
ſametimes. made it pace in ſuch an 
hurry through my yeius, that I could | 
ſcarce ſupport it. He, however, 
embelliſhed his idras by, claſhcal 
amuſements, and. oecaſiovally. reads 

| M4 the 
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the ſermons of Barrow, which he 


conſidered as a mine of nervous ex- 


preſſions: but, not content to cop- 
rect and inſtruct his imagination by 


the works. of mortal men, he bor- 
rowed his nobleſt images from the 


language of Inſpiration. Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke allo gives an happy dig- 
nity to parts of his ſpeeches, a want 
of which is, in. general, their only 
defect, by the application of 8 


tural . 


| "Though I have fuck. bright and 


venerable. examples before my eyes, 


I purſue a fomewhat different, but 
not an oppoſite track ; for Milton, 


from the excellence and form of his 


works, bas every claim to the title 
f | * 2 DO 
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_ of a claſic: from the nature alſo of 
his principal ſubjects, which are 
drawn from ſcripture, we may be 
fad, in ſome degree, to read the ſa- 
ered writings when his great poetical 
Commentary of them (for fo I ſhalf 
call his Paradiſe Loſt and Regained) 
is the object of our ſtudies.—The 
Orations of Cicero, notwithſtanding 
their character in the world, pleaſe, 
but de not inflame me. We are at 
too great a diſtance from the period, 
and have not a ſufficient idea of the 
manner ef their delivery, to be af- 
fected by them, They are very 
fine compoſitions ;. and it is the 
evidence of their being compoſitions. 
that is their chief fault: and if Lord 
Manifeld- were to pronounce the 
| beſt 
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beſt of them, in bis beſt manner, I 
doubt much of their ſuppoſed effect. 
They chill, the warmth. of my feel. 
ings ; and I have often eſſay ed, but 
in vain, to work up in me an eleva· 
ion of mind and ſpirits. fron a re · 
petition of the Raman Oratiens. 

muſt acknowledge that Land Boling- 

rate, a great and ſplendid authority, 
is agaioft me, Who, in language 
more apimating than 1 could ever 
find in Tulh's eloquence, declares 
that no man who has a ſoul can 
read his Orations, after the revolu- 
tions of ſo many ages, after the ex- 
tinftion of the governments and of 
the people for whom tbey were 
compaſled; . without feeling at this 
hour the paſſions they were deſigned 


to 
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to move, and the ſpirit they were 


in his Lordſhip's ſenſe of the: ex- 
preſſion, 1 have: no ſoul: but I ſuſ-· 
pect the truth of this aſſertion, as I 
well know that he would, at any 
time, facrifice a juſt criticiſm: to a 
fine period, and truth itſelf to 2 
brilliant paſſage. His character and 
genius were both intemperate; and. 
when his tongue or his pen were 
pleaſed with their ſubjects, he was. 
borne rapidly on by the ſtream of 
eloquence, nor conſidering or caring 
whither he went. When his ima- 
gination was once kindled, it was an, 
equal chance whether he obſcure 
virtue, or dignified Vice. The 
ſource of his deluſive writings was. 
Drone an 


| 
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A Besdtbeng bel key, which 


felf, as he had ever done upon man. 


5 kind aſe wh] to return to "wy _— 


he the life ** me, 1 cannot read 
Sermons even with Lord Chatham ; 


and my hands are too unhallowed to 
unfold the Sacred Volume: buiil find 
in Milton's Poems every thing that 
is ſublime in thought, beautiful in 


imagery, and energetic m language 


and expreſſion. Toattain a reputa- 
tion for eloquence is my aim and 


my ambition; and, if I ſhould ae- 


quire the art of cleathing my 


thoughts in happy language, adorn- 


ing them with ſtriking images, or 


_—_— them. by commanding 
words, 


6950 
words, I ſhall be indebted for fuck | 
advantages to the dy of or gon 
him _ 2134" 72 5 
0 2 00564 
* 8 you woe not recom» 
wand my friends, the Poets, to take 
a leading part in the ſtudy of clo» 
quence. Tou may, probably, ap- 
prehend that poetical purſuits would 
be apt to give too poetical a turn to 
diſcourſe as well as writing ; and to 
beget a greater attention to ſound 


tainly founded in truth; and Fm 
objections are perfectly ſenſible, when 
an application to the Poets is not 
conducted with judgment, and mo- 
derated by proſaic reading and exer- 
cies, — A little circumſtance in 

| point, 


than to ſenſe. Such an idea is cer» | 


6) 
point, vieh juſt occurs to ine; will 
make you ſmile: When my father 
had completed the firſt copy of his 
Hiſtory, the friends, to whom he ſent 
it for their: criticiſm and correction, 
ten in a kind of irregular blank 
verſe,” from the beginning to the 
end. He vnt much ſurpriſed at 
che information ; but, on examining 
| bis work, de found it to be true, 

und gave to the whole the excellent 
dreſs it - now: wears. Sir Robert 
R-— was ſo unfair as to impreſs 
ſome of the paſſages upon his me- 
mory, and has fince been ſo il - 
natured as to repeat them.— But, to 
put a period to this long letter, I de- 
elare myſelf to be very angry, when 


you 


480 


you are but twenty miles from me, 
that you ſhould not put your horſes 
ſhorter ſpace of time than is neceſ- 
ſary to fill up half a ſheet of paper. 
You will do well to come and atnuſe 
yourſelf here, leaving: gouty unckes 
nnd croaking aunts to themſelves. 
There is more vivacity concentrated 
in my little dell; chan is to be found 
in all the ample ſweeps of your vale. 
As es ou L will prepare 4 
hren do fing to you, and you ſhall 
zccompatiy ͤher in any manner Yo 
pleaſe, 'Adient-— + © 
© Yours, moſt truly, r. 
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nobter motives and better reaſons, 
are in oppoſition to thoſe propoſals 
which the Americans are ſaid to have 
offered to induce France to give an 
avowed ſupport to their cauſe. My 
information goes ſomewhat farther, 
and aſſures me, that the opinions of 
the two ſtateſmen already mentioned 
are ſupported by all the graver men 
and old officers in the kingdom. 
America, at preſent, makes a very 
powerful and extraordinary refiſte 
ance, and there ſeems to be a ſpirit 
awakened in her people, which will 
woefully prolong. the period of her 
reduction. The conteſt is, at pre - 
ſent, between a child forced into 
reſiſtance by what it calls tyranny, 
and a parent enraged at filial ingra- 
Votu k N titude, 
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titude, who is reſolved to rectaim 


bis offspring by farce and chaſtiſe- 


ment. In ſuck a ſtate, though a 
mad ſpirit of rebellion may inſtigate 
revolted children to act againſt the 
parent, and the brethren of the 
houſe of their parent, the latter will 
go very reluctantly to the buſineſs of 
bloodſhed ; and mapy a brave man 
will confider the duty of the foldier 
and the citizen as incompatible, and 
let the former fink into the latter. 
But the moment that America flies 
for protection to the ams of France, 
the caſe will be changed: every tie 
of confanguinity will be then bro- 


Eken; it will be impoſſible to diſtin- 


guiſh between them and their alhes ; 
. will be all he object of one 
CERT 


65 
common reſentment ; and the Ame- 
rican muſt expect, as they will furely 
find, an equal exertion againſt them 
as will be employed againſt their in 
ſidious ſupporters. 


But this is not the only reaſon why 
I think America will maintain the 
conteſt better without the open ſup- ; 
port of France ; I bave another, in 
the natural averſion they bear to each 
other, No two civilized nations, 
in the ſame quarter of the globe, 
can bear a more different and claſh- 
ing character than France and the 
revalted colonies. Fire and water 
would as ſoon blend their oppofite 
elements, as the ſolemn, gloomy, 
unpoliſhed American, with the gay, 

N 2 ſprightly, 
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| ſprightly, animated Frenchman, Be. 
ſides, how will it be poſſible for the 
fimple, ſullen leaven of Calviniſm to 
be kneaded in the ſame lump with 
the motley genius and complicated 
ceremony of Popery ? While the 
hope for independence keeps alive 
the ſpirit of contention, ſuch con- 
fiderarſons, if ſuggeſted at all, will, 
for a time, give way to their ambi- 
tion; but, ſhould the object of it be 
attained, they would ariſe, 'on the 
firſt interval of repoſe, in all the 
bitterneſs of diſunion, and bring on 
a ſcene of internal confuſion big 
with greater horrors than they now 
experience. What will theſe delud- 
- ed people think, and how will they 
act, who, after manifeſting ſuch a 
; ſolemn 


( 5) 
ſolemn and bold averfion to the 
power of a Proteſlant Biſhop, after 
having held forth the act of parlia- 
ment which gave to the conquered 
inhabitants of Canada a toleration 
of their religion, as one of their 
juſtifications to rebellion; I repeat 
again, what will be the conduct of 
theſe people, when they ſee the croſs 
adored in their ftreets, and hear the 
benedictions and anathemas of Rome 
pronounced in their cities! 
3 ugh 
For my own part, I cannot con- 
ceive ſuch an event as American 
Independence ; ; and, in my poor 
opinion, if it were to be given them 
to-morrow, it would, in the end, 


prove a worſe preſent than the Stamp 
N 3 A 


- Geneva. They both poſſeſs the ſame 


C18 3) 
Ad infelf, with all its aggravated 
borrors.—The guards are ordered to 
croſs the Ailanic, and —— along 
with them, 1 am glad you like 
him; LI thought my prophecy in 
that particular would be fulfilled, 
You knew Madame, I think, at 


_ diſpoſition to give a pleaſant turn 
to every thing. They put their ſon 
to board chea un Bourgeois de Dijon, 
and have never ſince troubled them - 
ſelves about the boy, or the penſion 
ſtipulated for his ſupport. Luckily 
for the child, the man to whoſe 
care he was entruſted has taken a 
fancy to him, and declares, if he 
ſhould be deſerted by his parents, 
that he will do his beſt to provide 

| for 
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for him; and our friends think it 
— aaſys 


00 bare *. to ſee the ue | 
bulk, where, among many other 
miſerables, I ſaw poor Dignam wehr 
the habit of à ſlave. He ſeemed 
diſpoſed to ſpeak to me; but 1 had 
previouſly. defired the ſuperinten- 
dent to requeſt him, fince it was not 
in my power to do him fervice, to 
wave all appearance of his having 
kuown me. This mode of puniſh- 
ment offers a very ſhocking ſpec- 
tacke; and, I think, muſt undergo 
ſome alleviation, if it be not entirely 
aboliſhed. If it were to come again 
before parliament, I ſhould give the 


pelt a very ferious — 
N 4 | 


- — — — 
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Fr) the meaſure a very ſerious op- 


poſition.. Is it not extraordinary, 
that the firſt public exhibition of 


' Nlavery in this kingdom, - for ſo it is, 
however the fituation may be quk- 
 lified by law,---ſhould be ſuggeſted 
by a Scotchman, and that the firſt 
regulator of this miſerable buſineſs 
mould be from the ſame country? 
I do not mean to throw out any 


unpleaſant ideas concerning any one 
whoſe lot it was to be born on 
the other fide of the Tweed, but 
merely to ſtate a fact for your ob- 


ſervation. I have known many of 
my northern fellow - ſuhjects, and 


eſteemed them. David Hume poſ- 
ſeſſes my ſincere admiration; but 


though the object of his writings | 
was 


910 
was to remove prejudices, he him - 
ſelf poſſeſſed the ſtrongeſt in favour 


of his country, and was, as is the 
great weakneſs of Scotchmen, ſo jea- 
lous of its honour, that I gave him 
great offence at Lord Hertford's at 
Ragley, by aſking him at what time 
of the year the harveſt was hbuſed 
in Scotland. My queſtion aroſe from 
an innocent defire of being fatisfied 
in that particular; but he con- 
ceived it to convey a ſuſpicion, that 
there was no harveſt, or at leaſt no 

barns, in his country ; 'and his an- 
ſwer was flight and churliſn.— 
Fare you well! If you hear any- 
thing. on the Continent that at. all 
concerns the preſent ſtate of public 
affairs, 1 beg you will not fail to fa- 
FI | vour 


6 92) | 
your me with oy at ay 
municktion, 


Jam, with. great fincerkey, &c. 


TITTEN Tux TWENTY-EIGHTH. - 


My dear —— , 

CANNOT aſſert it as a matter 

within my own knowledge; but 
I have ſome reaſon to believe, that 
the late Earl of Bath, at the cloſe 
of life, manifeſted a kind of pre- 
ference of the French to the Engliſb 
government. Upon what princi- 
| 25 ples 
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ples ſuch an opinion was grounded, 
1 cannot pretend to ſay: it is im- 
poſſible he could form it in the 
abſtract ; it muſt ariſe, therefore, 
from pride of heart, degrading 
ſentiments of mankind, a natural 
love of power, or from ſome of 
thoſe ſelfiſh motives which grow 
more ſtrong and prevalent as men 
approach the end of their days. 
In ſhort, the French government 
might be more ſuitable to his cha- 
' rater and diſpoſitions ; and, though 
this conjecture is not in his favour, 
believe it to have a foundation in 
truth. It is a common caſe among 
mankind, where reaſon and judg- 
ment are perverted by the ſtrength 
of habitual inclination, I will give 
1 | — 


... tual gratification, as to give their 
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you an example that ſhall 


pleaſe 


No one of common underſtand- 
ing, and who has the leaſt idea of 
human affairs, or knowledge of hu- 
man nature, after a comparative 
examination of the Goſpel and the 
Alcoran, will not give to the former 
a moſt inſtant, decided, and uni- 
verſal preference. He will admire 
the rational and amiable doctrines 
of the one, and as readily acknow- 
ledge the abſurdities of the other. 
Nevertheleſs, there are men of ſenſe, 
Al know ſome of them, and ſo do 
you, my friend, who would ſo far 
yield to the warm defire of habi- 


imme - 
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immediate conſent to exchange 
Chriſtianity for the religion of Ma- 
bomet. Lord Bath muſt have been 
indebted for the opinions given to 
him, to the triumph of an irra- 
tional ſelf-loye'over a rational love of 
mankind : perhaps, to the imbecil- 
lity of his ſocial affections may be 
added the ſtrange caprices of * 

appointed dotage. | 


. have either read or heard an aſ- 
ſertion, that it is impoſſible to find 
upon earth a ſociety of men who 
govern themſelves upon principles 
of humanity; and I am forced to 
acknowledge, that the opinion will 
find a very powerful ſupport in the 
euſtoms of almoſt every country 


in & 


—— — —— . — — — 


mank ind, and examine, with an im- 


5 
fider with attention the hiſtories of 


partial eye, the conduct of different 
nations, will be ſoon convinced, that, 
except thoſe duties which are ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the preſerva- 


tion of the human ſpecies, he can- 
not name any principle of morals, 
nor imagine any rule of virtue, 
which, in ſome part or other of the 


world, is not directly contradicted 
by the general practice of entire 


| ſocieties. The maſt poliſhed nations 


have ſuppoſed, that they had an 
equal right to expoſe their chil. 
world. There are countries now 


exiſting, where the child feels it as 


T ** 
an bigh ac of filial duty to deſert 
or murder their parents, when they 
can no longer contribute to- their 
own ſupport. Garcilafſo de la Vega 
relates, that certain people of Peru 
make concubines of their female 
priſoners. of war, nouriſh and care- 
fully feed the children they have 
by them, on which they afterwards 
feaſt. But this is not all; when 
the wretched mother can no longer 
furniſh the delicacies of their horrid 
banquets fram her womb, ſhe ſhares 
the fate of her offspring, and be- 
comes the meal of the barbarians 
whoſe throats have been moiſtened 
with the blood of her children, 


15 ( 198 Y 
it would be a matter of very 
little difficulty to fill a volume 
with the various inhumanities 
which mingle with the governments 
of the Alan, African, and ſavage 
American nations of this day. The 
hiſtorians, alſo, of ancient times, 
would greatly enereaſe the ſad hiſ- 
tory of human calamity ;- nor is 
the quarter of the world which we 
inhabit exempted from furniſhing 
its quota to the miſerable account. 
The various cuſtoms, religions, and 
governments, which divide more 
enlightened Europe, might furniſh 
2 multitude of actions leſs  barba- 
-- Tous, indeed, in their appearance, 
but as reprehenfible in reality, and 
| as 


„ © 
as dangerous in their Wee 
as thoſe already adLj,l!k 
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Eegland, however, has this ad- 
vantage ovor the reſt of her neigh- 
| bour kingdoms, that the examples 
of inhumanfey which the Has pro- 
duced have arifen from an auda- 
cious abuſe of her laws; ; while thoſe 
of other nations ſeem to ariſe from 
the nature of their conſtitutions, 
A code of ſuch wiſe, rational, and 

humane legiſlation never was known 
in the world, as that which pre- 
ſcribes the rule of cuctond, as well 
to the governors as to the governed, 


in our Kingdom. The pripgigles 
of it are founded jp the pefſechon 
of buman reaſon, and, in a certain 
| Vol. Wo, O degree, 


(2.9 
degree, on that happy union df 
Juſtice and merey which Divines 
have given to the decrees of Omni. 
Potence. ut my paper admoniſhes 
me to quit this ĩntereſting ſubject, or 
it will not leave me a ſpace ſufficient 
to affure you — what real — 


I am, 1 0 * 
18 
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4 HE firſt article of your letter, 
0 which tells me of 
z death, has very much af. 
* | fected 
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fected mes, and, if it had arrived 
three hours ſooner, . I would have 
ſet off for London, to have diſfi-_ 
pated the grave thoughts it occa- 
ſions. I can hardly give credit to 
your account of her laſt moments: 
ſhe had much to regret; rank, for. 
tune, friends, and beauty, which, 
Saint Evremond ſays, a woman parts 

with more reluctantly than even 
life itſelf, By this time, I truſt, 
ſhe has reached the Elyfian F ields, 

and, with the bleſt inhabitants $ | 


that delightful abode, 


On flowers repos'd, ard with freſb anc | 
| cru d, 8 | 
Q immortality and joy, = y 


O 2 


However 


on ſex, Her ſentiments, language, 
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"However thar may be, the event 
of her death is very ſenſibly felt by 
me. I ſhall mifs her very much; not 


indeed as an acquaintance, tor ſhe 


would admit me only to her public 
aſſemblies, — but as an object of re- 
ſpect: and truly ſorry ain I that ſhe 


s gone, for the ſake of her fex, us 


Me has not left one behind who can 


ſupply her place in my good opinion, 


1 had a ſort of occafional reſpect for 
every woman on her account, which 
I fear will be buried in her grave, — 
She had nothing of female inconſiſt. 

ency about her, and every- thing of 
female delicacy. She converſed with 


the underſtanding of a man, but 


with the grace and elegance of her 


and 


e 

and manners, were, like her own 
frame, in the image of man, but 
poſſeſling every attraction of female 
nature. I will tell you a ſecret; ſhe 
was the only woman who ever made 
me bluſh, and ſhe once dyed my 
cheeks with ſuch a crimſon ſhame, 
that I feel them oy at this — 


moment. hs * 
* * 
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goodneſs, tenderneſs,; affection, and 


uo ſmall 8 delivery. How- 
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To maintain the qualities of 


fincerity, in the ſeveral offices of - 
life; to diſdain ambition, avarice, 


luxury, and wantonneſs; and to 


avoid affectation, folly, childiſhneſs, 
and levity ; is the conſummation of 
a female character, and was fully 


accompliſhed by the lovely woman 
| whois no more. She little thought, 
I believe, that it would be an em- 
ployment of mine to pen her eu- 


jogium; and you ſmile, I ſuppoſe, 
at my pretenſions to deſcribe female 
perfection. To tell you the truth, 


I ſtrained very hard to produce the 
foregoing period. My brain had 


a ſevere labour of it, and ſuffered 


ever, 


— 
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ever, I now recommend the pious 
bantling to your care; and, I think, 
the midwife and the nurſe will not 
conteſt the buſineſs of ſuperior qua- 


lifications.. 


I put an dr to the Pleaſure of 
my acquaintance with — — — at 
the Duke of Bolton's mafquerade at 
Hackwood, ſome years ago, by what-- 
I thought a little ſimple love- 
making, but which ſhe thought im- 
pudence; and ſhe has never ſuffered; 
me to approach her fince that time, 
but upon .the moſt diftant footing... 
You may know, perhaps, that I 
have got a terrible character for this 
ſelf. ſame vice of effrontery, and, 1 
am afraid, not without ſome little | 
_ reaſon, * is, upon the whole, an 
| O04 impru- 


9 
imprudent mode of proteeding; and, 
though attended with more ſucceſs 
than modeſt people may imagine, as 
you well know, never has a proſper- 

- ous concluſion, One failure tacks a 
- miſerable epithet to one's name for 

_ ever. In military operations, the 
attack by ſtorm ſometimes effects 
great matters; but, on ſuch a deſign, 
a repulſe is ſometimes fatal, and al- 
ways attended with much loſs and 
bloodſhed. This has been the caſe 
with me in fields leſs glorious, but 

far more delightful, than thoſe of 
Mars. © 


"The arrival of newſpapers has 
cauſed a fhort interruption to my 
writing; and ney acquaint me with 
| a cit. 
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a circumſtance which you have 
omitted, that ſhe died in child-bed. 
It was à cuſtom, as I have read, 
among ſome of the antient nations, 
to bury the infant alive with the 
mother whoſe death it had occa« 
fioned. I ſhudder at the idea; ne- 
vertheleſs, in this particular inſtance, 
I am diſpoſed to vote all my malice 
to the brat which has deprived the 
world of ſo bright an ornament. 
Adieu !—Shall I pay a compliment 
to your penetration, in ſuppoſing 
that you will perceive how tardily 
my pen has proceeded to the bot. 
tom of the page ? But this is literally 
the fact. The French proverb ſays, 
On ne parle jamais de bonne foi, quand 
en parle mal des femmes. I ap- 
- prehended 


(2 


prehended you would be un! ucky 
enough to reverſe the ſentiment, and 
apply it to, | 
Yours, &c. 


fe 
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E all of us grew fuddenly 
tired of our Wiliſbire ruſti- 
cation; and, without a diſſentient 
voice, voted a party to Briſtol, where 
I eat ſuch excellent turtle, and 
drank ſuch execrable wine, that, 
with the heat of the weather into- 
the bargain, I was ſuddenly taken 
er ak Ya my 


bl 
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H} at the play-houſe, almoſt | to 7 
ing, and was obliged to hurry into 
the air for reſpiration. Believe me, 
I did not like the bufineſs. Cold 
ſweats. and ſhiverings, accompanied 
with internal ſinkings, gave me @ + 
better notion of dying than 1 pad 
before, and made me think ſo ſeri- 
ouſly of this mortal life, that, on my 
return home, I ſhall take the oppor- 
tunity of the firſt gloomy day to 
make my will, appoint executors, 
and harangue my lawyer into low 
ſpirits on the doctrine of death 1 
3 | 


Is exhibited myſelf.-for none of 
the party would accompany meat 
2 __ breakfaſt at the Hot Wells, 


and 


11 | 
and fat down at a long table with a 
number of animated, cadavers, who 
devoured their meal as if they had 
not an hour to live; and, indeed, 
many of them ſeemed to be in that 
doleful predicament, But this was 
not all. I faw three or four groups 
of hectic ſpectres engage in cotil- 
lions: it braught inſtantly to my 
mind Holbein's Dance of Death ; and 
methought I ſaw the raw - boned 
ſcare-crow piping and tabouring to 
his victims—So I proceeded to the 
fountain ; but, inſtead of roſy, bloom 
ing health, diſeaſes of every colour 
and complexion guarded the ſprings. 
As I approached to taſte them, I 
was fanned by the fœtid breath of 
bing 2 ſtunned with 
expiring 


„„ 
expiring coughs, and ſuffocated with 
Such a living Golgoths + never en- 
tered into my conceptions; and 1 
could not but look upon the ſtu- 
pendous rocks, that riſe in rude 
magnificence around the place, us 
the wide-ſpreading jaws of an uni- 
verſal ſepulchre. 


Lord Walpole told me he was 
thete in attendance upon a davgh- 
ter.—I was glad to turn my back 
vpon the ſcene: hut I had not 
yet come to the concluſion of it; 


for as I was waiting for my chaiſe, 
two different perſons put cards into 
my hand, which informed me where 
funerals were to be furniſhed with 

the 
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the- greateſt expedition, and that 
to let to any part of England. I 
immediately leaped into my car- 
riage, and ordered the paſtilion to 
drive with all pothble haſte from a 
place where I was in danger of be- 
ing buried alive. 


Aber all, this tenancy of life is 
but a bad. one, with its waſte and in- 
gteſs of torturing diſeaſes; which, 

not content with deſtroying the build- 


ing, maliciouſly torture the poſſe ſſor 
with ſuch pains and penalties, as 
to make him oftentimes curſe the 
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Man's fetble race what ills await 

Labour and penury,—the racks of pain ; 
Deſeaſe and farrow's mournful train, 

1 And Death, jad refuge from the florms of 


Fate. 


Tf I continue this kind of letter 
any further, you will tell me that I 
ſhall -repent, - found ' hoſpitals; and 
die a Methodiſt; and that Rocbeſter s 
Funeral-Sermon and mine will be 

bound up in the ſame volume, to 
the edification and comfort of all 


dinners of every enormity. Adieu, 
, nod deliove me very t. 


, 


Yours, Kc. 


15 . BIS * 


* 


IETTER N THIRTY:PIRST. 
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NEITHER hunt nor ſhoot: the 
former is a diverſion which re- 
quires certam ſacrifices that 1 can- 


not grant, and ſhall not enumerate; 


the latter fuifs me better, but is as 
Jittle purſued as. the other. The 


dufineſs and form, not to ſay ty- 


ranny, of preſerving Game, which is 


- neveſfary to eftabliſh a certainty of 
Fport, is not 20-my way of thinking. 


The laws. concerning Game form a 
very unconſtitutional monopoly : but 
that is not all; the peace and 
cociety of provincial vicinities are 

. more 
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more or -leſs diſturbed, by jealou- 
ies and diſputes arifing from the 
Game, in every part of the kingdom. 
My country employments | are -bet- 
ter than you imagine, I am read- 
ing, with great care and obſerva- 
tion, the works of the Chancellor 
D Aueſtan of France. Many years 
ago, my father gave a volume of 
them to me,. defiring me to ſtudy 
it with attention, and conſider the 
2 as his own paternal coun- 

At that time I did neither one 
nor * other; however, I am now 
making ample amends for former 
neglect. The magiſtrate, the ſtateſ- 
man, the lawyer, the man of the 
world, the orator, and the philoſa- 
Pher, will find delight and in ſtruction 

Vor. J. P in 
I , 
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my departure ſhall be prolonged to 
your pleaſure. I am, with. real re- 


gard, | 
Your moſt: faithful, &c.. 


LETTER run THIRTY -' SECOND. 


My Lord, 


read to you a ſhort time before his 
death; but in vain. As he had de- 


N obedience to your Lordſhip's 

commands, I have left no plaee 
unſearched, and have ordered every © 
poſſtble inquiry to, be made after 
the manuſcript which my father 


P 2. termined: 


* 
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termined upon a re-· publication of 
his Miſcellaneous Works, with the 
addition of ſome pieces which had 
never been printed ;. I imagine he 
was cautious about preſerving any 
papers or compoſitions that were 
not in his opinion ſufficiently pre- 
pared for the preſs, leſt the par- 
tiality of his ſurviving friends might 
give them to the world. 


1 am apprehenſive, my Lord, 
that the manuſcript. in queſtion 
| ſhared the fate of many others which 
he had not an inclinatian to finiſh, 
and did not chuſe. to leave in an un- 
finiſhed. ſtate. However, in my 
ſearch, I found three or four large 
ſheets of paper in a folio volume, 
| which, 
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which appear. to contain extracts 
from the memoirs of the great men 
of the laſt and preſent centuries, and 
were probably ſome- of- the rude 
materials that formed the biographi- 
cal ſketches which your Lordſhip ſo 
much admired, and whoſe- loſs, on 
that account, gives me ſo much con- 
cern. Theſe papers contain little 
more than ſcraps of characters. The 
principal object of them ſeems to 
be the Duke de Vitri, Ambaſſador 
Plenipotentiary from the French 
King, for the peace of Nimeguen; 
but it is impoſſible to form out of 
them any ſatisfactory account of 
that able negociator. That my let 
ter, however, may not be-entirely., 
without amuſement, I ſhall add a. 


couple 


1120 


couple of quotations, which I have 
found among the reſt, from the cha- 


racters of very figuring perſonages 


on the theatre of Europe. I call 
them quotations, as they are written 
in Italian, though I cannot name 
the author from whence they are 


taken, and are immediately follow- 
ed by the character of Petronius, 


from the Annals of Tacitus. — The 
firſt of them relates to Cardinal Ma- 


 zarin, and the ſecond to Oliver 


Cromwell. ſhall make no apology 
to your Lordſhip for their language, 


1 have been informed that you 
_ underſtand it equally. well with . your. 


own. I am, my Lord, 
With great reſpect 
And obligation, &c. 
Car- 


( 
Candinal Mazarin. 


3 
nogi contribui la fortuna, che fun- 


pli con la digmita a cid che mand us 
natali, Egli  baveva bella e grata 
preſenxa, fool lifta & amabile, occhi 
vivaci, gratia e decoro ugualmente fe 
-parlava, o taceus:--- Pin che fino e ca- 
pace in ſimular Þ intentioni, e diſſimu- 
lare gli affetti. La fortuna lo ſof: 
ien ad ogni paſſe, e fe pur elcuxs 
volla les poſe al timor & al pericolo, 
non fu che per animarlo, e per trarntlo 
con Maggiore irionfo. 


Cromwell. 


 HUOMO grande ne i vitii, & nelle 
virtù, che nel arbitrio di licentioſa for- 


1438 


found among the reſt, from the cha- 
racters of very figuring perſonages 
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couple of quotations, which I have 


on the theatre of Europe. I call 
them quotations, as they are written 
in Italian, though. I cannot name 
the author from whence they are 


taken, and are immediately follow- 
ed by the character of Petronius, 


from the Annals of Tacitus.—The- 
firſt of them relates to Cardinal. Ma-- 


| Zarin, and the ſecond to Oliver 


Cromwell. ſhall make no apology 
to your Lordſhip for their language, 


2 I have been informed that you 
_ underſtand it equally. well with your 


own. I am, my Lord, 
With great reſpe& 
And obligation, dec. 
Ca- 


0 1 * 
Cardinal Mazarin. 


| MOLTOla natura, n 
nuſto gli contridui la fortuna, che fup> 

phi con la dim a cid a ut 
natali, Egli baveva bella e grata 
preſenza, faccia lia & amabile, occhi 
vivaci, gratia e decoro ugualmente ſe 
parlava, o taceva.Più che fino e ca- 
pace in ſimular I intentioni, e diſſimu- 
lare gli affetti. La fortuna lo ſof: 
teme ad ogni paſſe, fe pur elcuns 
volla les poſe al timor & al pericolo, 
non fu che per animarlo, e per 1 
con maggiore ee. 0 


Cromwell. 


HO grande ne i vitii, # nel 
©-*irtit, che nel'arbitrio di licentioſa far- 


una "iſe, con wirabile 3 
ſobrio, caſto, modeſto, vi vigilante, inde- 
fo, ma da:eftrema'ambitione agitato, 
 appena pos ſatianſ col ſangue dil Re, 
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"HE manner "in which the 
FinsT inen of theſe 
LzTTERs has been received, 
renders any apology unneceſſary 
on publiſhing the SzconD,—— 
It may, perhaps, be proper to 
obſerve, that the Length of the 

laſt Letter, containing the Hil- 
tory of Wigs, &c. &c. &c. 
A 2 ariſes 
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ol) ETTER mus 1 THIRTY TMP, 
= you ever by chance oed 


into a book on the ſcience of 
Cookery ? If ſo, have you not ob- 
ſerved, that the culinary diſciple is 
inſtructed, when certain quantities of 
graby, or eſſence, or conſerves, are 
prepared, la put then by for uſe f 
A 3 Now, 
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Now, if, we > could panggs, g ideas | 
in the, ſame. Manner, if e. could 
Jock, up our acquired thoughts, and a 
knowledge in a kind of intellectual 
be drawn; forth for appliration . we 
mould no. longer be the, ſlaves of a 
capricious, recollection, which at 
. this hour offers its treaſures with in- 
tuitive readineſs, yields them on the 
_ -mortow with ſullen reluctance, and on 
the ſucceeding day may refuſe them 
do our nioſt arduous reſearches, The 
active events of life, however, ſeldom 
die on the remembrance ; and you 
muſt certainly be miſtaken in aſſoci- 
ativgwith me the circumſtance you 
mention in your letter, which is at 
his instant before me. It is morally 
A unpoſtible. 


ic 7 7 
*$apofiiblethar 1 ſhould have forgot- 
ten it. My u 8 
Say feel 1 MG, which has not 
r one time or other (deceived me: 
nv ſo firm is its texture, that the 
oblivious hburs of - Countfhip- do not 
affect its wonted capacitie . tho, to 
lay the truth mine is a very drowſy 
progreſs. Affiduny without jove, 
tenderneſs without ſincerity, and 
dalliance without defire, afford the 
miſerable, the hopeleſs, but the faith- 
ful picture of my fluggiſh journey 
to the terapte of Hymen; However, 
to give ſomething of colour to the 


intervening hours between conſent 
and fruition, his Lordſhip performs 
woanders, and ſighs and flatters for 
k beedleſs ſon : nay, he tunes bis 
os A 4 neg- 


( 
ZR ty 
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neglected . lyre, and ſings the power 
of thoſe: ebarms, which, by an 
Anti. Cirœean faſcinatiou, ate deſtined, 
by, bis- fancy, ton teeab my vagrant 
ſootſteps to the paths of Virtue. 
of the Greek; I cannot refit the 
Jong, of be Syrens; andy, partial as L 
may be to... paternal mufſic, it, will 


prove, in its ee pon e. 
. to bein. 
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But = os is 28 torpour.. and. i inagi- 
mation, and what Love could not 
produce, Vanity bas ioſpired. Tuo 


of the brethren of the hguſe of. my 
Dylcinea made her a, viſit laſt week, 


with a defign . of turning her from 
the expeQation of a Coronet and 
| | from, 


. 

fon el I/ med dt tellt q bat 
they vare . honeſt, fimple bourgeols, 
ors they would not have meditäted 
ſuch & fruſtleſserrand to ther am- 
bitious Siſter - 1 was Welk affüred 
hat they ld not covert ber, I 
the faney came acroſs tie to al 
eovertidg theth. In this bufineſs 
ſo extrted myſelf in every form of | 
attention, flattery, and amuſement, 
that I verily believe they returned to 
their home at Chipping-Norton with- 7 
aut chforcitg that remonſtrance 
Which was dee to their j jour- 
"ev; —Thi t Cb ping - Nor lion, in whoſe 
"neighbourhood 1 paſſed with my 
Grandmother many of my yourhfal 
days, and t to which L bad never aſſo- 


Gated any idea but that of Pigs 
; Playi ing. 


. 

playing wpon Organs that chilly 
Qbippia Mer ion thoold yield ene of 
its former toaſts to be ſhe Can Spoſa 
of your friend What can your 
fertile ſaney deducr from the union 
of Haglty's Genius and che widowed 
Protectreſs of the more than widow - 
ed Leaſowes ? If offspring there 
mould be, what a ſtrange Deimi- 
Theocrite will owe its being to ſuch 
an Hymen. Alas! my friend, this 

is but a dream for your amuſement 2 
tlie reality will offer 1 your com- 
paſſionate experĩence the marriage of 
Infatuation and Neceflity, Whoſe le- 
Sitimate and certain jſſue will be a 
ſeparate Maintenance, | and, perhaps 
a titled Dorf. 12 
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I have many and varipus enmm- 
nications to make to yon, but they 
muſt be. reſerved for perſonal inter- 
Sur ſe, In, the mean time, when 
you ſhall. ſee me announced as being. 
added to che Benedicks of the Jear, 
fave, me, I beſeech you, ſave me 
your congratulations. Nothing is fo- 
abſurd as the tide of felicitations. 
which, flow, in upon à poor newly- | 
married man, before he himſelf can 
derernzine, and much leſs the com- 
Plimenting world, upon the propriety 
of them. Marriage is the grand 
Lottery of Life; and it is as great 
a folly to exult upon entering into it,. 
as on the purchaſe of a ticket in the 
State Wheel of Fortune. It is. 


uben the ticket is drawn a Prize 


that 


1 wt 


5 
that e can anfwet to congratulation. 
— Adieu! ent on 1d 
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Tf 1 am not very much miſtaken, 


CE 


your. library-table is always fur- 


i 


viſhed” with an interleaved Bruyere, 


on whoſe blank Pages, you amuſe 
zourſelf with extending the ideas of 
that celebrated writer, or direQting 
them to modern applications. 1 2 
. 71 119 130 
am, therefore, to offer my name as 


an addition to your 7 and 


to defie that i in your cholia on that 


excellent work I m ay. furniſh a trait 
to bis admirable character of the 


Abſent Mag! * NO 18 . 0. 
Qa 


, 


ES 
On dhe day of my marriage, 4 


ee no more of chat . 


After the nuptial benediction was 


—— ve A. Re iS — — 


——- 0 


over, and we were returning to our 
equipage, inſtead or being the gallant 
Benedick, and conducting the, new- 
made Mrs. L— — — to her coach, 
1 flouched e on before, and was aQth- 
ally getting into the carriage, as if 1 
bad been quite alone; but, 7090 
lecting myſelf. as my foot was upon 


977 


apolagy,, which completed the buſi- 


nels, for Taddrefled the Bride in her | 


"widowed. name, | with . My dear Mrs. 
« ÞP— 7 beg ten thouſand par- 


Th 4 5 Du C 


* dons,” and ſo on., This fit of Ab. 
; was, as "ſtrange as it proved. ri- 


diculous—an omen, perhaps, of, all 
the 


4 — 


the ftep, 1, turned round to make my 


— ab 
che ungracious buſineſs. wHich-> to 


follow. Ton mey firſt laugh at this 
Uttle foolidh iſtory, and then, if you 
pleaſe, apply it to a more ſerious 
Purpoſe. | But this ſpecies of Abienoe 
238 an hergditacy: virtue A Virtue | 
| ſay'you—Yes, Size Vine ; for it is 
moſt flattering degree. I will preſent 
you with a moſt remarkable example, 
which you may alfo add to the com- 
poñtion of your modern Theophraſtus. 
His Lordſhip was about to pay a 
M and a large bunch of 
early pinks/ lay upon bis toilette, 
which were to oompoſe the offering 
of - the day. With thoſe antique 


—_ 


„ 
of profellional beer; wer wour e 
rhe ot large Howing wigz it appears 
10 bs gonvenient, in the deremony of 
their Ureſty thut the head ſhould bring 
up the reur, and be vovefed the laſt. 
Tho fulktrunmed fur” wis put On, 
the ſword" w]. gifded to Mi fide, 
the /thaptdu 'birs Was compreſſed by 
his! teft urth; the bunch ef pins 


graced his right-hand, and Mis nights = 


cip remainett upon his pate. The ſer- 
Fant having left the room, the vene- 
mable Peer, forgetful of his-perukean 


-  thotiours, would actually have ſullieti 


forth into the ſtreet in full artuy and 
en bonner ie win, if his valet de 

chambre had not arrived at the 
driticab moment, to prevent his ſin- 
1 +I was /prefent, but my 
aſto- 


thought which produces Wiſdom. 


-Fore, on the proſpec of 


to render 4m tg — | 
and, I was. told unen ihe. accalign, 
that, altho* this kind of -obeational 
Abſence of Mind might furniſh F olly 


with laughter, it generally aroſe 
from that habitval, here: of 


Vou may congratulate” ne. — 
my 


vandement to the title ef Su ge. 


. v4 vin etl i ht MAGE its In1228 


11 br — and what 


n - i 4s 


10 


is, 40... follow. God alone g, knows. 
Strange (things. daily happen dans 
4 bas | monde, and things more 
range: | may be behind. I bave 
fuck a budget to open for you !-— | 
bit that diſcovery muſt be feſerved 
till we meet. wee it 60" Ef at 
3 i * T3009) 
TD guitdem, 1 — 
1g. 202 £1 137 orig 35 
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1. Congratulate you, with. vo com- 
mon, 4incerjty, on having got 
moſt eompletely into a ſcrape; from 
whence all your fineſſe and prudent 
demeanoue will not be able to ex- 
Vol. II. 3 tricate 
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mien nue. 


OY * e to 


4) 
ericate yo I have ſoen you, more 


chan nee, ventute: un a fligbt 


which, left my efftontery far behind, 


while I could not but-erivy you the 
advantages which | public ptepoſſeſ- 
2 favour give you over 


e. Frequently bave I blaſphemed 
8 not Having given me 


the art of faving appearances” which 
Fou ſo emmently poſſeſs ; but J 


have iow: god reaſon to-hopey' char 

you have, at length, fallen From = 
your beight, and will be bbliged ih 
future to rolf in the tire with my. 
elf, and à few others 16f four C 
The Devil Jab che 
language of the proverb, having 
long oed you a grudgeg has taken 
pay rity 
4. s 4 You 


61 


Von may now exclaim, — 


ebtranee inte our Pandemomum, 


Hall, horroüfs; Hail! and a ee 
505 LD Hell.. TOY" Tt 02 ins 
NN N. Ei r. Ain 
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For, your conſolation, however, 1 
Mall inform you, that, before the 
period of my, preſent incatrigible 
humour, I. was once in a ſtate of 
diſadyantage, o rery fimilar, in, its 
vireumſtances and effects, to that 
Which, has nom overtaken you. 
You, muſt know, then, that ſome 
years ago 1 had formed an unlucky 
plan to mortify my Right,, Reve- 
tend Uncle, who had taken ſome 
authoritative e liberties with mae, 
wuhout given him à fair) oppor- 
tunity* to! expreſs) his teſentment. 
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ed to tl heir number ber and impot! 
rance from the accidental peruſe? 
of a fe republiſhed tract on the con” 
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acer, U., way, armed with, the” Of 
mn of my; Father, who ho,was preſent, 
and, in his Ferſiau Lane write 

ten to che ſame, purpoſe. ', In, ſhort, 
L enjoyed, all, the trigmgh. t hat my 
malicious en | . could _haye 
framed, The Prelate: grinned 1 with 
weration, but was forced to  acqui- 
ckee-/in,;filence, and I, had my re. 
unge Bur, not many days after, 
en! my ener towards | ths 
in fruition,; a 77 4 circumſtans 
Wepepen,n Which, is vigilant ahger 
ghadly ; ſeizgg, in order to heap 
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fide of Huphey Park; à Chaiſe paſſed 
along followed © by a couple of 
attendants with. French Horns. 
Who can that be, ſaid my Father? 
Some itinerant mountebank, re- 
plied I, if one may judge from his 
mufical followers. T really ſpoke 
with all the indifference of an inno- 
cent mind; nor did it occur to me, 
that the Right Reverend Father in 
God, my Uncle, had ſometimes. 
been pleaſed to travel with ſer- 
vat accoutred with ſimilar in-; 
ſtruments. £3887. ein g 
Bot evil on itfelf will ſuoh roco, 
add my tecollection was ſoon re- 
ſtored 10 me by & torrent of abuſe, 
which was, in length, violence, and, 
K ſaid, in exprefhon, 
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emal to An ſacred angthema of 
Popiſn reſentment. lm ſhort, I 
vas curſed, damned, and ſent to the 
Devil, in alli the chaſte periphraſis 
cf a Prieſt's implacability. The 
whole of the buſineſs was of à very 
ſingular nature: he availed himſelf 
of an inoffenſive occurrence to let 
Jooſe his reſentment at 4 paſt: of 
fence 3 while IL, in a ſtare of actual 
innocence; ſunk beneath the con⸗ 
ſoiouſneſs of my paſt guilt... This laſt 
part of the ſtary is, I preſume, in 
perfect uniſon with your preſent 


feelings But, to conclude With a2 


ſerious obſervation, be aſſured, my 
friend; that however rich, great, ot 
powerful a man may be, ie is the 
1 of folly ro make perſonal 
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nde of Hagley Park, à chaiſe paſſed 
along followed by #'-' couple of 
attendants with. French Horns. 
Who can that be, ſaid my Father? 
Some itinerant mountbbark, re- 
phed I, i6 one may judge from his 
niufical followers. I really ſpoke 
with all the indifference of an inno- 
cent mind; nor did it occur to me, 
that the Right Reverend Father in 
God, my Uncle, had ſometimes 
been pleaſed to travel with ſer⸗ 
ſeruments. En nolifnty 100 190 
But evil on itſelf will ſvon recoil, 
ad my tecollection was ſoon ro- 
ſtored to me by à tarrent of abuſe, 
which was, in length, violence, and, 
* ee ſaid, in expreſſion, 
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ena to aby ſacred angthema of 
Popiſn reſentment. In) hort, I 
ves cutſed, damned, and ſent to the 
Devil, in allü the chaſte periphraſis 
la Prieſtꝰ s implacability. The 
whole: of the buſineſs was of à very 
ſingular nature: he availed himſelf 
of an inoffenſive occurrence to lot 
booſe his reſentment at 4 paſt of- 
fence 3 while I, in a ſtare of actual 
innocence; ſoak beneath the con⸗ 
ſoiouſaeſs of my paſt guilt. This laſt 
part of the ſtary is, I preſume, in 
perfect uniſon. with your preſent 
feeling But, to conelude with 2 
ſerious obſervation, be aſſured, my 
friend; that; however rich, great, ot 
powerful a man may be, it is the 
2 of folly to make perſonal 
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enemieh from: any, butparticulasly 
frony perforaly! motives g for one un- 
guardedi moment andoi wh could 
dupport che horrors of a nevet ceaſing 
ſuſpicious vigilance may yield you 
to the revenge of the moſt deſpicable 
of mankind. From a very unpleaſant 
experience of my oven, I ſhould: moſt 
fincerely counſel every young man, 
who is entering on the theatre of 
the world, to merit the good opi- 
nion of mankind, by ap caſy, un- 
affected, and amiable deportment 
to all, which will do mofe to 
make bis walk threugh Hife — 
able and happy, than thbſe m 
 Briking and ſplendic qualities, 

which are for ever in ghe extremes 
0 3 — 6 
ſhall. 
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Hall be curious to hear of the pro- 
gteſs you make in the thorny paths 
ef Contrition, and whether the 
| ſwits of it will be adequate to the 
humiliating penalties you muſt 
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* My dear gir, ite | 
\ Sincerely; lament with you: the 
1 erh of Dr. Goldſmith, as 4 
very conſiderable loſs to the learned; 
the laughing, and the ſentimental 
world. Elis verſatile genius wWus ca- 
lt. —  _ 
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pable of producing ſatis ſactian to | 
perſons f al theſe vary ing deno- 


minations. But I hall, without heſi- 


tation, combat the opinion which 
Yau derive from the inſolvent ſtate in 


which he died, that Genius and Ta- 


lents meet with an ungrateful return 
from mankind, and are generally ſeen 
to ſtruggle with continual and ioſupe- 
rable difficulties. Plautus is related 
to have turned a mill, Boethius died 
in a gaol, Taſſo was in copſtant 
diſtreſs, Cervantes died of hunger, 
and our Otway from too eager an in- 
dulgence of that appetite/s Camoens 
ended his days in an hoſpital, and 


Vaugelas left his body tob the ſur- 


geons io pay his debts, ag far as it 


as 22402 with 


would go. I n. paper 


CS 
with a inelancholy detail” of Genius 
in misfortune; but it would require: 
2 volume of no common ſize to e 
amine into the cauſes of ſuch an af- 
fecting braneh of human diſtreſs +, 
and if 'a work of that nature were 
to be compoſed, it would prove no. 
more than what we alteady know, 
that Genius is not exempt from 
human failings, and frequently poſ- 
ſeſſes them in a degree ſuperior: to 
ordinary talents and common dulneſs. 
An improvident ſpirit,” and diſdain- 
of reflection, are no uncommon at- 
tributes of that character; and I need 

not inform a child of ten years old, 

that the dulleſt Roſinante, who keeps. 
on his way, will ſooner arrive at 
his deſtined end, than the fleeteſt 
An courſer 
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eovffer GH Numarket, who bas 
taken u different direction. EYE VI10 1 
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An unenligttened and barbarous 
age maß den bread to mei of un- 
derſtandling; but we have the happi- 
neſs to lde in the full blaze of rea- 
ſon” and knowledge. At tbis period, 
che maß of Genius, "os wett a8 the 
tels learged character, is Equally the 
frimer of his own fortube 3 and it 
muſt ailſe ftom ſome inherent def. 
clency in both, when the menns o 
eomfortable exiſtence, to ſay no 
More ate remote from them. This 


5 age is the mſt , favourable that has, 


ever been known in the, annals of 
Time, fon men of Genius, Talents, 
and Skill, in any and every branch 
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of ſciente and art. Ta come home, 
however, to your ſubjech, tell, me, 
I beg of you, in what reſpect Doctor 
Goldſmith was neglectod. Ag ſoon 
29 his talents were kom, the pub- 
lie diſcovered. a ready diſpofition. to 
reward. them; vor did be eyet pro: 
duce. the fruits of them in vain, 
His mode of life is generally known : 
the Profits , of his labours are no 
wert, and, the patronage; beneath 
which he, ſome time, 2 
2 matter of public notorietyj: nor 
ſhall I ſwerve from trutlht in the 
decliration, that he was encouraged 
equal to his merits, whatever they 
may havs been; and · that the public 
were ready to increaſe their favour 
n proportion do his exettions/” Aſk 


a; your 


c #6) 


4mith did acquire, and what; he 
ings: continue the queſtion with 
reſpect to the manner in which many 
of them were produced, and what 
was the ſpring\ which. generally ſet 
His talents in motion, The reſpectiue 
replies will be ſufficient; to convinee 
vou, that, if your favourite author 


died in poverty, it was becauſe he 


had not diſcretion enaugh to be 
nch. A rigid, obedience, 10 the 
Scripture, command, of, Tale 10 


Thought for to- morrou, with an — 
tatious impatience of coin, and an 


vnreſlecting ſpirit, of benevolenee, 


. occafioned the difficuldes of his life, 


and the inſalvency of its end. He 
mut might 
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might have bleſfed hienſelf with an 
happy independence,  emjoyed, with: 
out interruption, every wich ef 2 
wiſe mai; ſecured an ample provi- 
fron for hib advanced age, if he bad 
attained: it, and have made à res 
ſpectable laſt will and teſtament; and 
all this, without rifing up eatly, ot 
fting up late if common ſenſe 
had deen added to his other attains 
ments! Sock à man is "awakened = 
into the Wtertion of bis faculties bur 
by the impulte of ſome ſenſe which 
demands" enjoy ment, or ſome paſſion 
_ which eries aloud for gratification; 
by the repeated menace of x ere - 
ditot, ot the frequent dun at his gate: 
nay, ſhould the neceſſity of do-day 
be! relieved the proctaſtinated la- 


6260 
bour will wait for the neceſſity f 
to- morrow; and, if Death ſhould 
overtake him in the interval, it muſt 
find him a beggar, and the age is 
to be acouſed of obduracy in ſuffering 
Genius to die for want! If Pope 
had been a debauchee, he would 
have lived in a garret, nor enjoyed 
the Artic elegance of his villa on 
the banks of the Thames.. If Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds had been idle and 
drunken, he might, at this hour, 
have been acquiring a ſcanty and 
precarious maintenance by painting 
coach pannels and Birmingham tea- - 
boards. Had not David Hume 
poſſeſſed the invariable temper of his 
country, he might have been the 
actual maſter of a ſchool in the 

He 
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but the acute critic and profound 
grammarian ſeems to be impelled 
rather by the love of ſcience, than 
the deſire of , gain, — is generally 
in the habit of frugal contentment, 
and hides himſelf in that ſhade of 
retirement, where the learned few 
alone can find him. I am, however, 
entirely of your opinion, that he 
merits a leſs reſtrained ſituation than 
be poſſeſſes; and I agree with you 
in not forgiving Doctor B—— 
for a breach of juſtice in oppoſing 
his election to a fellowſhip at Eton. 
Such a promotion would have been 
a ſuitable reward for his labours, 
and have afforded him that ample 
independence, and learned retreat, 


which would have left his cloſing 
5 1 life 


1 

life without à with. B—=— was the 
moſt able ſchoolmaſter that ever 
graſped the birch ; and I am ſorry 
he ſhould diſgrace, his ſucceeding 
and higher office, by oppoling, as 
you tell me, -more than once, the 
entrance of a man into his College, 
the circumſtances of whoſe life and 
character gave him ſo fair a claim 
to the preferment which he ſoli- 
cited. But this ill, treatment of 
your friend—for I think it ſuch—is 
not applicable to the age, but to 
the folly of a vain man, who 
finds a conſolation for his diſ- 
appointed ambition in the deſpotic 
{way of a College, wherein he will 
not ſuffer a man to enter, whoſe 

C 2 character 
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character announces the leaſt glcam 
of an independent ſpirit. 


Learning and fine talents muſt be 
reſpected and valued in all enlight- 
ened ages and nations; nay, they 
have been known to awak«n a moſt 
honourable veneration in the breaſts 
of men accuſtomed to ſpoil, and 
wading through blood to glory. 
An Italian Robber not only refuſed 
the rich booty of a caravan, but 
conducted it under his ſafeguard, 
when he was informed that Taſo 
accompained it. The great Duke 
of Marlborough, at the fiege of 
Cambray, gave particular orders, 
that the lande, &c. of the admired 
Fenelon, Archbiſhop of the dioceſe, 
ſho. 1d 
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ſhould not be profaned by the vio- 
lence of war. Cæſar, the ambitious 
Cæſar, acknowledged 1 ulh's ſuperior 
character ; for that the Roman 
Orator bad enlarged the limits of 
Human Knowledge, while he had 
only extended thoſe of his Country. 
But to proceed one ſtep higher, 

The great Emaihian Conqueror bid ſpare 
* The Houſe of Pindarus, when Temple and 


Tower d 


Went to the ground. 


Reſt then aſſured, my friend, when 
a a man of learning and talents does 
not, in this very remunerative age, 
find encouragement, protection, and 
independence, that ſuch an unnatural 
circumſtance muſt ariſe from ſome 


concomitant failings which render 
CY: dis 


( 34 ) 
his labours obnoxious, or, at leaſt, 
of no real utility. — Adieu, my dear 
Sir.— A long letter may admit of 
© excuſe on a ſubject which would fill 
a large volume: —1 am, with truth, 
| Your faithful, humble ſervant. 


LETTER TAW THIRTY-SEVENTH. 


Ndeed, my dear friend, you mif. 

take the matter: Irony is not my 
talent, and B— — — fays I have 
too much impudence to make uſe 
of it. It is a fine rhetorical figure; 
and, if there were a chance of at- 
taining the manner in which Junius 


das em it, its cultivation would 
be 


e 

be worth my attention. But you 
add an harfh injuftice to real error, 

when you ſuppoſe that I have em- 
ployed any powers of raillery | may 
poſſeſs on the ſubject of Her Moſt 
Excellent Majeſty. 1 recollect the 
converſation which produced this 
report to my diſadvantage, and, if 
it were true, to my diſhonour.” l 
can eaſily defpiſe the malice of 
thoſe who underſtand and miſrepre- 
ſent me; but that ignorance which 
both miſunderftands and miſrepre- 
ſents is mortifying in the extreme. I 
- ſhould really think it little lefs than 
blaſphemy to ſpeak ill of a Princeſs 
who deſerves ſo well. The Queen 
does honour to the Britiſh Throne; 
| 3 ſhe 
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the has a right to the place ſhe poſ- 
ſeſſes in the breaſt of every re- 
flect ing Engliſhman ; and it has ever 
been my opinion, that her character 
unites the royal virtues of her ſta- 
tion with the moſt amiable qualifi- 
cations, of her ſex. Nor have I 
ever been difpoſed to ſpeak unfa- 
vourably of the Ladies who attend 
her perſon, or compoſe her ſuit, 
There are, 1 muſt own, half a do- 
zen figures of her houſehold who 
are objects of my pity ; and the 
ſtrain of commiſeration which broke 
from me on their ſubjects, has been 
repreſented, I find, as, a contemp- 
tuous raillery of their Royal Miſtreſs. 
My memory will ſerve me, I be- 


lieve, to recolle& the general tenor 
| of 


1 
of my diſcourſe on the occafion, 


which I ſhall offer to 0 candid 
n | 


The \Dewurer Lady Townſhend, as 
you welb know, divides the human 
| ſpecies into Men, Women, and 
H— — ; and where is the crime, 
if I parody on her Ladyſhip's logic, 
and apply it to the diviſion of her 
Majeſty's houſchold into Men, 
Women, and Maids «of Honour? 
Nor will it be difficult to juſtify 
this new line of diſtinction, if we 
' conſider the peculiar offices which 
compoſe the duty, and the fingular 
privileges which reward the ſervice, 
of theſe courtly virgins, 


To 


a 


To make up, at leaſt, two 
rt ſuits | in a year; to dance as 
many court minuets in the fame 
ſpace ; to fidle, on days of duty, 
through the preſence-chambers, at 
the tail of a royal proceſſion ; to 
take her place in an eſtabliſhed cor- 
ner bf the drawing room; to fay 
Yes, Sir, or No, Sir, and courteſy, 
when ſhe is noticed by the King; 
to fay Yes, Madam, and No, Madam, 
and courteſy, when the Queen does 
her the ſame honour; to make an 
occafional one of fix large hoops in 
& royal coach, and to aid the languor 
of an eaſy party in a fide-box at a 
royal play ; compoſe the principal 
labours of a Maid of Honour's life. 
But they are not without their 
rewards. 
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rewards, —A moderate ſalary, and 
a thouſand pounds when Miſs gets - 
an huſband ; an apartment in a pa- 
lace, and; I believe, a dinner from a 
royal kitchen ; in the rotation of fix 
weeks, a ſeven-days poſſeſſion of a 
royal coach, a royal coachman, and 
a ſhabby pair of royal horſes, for 
the purpoſe of ſhopping in the city, 
paying diſtant vifits, airing in the 
King's road, and the being ſet down 
at the very gate 'of Kenfington 
Gardens, while women of the firſt 
faſhion are obliged to trip it o'er art 
hundred yards of greenſward' be- 
tween their coaches and the place of 
admittance; to take place of Baro- 
nets daughters; to go to plays, 
operas, and oratorio:, gratis; to- 

| have: 
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have phyſicians without fees, and 
medicines without an apotbecary's 
bill; to chat with Lords and Grooms 
of the Bedchamber around the fire 
of an antichamber ; to ſtroke the 

beardleſs face of a neu- made page; 
and, perhaps, to receive an Heir- 
Apparent's firſt effort at flirtation; 
conſtitute the various privileges of a 
Maid of Honour. | 


This brief hiſtory, my dear 


friend, you well know to be founded 


in fact, and will, therefore, be ready 
to applaud the tender pity I feel 
for theſe virgin automatons, I have- 
never ſeen them. bringing up the 
rear of a royal train, but each 


of them has appeared to bear, in 


legible 
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legible characters, on her forehead, 
Who will marry me? Nevertheleſs, 
upon the moſt favourable average, 
not one in three years, during the 
preſent reign, has been rewarded by 
Hymen ; which, in their particular 
fituation, it as pitiable a circum- 
ſtance as can be found in the long 
catalogue of female mort: fications. 
A Lady of the Bedchamber is obli- 
ged only to a partial duty, and, 
during the ſhort period of her at- 
tendance, is, in ſome degree, the 
compan.on of her royal Miſtreſs ; 
while the Virgins of Honour are 
not admitted, as I have been in- 
formed, to fiick a pin in a royal 
handkerchief. Even the Women 
of the ſame department figure only 
-- 


(43d 


in her Majeſty's s caſt-off gowns on 
royal birth-days ; 3 but .theſe poor 
perſecuted damſels are the common 
hackneys of drawing. room parade: 
whether ill or well, in humour or 
out of humour, by day. light or by 
caodle- light, they are obliged, 
through three parts of the year, 
to be on the continual ſtretch of 


late official exhibition. 


1. e e I was little 
more than a boy, to have ſeen a 
young lady in training for this im- 
portant office; and the whole of 
that ſerious buſineſs conſiſted in 

nothing more than a practical lec- 
ture -upon entrances and exits, the 


language of courteſies, and the art 
8 | of 
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of conducting a large hoop. in all 
modes and forms of poſſible plianey. 
laughed then as boys laugh, and 
had ſome unlucky thoughts in my 
head which were nat arrived at 
maturity : at this period, I would 
willingly give an opera- ſubſcription 
to be preſent at a fimilar; exers 
cile, 


After this manner did I treat the 


Honourable Subject of her Majeſty's 
Honourable Virgins ; and little did 
I think that it would beget a long 
admonitory epiſtle from you, to, 
warn me againſt ſpeaking evil of 
dignities. My wit, ſuch as it is, has 
never directed a fingle glance at 
the. Throne; and I have received 

. the 


. 
the velcotnie' teſtimony of yout” ap- 7 
plauſe, more thafl once, for exerting 

the full forde of my e 
to füppoft che wiſhes" of it. | 
have my ready leave, my dear Pres 
to laugh with me, and at me to 
reprove 3 and to admoniſh me; but 


1 mult « entreat you to relax. your 
proneneſs "to believe every idle 


tale which © is fabricated to my 


301 27 dis 45 
diſhonour. 7 
45 19 ennie, ei! y 
| I am, &c. 
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LETTER, Tus, THIRTY EIGHTH. hes 
—— accurity bias failed 
you in your ſuggeſtions ' con- 
cerfing the riſe and rapid progreſs 
. E ef 


0 
of Mr. D— —t's fortune. The 
hiſtory of that Gentleman's ad- 


vancement to his. preſent affluence, 


if my immediate recollection does 
not fail me, is as follows. 


That be Was appointed to his 
firſt employment in the ſervice of 
Government by my F ather's intereſt 
is true; and it may, perhaps, 
have been procured for him from 
the motives which current apinion 

has aſſigned-: but of this 1 do not 
pretend to be better infdrmed than 
the reſt of the world. Thus 
placed in a ſituation of little or no 
leifure, be was left, I believe, by our 
family patronage, to look for any fu- 
ture promotion from his own induſ- 

You H. D try, 


try, the chance of ſucceſſion, or the 
cafual boon of fortune. The latter 
was difpofed to ſmile vpon him, or, 
it may be faid with more proptiety, 
to reward the prudent modeſty with 
which he retreated from her firſt 
advances, to ſecure | her greater fa- 
vours. In the uſual courſe of pro- 
motion, he had an acknowledged 
claim to ſueceed to a vacant place 
of no inconſiderable profit. On this 
occaſion, Lord Holland, for ſome 
particular reaſon which I have for- 
gotten, or perhaps never heard, 


wiſhed.” to make an irregular ap- 


pointtnent in favour of ſome other 
perſon ; and, to comply with his 
Lordſhip's wiſhes, Mr. D— — wiſely 
e his right af ſucceſſion. That 

| Nobleman, 


. 7 
Nobleman, who never ſoffered d 
a good office to be long unreturnedy: 
ſoon after procored him to be named 
Commiffary - General to the expe- 
dition then preparing to attack the 
French Weſt⸗ India Iſlands. The 
ſucceſs which attended it, togethor 
with the regular profits of his ap- 
pointment, placed him in a fituation, 
with reſpect to Fortune, with which, 
it may be imagined, he was more 
told that he chem looked” no farther, 
Bat Lord*Hollawt never thought he 
did enough for any-one that had 
obliged kim; and I am greatiy miſ⸗ 
taken, if his influence did not name 
Mr. D— tothe ſame employ- 
ment in the formidable - armament 
RW which 


6 * 

which was ſent againſt the'Havannah, 
and ſucceeded. The fortunes ac- 
quired by that capture are well 
known, and Mr. D——t's was 
among the largeſt of them. On his 
return to England, he ſoon began 
to diſplay a love of ' oftentation, 
which he indulged, however, as' I 
underſtand, without | injuring his 
fortune; for tho* George has no 
{mall ſhare of vanity, it has ſeldom 
operated ſo far as to make him inat- 
tentive to the ſummum bonum of life. 
He built a fine houſe in Poftman- 
ſquare, and purchaſed the very ca- 
pital eſtate of 'Tong - Caſtle, in 
| Shropſhire, © of the Duke of Kingf- 
ton. He immediately renewed, er 
rather improved, the ancient form 
I $2 ER” 
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of the Jepayed edifice, adorned with 
the venerable decorations of Gothic 
architecture, beautified, its ſurround- 
ing lawns, and conducted through 
them a long extent of fine water, 
which flows on three ſides of the 
ſtately edifice. The Caſtle is a very 
hrge building, contains many very 
capacious aner and Is fur- 


„.. 


and ſplendid upbolitery. Tho“ | 

is not ſituated in a fine. part of its 
country, Vet.! taken! in all its circum- 
ſtances, it may lay no ſmall claim 
to the character of Magnificence. 
Tbe err Yi it might have _ 


for weck leſs. money \ than Jas bop 
nn in the reparations of the old 
10 3 one 
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one: but the word Caſtle is a found; | 
ing word; it was in uniſon” with 
Mr. D-— —t's notions: of grandeur ; 
and, apprehenſive that this favourite 
title might, by degrees, be forgotten 
with the lofty turrets and ſtately 
battlements, he reſolved to clothe 
them in more than priſtine grandeur, 
and thus ſecure their ancient, ho- 
nourable name, till tims or chance. 
ſhould deſtroy them for ever. Some 

of my old neighbours poſitively aſſert, 
that they remember to have heard 
George D—— declare, when he 
was a youth, that he hoped, one 
day or other, to be poſſeſſed of a 
larger houſe than Hagley ;- and they 
inſiſt opon it that he gives ſuch 
great extent" to the limits of Tong- 
N - Cale, 
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Calle, merely to fulfil his own pra- 
diction.—But this by the way,— 
The world in general, who were 
not acquainted with the ambition of 
his early days, have thought, that, 
by this” creation of ſplendour, he 
hoped to allure ſome Lady of noble 
birth and great connections to be- 
come the miſtreſs of it. The bait 
offered by ſo handſome a man as 
he certainly is, would, in all pro- 
bability, have been ſoon taken, but. 
in this particular, expectation has 
deen very much diſappointed; for 
be has actually made a kind of half- 
_ runaway. match with a little Qua- 
[ker of eighteen years of age, and 
educated in all the rigour of ber 
ſeft. She has no pretenſions to 
e = Beauty, 


Beauty, vtite merely from ih: 
formation, but poſſeſſes 4 very 
gagreeable perſon, with a moſt ami- 
able fimplicity, and loves her huſ- 
band to idolatry. I; have heard 
your. friend Counſellor Day ſpeak: 
in high. terms of her father, as a 
man of excellent underſtanding, 
polite manners, and generous diſpo- 
| fitions. Since this marriage, the 
ſuperb. ſervice of plate very ſeldom 
makes its appearance; and the 
Maſter of the noble Caſte, as J am 
told, now lives in a corner of it, 


With a. ſmall party. of his relations, 
and ſeems to be growing into a diſ- 
regard of the intrigues and faſhions 
of public life. His brother is the 
Parſon; of my pariſh, and is called 


Door. 


(939) 
Docter John; but the Divine: anti 
the Squite do e 
ee, intercourſe. gn Ne 


—_— þ TH 1 MF} ITE a 


Yo, if 


"= ra ar that this n . 
o& biograp phy is 7 well founded: 
if, Doge i. mould poſſeſs atly er- 
'rors, which 1 may be the caſe, Fes 
leave to affure you that they | are 
Hor of” my TREATY As to 

D —_—_ unpopularity | with "Ws 

Thul or family, it does not ariſe, 

Perhap $, em What you "and the 
World 7. with ſome reaſon," ſup- 
poſe; but from''a Tubfequent cir- 
-tuniſtatice}'of' which you, and the 
World; are, in general, ignorant. 
When my — — was Governor of 
2, he received poſitive or- 


| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
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ders to raiſe and diſcipline 2 regi- 


ment of Negroes. for the ſervice of 
the Havannah expedition. As this 
ſupply did not join the grand ar- 


mament at, the time appointed, 


Mr. D—-—t was diſpatched to Ja- 
maica, by the Commander in Chief, 
to chide the tardy levies 5 and, as 


Report ſays, he found a very ſur- 


F languor in obeying theſe 
2 important orders of Govern- 
On ſuch an occaſion, be 


wen 


vs, Wat inſtructed to threaten 
an accuſation of delinquency againſt 
the Governor to the powers at 
bome; and it is equally probable, 
_ that he did not forget his inſtruc- 


tions. Whether this neglect was 


enn by ſublquent exertions, or 


whether 


e 55 ) 
ahether it was forgotten in the ſue· 
ceſſas which followed, I do not 
know; but I very well remember, 
that, at the time my Father was 
very uneaſy about it, and com- 
plained in angry terms, to the- 
Clergyman of Hagley, of his bro- 
ther's forwardneſs to diſgrace a a 
branch of that family by which his 
oon had bern fo warmly protected. 
Here the matter reſted 3. but that 
George D —t ſhould have been 
elevated to - a ſituation, wherein e 
could repeat what was called an 
inſolent menace to one of the Lyt- 
lollon family, will never be remem- 

bered without much mortification,, 
and, therefore, can never be for- 


Lk. T 
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Bale, | 


buch of — dilputes, = 


conſequently, many of the | 
inconveniences, of this world,, ariſe | 


from the ſtrange ifficulty— for, a 
ſtrange one it is — that men find in i 

underſtanding each other's meaning. 
Hence the vever: ending game of 
 Eroſs-purpoles, i in which all of us, 
at times, are ſo much epgeged. x A 
leading cauſe of this Fiſunion is A 


1017 75 


negligence | in uſing . h © 2 pro. 
priate to their obj 6. hi- 


N 31. 1220] 


lolopher, it is true, maſt eneralize 


his i ideas to compaſs | the: y views of 
84907 15 — 


bis enquiring mind. lei is by, ſuct 
an * of his Ev Dae 
| "67 1 | faculties, 
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faculties, that he ſurmounts ſuch a 
variety of. obſtacles ; that he paſſes 
from individual man to an, whole 
people ; ; from a people, to thg 
man race; from the time in anch 
be lives, to the ages that are to 
come ; from what he ſees to that 
which s inviſible. But in convey- 


| ing the fruits of his ſtudy 'and re- 


flection to others, be muſt coride- 
ſcend_ to weigh words, compare 
terms, and preclude all poſh bility. 


(if WMC! , ri 


of error in thoſe he inſtructs, 21 


87 


5 8 ſimplieity of definition, ” a | 
P 


per icuity of expreſſion, and, where 
the barrennefs' of language denies 
che immediat term, a neatneſs of 
periphtaſe which not only invites 


but creates conception. a, 
Nie | You N 


3 
ou ate pleuſed, in your Lat le. 
ter, to Charge the prefent ' age with 


the crime of Scepticiſm; and you 


have abandoned yourſelf to a more 


than cotiimoti energy ot the ſubject. 


To tell you the truth, I do not very 
clearly perceive the tendency of your 


accuſation. If it alludes to Religion, 


you would, I think, find ſome diff 


culty to maintain your pufitiem: if 


it ſhould glance at Politics, our na- 


tional ſubmiffion is certainly againſt 


you: or, leaving the higher concerns 


of the world, if you ſhould apply 


you aſſertion to the ordinary inter- 


-courſe and common tranſactions be · 


tween man and man, you ; are truly 


unfortunate, as an extreme cullibility 


er to be one of the leading fea- 


>  Jures © 


; tures of the prefenr times. The age 


in which we live does not poſfeſs fo 
great # ſhare, as former centuities, 

of that Faith which is able to fe- 
more mountains: blind Ctedulity, 

by the infults it ſo long offered to 
fleaſon, has, in a great meaſure, de- 
ſtroyed inſe#f,. or is rather becortie' 
modified into that Sobriety of Be- 
lief which is conſiſtent with a ra- 
tional being. The gawdy, awful, 
and preſuming phantom of Papal 

Authority, has long begun to diſap- 
pear: that blazing meteor, which 
for ſo many ages dazzled the ſuperſti · 
tious world, verges towards the ho- 
rizon, and grows pale before the 
ſteady, | embodied light of liberal, 
unimpeded Science. Bur cannot 
believe, 


(en 
believe although Luxury and Diffi. 
pation. with their - concomitant de- 
Ptavities, have made ſuch enormous. 
rides among the higher orders, that 
Infidelity: in religious matters is a. 
leading characteriſtio of our times. 
If we turn from the Church to the 
State, the firm | confidence! of a; very 
great majotity of the people in a 
SGovernment, which, Ic am forced to 
cConfeſs, does not poſſeſs all the wiſdom 
that ſuch a- Government ought to 
poſſeſs, is a circumſtance which; were 
I ro enlarge l itz you would 
be petplexed to arfwer. In the 
ordinary tranſactions of life, the wan- 
tonneſs of 'commeroial credit is well . 
prepared to give the lie direct to 
* hal of Ineredulity. Aſc 
Foley, 
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Fal, Charles: Fux, aud a thouſaund 
others, what they think of modem 
rere and they: b e e- | 
—— deſerted from 
the ſtandard of Scepticiſm, and, 
having borne'the ſtigma of ſpirituat 
Uabelief for upwards of ſeventeen! 
hundred iyeats, are, at this moment, 
groaning! bendath the effects of 
| 6 {1400 £20b #l4 init 


9! d guo 109m vor} :& dan at 
Credula durba ſunu-— We are 2; 
exeduloug race of beings 3 land the 
moſt ſtrady rofeſſots of. Sgepticiſan 
are degeived; hy others, and deceiye 
themſel ves, every bqur,, of the day., 


Religion, which commands, amor 
8 evidenu u trufhs, the. belief 
For, . E 


matters 


(: 62) ) 
matters which we cannot entirel7 
comprehend, will, ſometimes, ſo 
habituate the mind of iis ſubmiſſive 
diſciple to acts of faith, that be 
does not know bow to with - hold his 
aſſent to the moſt improbable fic- 
tions of human fancy; and the Credo 
quia impoſſibile et of Tertullian is 
readily adopted by his yielding. 
piety. I ſhall confirm. the truth; of 
this obſervation by a ſtory. which 1 
have heard related, -and. is not more 
extraordinary in its nature, than the 
tone, look, and language of Belief 
which accompanied the relation, 
A traveller, benighted in a wild 
and mountainous country ( if my 
recollection does not fail me, in the 
— of Scotland ), at length 

, — 
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beholds the welcome light of 2 
neighbouring habitation. He urges 
his horſe towards it; when; inſtead 


of an houſe, he approached'a kind of 
illuminated Chapel, from whence 
ifſved the moſt alarming ſounds he 
had ever heard. Tho? greatly ſur- 
priſed and © terrified, he ventured 
to look through à window of the 
building, when 'he was amazed to 
ſte a latge aſſembly of Cats, who, 
arranged in ſolemn order, ide e. 
menting over the corpſe of one of 
their 'own ſpecies, whieh lay in ſtate, 
and was ſurrounded with the various 
emblems of ſovereignty. Alarmed 
and terrified at this extraordinary 
ſpectacle, he haſtened from the place 


5 greater eagerneſs than be ap- 
10d E 2 proached 


Cc 64 ) 
proached it; and arrwing, | ſome. 
time after, at the houſe of a Gentle- 
man who never turned the wanderer 
from his gate, the impreſſions of what 
he had ſeen were ſo viſible on his 
countenance, that his friendly hoſt 
enquired into the cauſe of his an- 
xiety. He accordingly told his ſtory, 
and, having finiſned it, a large fa- 
mily cat, who had lain, during the 
narrative, before the fire, immedi- 
ately ſtarted up, and very articulate- 
ly exclaimed, ©, Then I am King of 
the Cats!” and, having thus an- 
nounced its new dignity, the animal 
darted A ane was ſeen 
no more. A 5.201120 


Now, the man, who ſeriouſiy re- 
peated 


3 

peated ,:this ſtrange and fingular 
hiſtory,” was a Peer of the Realm, 
had been concerned in the active 
ſeenes of life, and was held in high 
eſteeim and venetation among man- 
Kid for his talents, wiſdom,” and 
Chriſtian piety. After this informa- 
tion,” which ! give you as a ſerious 
fact, What have you to ſay?—lt is 
im pofſible but you - muſt immediate- 
y withdraw your charge of Infide- 
Ity againſt a period which could 
| * one in e Bolibves.. 
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is; As for mayfell I will oy con- 
feſs to you that I am neither a Scep- 
tic nor a Believer. I have enough 
of Scepticiſm to prevent the throw- 
ng my ſhare of Faith away : at the 
5155 ** L. 3 ſame | 


11 
fame time I feel within me that 
there is ſomething, which 1 can- 
not very well explain, the Belief 
whereof I ought to cultivate, and 
from whence I ſhould derive much 
ſatisfaction and contentment, could 
but frame my mind to the pur- 
poſe.—If, however, after all my rea- 
ſoning, you ſhould ſtil} continue to 
fix a ſceptical character upon the 
preſent age, I truſt that you will at 
leaſt diſcard it from your own breaſt, 
while I aſſure you of the great regard. 
with which l am, 

' Your moſt ſincere, 
humble Servant. 


'BETTER 


— 
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2 LETTER THE FORTIETH. 


My FI Sir, | 
OUR letters to me 0 06 
1 of Friendſhip. Under the im- 
preſſion of this ſentiment, 1, at all 
times, receive them: nevertheleſs, 
they are attended with this diſa- 
greeable circumſtance, that, in my 
anſwers to them, I am ſo often 
obliged to make myſelf the hero of 
my own tale, «fs 


Your laſt charge has a foundation 
in truth; and the perſons whom you 
name as being in the circle of my 
intimacy, are received at my houſe, 
and admitted to my table, You tell 


E 4 : me 


#4 j 


( 0 

me iti is not only a diſhonbur, but 2 
etime, tocherd with ſurh men as 
familiar afſociates $ and that it is 

beneath a rational being to receive 
theſe, outcaſts from all other ſociety 
into mine; merely to be flattered by 
their ſubmiſſion, to have baſe engines 
of my pleaſures, or objects for that 
Taillery which will not be returned. 
It is too true that I cannot aſtoge- 
ther combat the force of theſe very 
ſevere obſervations; but let me per- 
ſuade you to beſtow any ſmall pot- 
tion of your leiſure. on the volume 
of human nature, to take a ſhort 
review of human failings, and then 
to caſt your eye upon that page 
-whereon my name is written. You 
all there diſcover that my character 
P34 12 
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is divided between an ardent Deſire 
of Applauſe; aud a mote than 
equal Love of Pleaſure; and, on 
: this diſcovery, your conſiderate re- 
gard will look with less ſeverity 
upon me. When you have done 
me this juſtice, proceed, I bteſeech 
you, one ſtep farther ; examine the 
World upon my ſubject, and you will 
know what confirmed prejudices it 
poſſeſſes” againſt me; that Lam the 
continual. victim of its injuſtice ; 
and that, not contented to ' blazon. - 


forth my defects and follies into a 

falſe, unnatural magnitude, it ſeems 
pleaſed with the malignant taſk of 
fabricating tales to my 'diſhononr. 

Public opinion aims at excluding 
me from a familiar intercobrſeꝰ With. 
— men. 


(209 


— virtuous life, and women of 
chaſte manners : ſu that, when I ap» 
pear even in general ſocieties, Mo- 
thers ſeem to be alarmed for their 
Daughters, Huſbands for their 
Wives, and Fathers for their Sons: 
nay, the very Inpures of the Town 
have refuſed my moſt generous 
_offers, from an apprehenſion of my 
capacity for miſchief. I will freely 
own that my life has been marked 
with an extravagance of diſſipation; 
but neither the force of my paſſions, 
&c. nor their ſucceſs, tho, viciouſiy 
ſpeaking; I might be vain of the 
latter, can juſtify — r and 
essen e _— 2anglogms 
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"as 1 * * em 
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that this moſt Prodigal of all Prodi- 
gals ſhould meditate a reformation, 


and begin the ſalutary work with 
the favouruble omen of ſhutting his 
doors againft thoſe Vagabonds, to 
uſe your own expreffion, whom you 
accuſe him of ſuffering” to enter 
them; If, in the arduous taſk of 
winning the forfeited eſteem of man- 
kind, I ſhould begin with paying my 
court to the Lights of the Church, 
and beg their ſanction to my infant 
repentance, thoſe holy men would 
not only ſuſpect the fincetity of my 
declarations, but do my effrontery 
the credit to believe, that, under the 
ſemblance of contrition, I was medi- 
tating ſome unholy impertinence to- 
the ſacred Lawn. Permit me to 


continue 
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continue the ſingular idea, and 
ſuppoſe me commencing: my round 
of epiſcopal viſits with one of the 
FIRSP/CHARACTERS of this age and 
nation, the preſent Biſbop f Londa. 
After ſome heſitation on the part of 
my coachman, you may imagine me 
ar his Lordſhip's gate, where it 
eannot be ſuppoſed that I ſhould 
find adtnittance.— But this is not all. 
—Mrs. Lowtb would, probably; 
throw my viſiting carf into the fire, 
and forbid the porter to enter n 
name in his book; while the Rig be 
Reverend Prelate would determine 
to take the opportunity of ſome dec 
bate in the Houſe of Eords, where · 
in I might be engaged; to ſatisfy 
eng gg as a Gentleman, by 
en I leaving 


LE 
kaving his name at my door, without 
any apprehenſion of being cadinitted 
within it. What ! would you have 
me wander a ſolitary being through - 
the world, too bad for the good, and 
too good for the bad +—My! whole. 
vature ſhudders at the idea, and 1 
ſnould periſh in the attempt. L love 
ſuperiority, flattery, and eaſe; and 
the ſociety which you condemn af- 
fords the threefold gratification. Vou 
wilh tell me that it conſiſts of diſ- 
honourable men: in the common 
ſepſe of the term you may be right; 
but duleibus (abundant wits 3 aud, 28 
had inſtruments, in the hands of 
agrecable performers, make a plea- 
ſant concert; ſo / theſe characters com- 
. 1 Wich them 


57 I am 
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I am under no reſtraint; they know 
the - hiſtory. of the day: ſome of 
them, alſo, are well accompliſhed ; 
and, while they play upon one ano- 
ther, I can play upon them all. Be- 
ſides, coffee may be ordered at what · 
ever hour I. pleaſe without an op- 
poſing look; and while I confer. 
honour, | enjoy convenience. 


| You will, perhaps, be diſpoſed to 
enquire if I think it worthy af me, 
in the phraſe of vulgar tongues, to 
enjoy the Character of King of the 
Company.—The love of rule, my 
dear Sir, is, more or leſs, the inmate 
of every breaſt: it is allird to all the 
pre eminent virtues ; and the greateſt 
men have owed their grentneſs to it. 
Ceſar 


6 
Ceſar declared that the firſt office of 
a Village was preferable” to the ſe- 
cond ſtation in the Roman world.” 

i biteßeld, I believe, would not have 
exchanged his Tabernacte for a Me- 
tropolitan Dioceſe; Zinzendorf, amid 
the Submiſſion of his Moravian Fol- 
lowers, locked down with pity on 


deſpotic Empire; nor, in the Govern- 
ment of my Pandemonium, do 1 


envy all "the didactic Honours of | 
Four Z _ t 


It may dv @ an opinion which. pro- 
ceeds from a diſſolute refinement, 
but it is mine. — that Pleaſure is not 
Pleaſure, if difficulties are neceſſary 
to its enjoyment. I wiſh, as it were, 
to have it brought home to me; with- 

* 5 out 
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out my ſtirring acroſs the threſhold. 
My taſte for Gratification is like 
their Piety who erect chapels in 
their houſes: it makes a domeſtic 
Prieſthood neceſſary to me; and, 
while the perſons who compoſe it 
are zealous in their functions, I ſhall 
look no farther. The circumſtances 
of my paſt life have produced the 


Colour of the preſent moment; a 


future period may receive another 
hue. The events of every paſſing 
hour, in characters ſuch as mine, as 
well as in others which are ſup- 
poſed to be much better, muſt 
furniſh the tints. Experience may 
do ſomething in my favour; your 
friendly oracles may do more; the 
calls of public duty may have their 
n | effect 


n 
effect. To conclude; Tims ad Chance 
bappen' unte all men; and, Xbrougl 
their influence, the hour may arrive 
when Prelates will eat my ſoup | 
without fear of contamination, and 
modeſt women admit me to their 
ſociety without - apprebending "A" loſs 
of reputation; Do not be angry ; 
with me, I beſeech you; it ig impof· 
| on a treat the __ ocherwiſe - 1 
** e 
kindly: granted, let me etiteat· you 70 
give our corteſpondenct᷑ a more plea- 
fing and praßtable ſulhect, chab-the 
failings of, dr at 
Tour very ſincerec, 

m 008 * "OY 
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LETTER Taz FORTY-FIRST. 


THE World at large is fo dif- 

poſed to generaliſe, that it is 
ſeldom right when it deſcends into 
the detail of opinion, It has fo 
many eyes and objects, that, in the 
act of particulariſing the ſources of 
its favour or diſapprobation, the 
rectitude or error of its concluſions 
are both the effect of hazard. I, 
as you too well know, have been the 
ſubject of its ſevereſt cenſure; but, 
with all my faults, I have much 
reaſon to complain of its precipitate 
injuſtice. 


Among 


Among other inſtances of its pre- 
mature indiſpoſition towards me, 
the circumſtance to which you have 
alluded with ſo much humour, is 
in proof of my aſſertion; and, to 
heighten my mortification at that 
time, my own family joined the po- 
pular cry : ſo that, in pronouncing 
all poſfibility of amendment, the 
devoted Prodigal was driven to a 
ſituation which abſolutely precluded 


him from it. 


My father, in a long detail of my 
unworthineſs, which, with his uſual 
tenderneſs, he dealt forth to Harry 
De Salis, as a climax to the amiable 
hiſtory, concluded the liſt of my 
enormities with declaring that I ac-. 

F 2 tually 
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tually intrigued with three different 
women of faſhion at one and the 
ſame. time. Without making any 
comment on the very creditable ac- 

count given of 'me, and the favour- | 
able picture which his pious Lord- 
ſhip dif] played of our firſt-rate fe- 
males, permit me to affure you, that 
neither my proweſs with the ladies, 
nor any fooliſh, unworthy deed of 
mine, occafioned the paternal diſ- 

pleaſure of that moment. The 
ſubject of an occaſional morning's 
reading was the true, but unacknow- 
ledged cauſe of my diſgrace. I 
' ſhall do myſelf the Juſtice of rela- 
ting the fact to you in all its 
circumſtances. 


You 


(51 


You muſt have heard of the cele- 
- brated ſceptical writer Claude Anet. 
His works, and the proſecution 
which they brought upon him, have 
conſpired to give his name no ſmall 
ſhare of public notoriety. It will 
be alſo neceſſary to inform you, 
that, after the ſacred writings, Lord 
L——=— bas directed his partial 
eſtimation to two popular theological 
productions. The one details, ex- 
plains, and obſerves upon, the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt; and the other 
defends the Character and Conduct 
of the Apoſtle Paul. The former 
was written by his dearly beloved 
friend Mr. Weſt, - the latter, by 
bimſelf. The infidel Claude Anet, 
among other matters, thought proper 

F 3 to 
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to pive theſe two publications a par- 
ticular and ſeparate conſideration, 
He had the abominable impudence 
to declare, that they were not only 
deficient in their principles, but that 
they were logically defective in the 
means they took to ſupport them: 
nay he undertakes to give them 
arguments ſuperior to any they have 
uſed, and then to confute them. 
On this ground he opens his battery, 
and makes his attack; nor is he with- 
out his partizans among men of 
learning and talents, as I have been 
informed, who do not hefitate to aſ- 
ſign him the victory. Of this I do 
not pretend to determine — l have, 
in truth, no genius for that line of 
criticiſm. The mode of proceeding, 
| how- 
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however, muſt be acknowledged | 
to have been accompanied with an 
air of inſolence and contempt, which 
might have been the cauſe of morti- 
fication to men af a leſs ſenſible fibre 
than one, at leaſt, of thoſe, againſt 
whom its was directed. It had this 
effect in the extreme: for the Pity 
of the Chriſtian gave way to the 
Pride of the Author ; and the dam- 
nable Sceptic, inſtead of being the 
object of fervent prayer that he 
might be converted from the error 
of his way, was wafted, in a moment, 
by his pious Antagoniſt, to the howl- 
ing portion of the -Devil and his 
Angels. 


In an unlucky hour it was diſco- 
F 4 | vered, 
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| vered, that this offenſive volume was 
in my paſſeſſion, and the ſubject of 
my occaſional meditation; and from 
bence aroſe that unexpected burſt 
weight upon me, and which had 
inſtant recourſe to my graceleſs life, 
as the pretended reaſon for its juſti- 
ſication. I do not know à quality 
of the human mind that is of ſuch 
an abſorbent nature as Vanity: in 
one diſappointed moment it will ſuck 
up the virtue of years. If Claude 
Anet had ' levelled | his ſhafts in a 
different direction, or 1 had en- 
creaſed my caution in tracing their 
courſe, I might have intrigued with 
an whole ſeraglio of women of fa- 
thion, without drawing down upon 
t me 


0650 
me an atom of that vengeance of 
which I was the victim. I could not 
tell the true cauſe, as it would have 
encreaſed, if poſſible, the irritation 
againſt me, without doing any good; 
and, beſides, my authority would 
have been lighter than 'a feather, in 
the public opinion, when put in 
competition with the power that 
perſecuted me: — for, religious opi- 
nions apart, the whole was an abo- 
minable perſecution. 


I never felt ſo ſenfibly the incon- 
yenience of a bad character as at 
this period. Impudence could do 
but little; Hypocriſy, which is fo 
thick a garb for half mankind, was 
not a veil of gauze to me; and, as 
tor 


0 
for Nepentance, that was not in the 
reach of ordinary credibility, I 


was really in the fituation of the 


Qua ters dog, who, being caught 
in the fact of robbing the pantry, 


was told, in all the complacency of 
revenge, by his amiable maſter, ** I 


will not beat thee, nor kill thee, for 
thy thieving ; but I will do worſe, 


| for I will give thee a bad name: 
and immediately, on driving him 


from the houſe, alarmed the neigh- 
bourhood with the calm affurance 


that he was a mad dog: ſo that the 


poor animal was purſued with the 


unreflecting brutality uſual on ſuch 
occaſions, which ſoon put an end to 


his exiſtence, —You may truly apply 
this ſtory to 
| Your affectionate, &c. 
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LETTER Taz FORTY-SECOND.. 


OU muſt confeſs, as I am ſure 
you very well know, that one 

of the great arts, if not the princi- 
pal one, in acquiring a reputation, 
as well as preſerving it, is to know 
the extent of our Genius, what ob» 
jets are moſt ſuitable to it, in what 
track its propenſities ſhould be con- 
duced, and at what point to place 
the limits beyond which it muſt 
venture with caution, as well as the 
ue plus ultra, whoſe barriers it muſt 
not venture to paſs. The man who 
poſſeſſes this knowledge, and acts 
according to the dictates of it, will 


6355 


Wiſdom. In ſhort, an ignorance 


of ourſelves, from whatever cauſe it 
may proceed, whether from paſſion 
or want of reflection, is the origin 
of all our miſtakes in private as well 
as public life. In the former, the 
miſchief may be of narrow extent; 
but, in the latter, the evil may 
affect, not only a people, but 
every quarter of the globe. The 
grand ſource of that glory which 
ſhone, and will continue to ſhine, 
with reſplendent luſtre on Mr. Pitu's 
adminiſtration of this country, till 
the annals of it are no more, was 
a right application of means to ends, 
and, among others, of employing 
men according to the nature and 


tendency of their characters and 


talc nts. 


* 
- 
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coming at once, and without cere- 
mony, to the point ; but think for 
a moment, and aſk yourſelf, what 
kind of figure I ſhould make at the 
| deſk, Can you imagine that it is in 
my nature, and, of courſe, , in my 
capacity, to bear the oppreſſion of 
ſuch multifarious and eternal bufineſs 
as muſt claim the attention of an 
eminent official Stateſman ? . The 
admirable ſtructure of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, its commerce, its in- 
tereſts, and its alliances,. have been 
the objects of my ſerious enquiry 
and attentive confideration. I take 
continual occaſion to watch the 
changing ſcence of its political move - 
ments: I form, with much thought, 
my opinions upon them: I deliver 
thoſe 
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8 2.2 

our Government; and ſuch a” con- 
_ attention is foreign to my 
might, perhaps, poſſefs it 

r A — and apply it with ' 
zeal, may 1 not add, with teputa- 
tion? but my exiſtence would be 
inſupportable, if the intervals of 
relaxation did not frequently relieve 
me, wen J thight retire” 3 8 

| Moien 


7. ſport: with Amaryllir i in the fade, * 
Or "with the tangles of Neard' 5 hair N. 
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= here is a certain Jebrop of 
Phlegm) abfolutely neceflary to the 
well-being of ſociety; but 1 poſſeſs 
not an atom of it. There is alſo an 
ardour of mind that leads to natio- 
nal as well as perſonal greatneſs, nor 
am I without an active flanſe of it; 
Vor. II. G but 
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many rivulets attain before me 
| reach te” ocean, 

IS hi abt, in my own fandily, 
an immediate' circumſtance” of ridi- 
cule which comes in aid of my ar- 
 gument ? My Father, who made 
a very teſpectable figure 25 « Senator, 
in both Houſes of Parliament, and 


poſſeſſed that theoretic political eru- 


dition which conſtituted him an able 
counſellor of the ſtate, was incapable, 
as you very well know, of counting 
twenty pound, if thrown in a pro- 
miſcuous heap of the different Btitiſh 
coins nevertheleſs, he was appoint». 
ed to preſide at the Exchequer, to 
cContrive ways and means, and to 
run through the combinations of fi- 
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WM: 
| firmities, ; The ſame . wiſe conduct 
| ſhould be. purſued in the care of 
mental health; and to aim at turn- 
ing the natural bent of Genius is 
an application of moral. Qnackery, - 
which will deſtroy all, fervour of 
ability, adminiſter an opiate to the 
faculties of the mind, bring on 
apathy and tor pour, and deſtroy all 
intellectual nerve for ever. 
Adieu, &c. 
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LETTER ThE FORTY-THIRD. 


J Take the opportunity of a ſober 

hour, while every one of the ſo- 
ciety here, except myſelf, is happy 

in the delirium of a fox chaſe, to 
| G 3 _ rel 
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unexpected demand if it was, not the 
laſt day of the week; and receiving, 
after ſome pauſe of aſtoniſhment and 
laughter, an anſwer in the affirma- 
tive, he aroſe in haſte, examined his 
pockets with a moſt anxious vivacity, 
and then. broke the, cordage of the 
bell, in the violence of ringing. it. 
Being requeſted to explain the 
meaning of all this agitation, he 
| obſerved, in a tone of voice which 
betokened no ſmall diſappointment, 
that as, in truth, it was Saturday, 

the morrow muſt, in the natural or- | 
der of time, be Sunday; and as 
Sunday. was the Sabbath day, it was 
fiting be ſhould immediately return 


home, to prepare himſelf for the 
' 'G 4 duties 
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According to common arithmetic, 
«to be no leſs than twenty - eight 
miles; and all this riding with 
„double duty, will be too much 
both fot man and beaſt. Ic really 
thought,“ continued our Divine, 
that I had equipped myſelf with 
«4 4 ſermon; in order to make the 
15 firſt church an half. way houſe on 
my return to my own Pariſh; but 
have either forgot to elap my 
.« divinity in my pocket, or I took 
it out | accidentally with my to- 
bacco-box in my way, and have 
<<. unfortunately - dropped it in the 
„road.“ He then emptied all his 
pockets one by one, nor forgetting 
the ice pocket of his breeches, 
turned them inſide out, covered the 

| foos 
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(. 103 ) 
vations were tranſlated from. a 
Latin Sermon preached and printed 
at Oxford in the year of aur Lord 

41735. On my obſerving that 
his diſcourſe had as many heads as 
Cerberus, he grew warm, and told 
me it was much better to have three 
heads: than none at all. But, 
added the Doctor, if you with to 
* know; more of the matter, it had 
four beginnings and ſeven conclu- 
* ſions ; by the help whereof I 
« preached. it, with equal ſucceſs, 
* on a Chriſtmas-day, for the bene- 
« fit of a Charity, at a Floriſt's Feaſt, 
e an Aſſize, an Archdeacon's Viſita- 
tion, and a Funeral, befides com- 
* mon | occafions.” On this ac- 
count, F. obſerved. that it 
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tor's purpoſe, prolonged -the pleaſure 
of his ſociety; and ſaved him his 
dark and dangerous journey. On 
this diſappointment, 1 ventured to 
remark; that, as he had given us 
ſo many agreeable ſpecimens of his 
ready Eloquence, it was certainly 
in his power to treat his flock with 
an extempete diſcourſe; and 1 
ſtrongly recommended him to adopt 
my idea, when he ſtruck me dumb, 
by hinting to me, in a loud ſigni- 
ficant whiſper, that I was miſtaken 
in ſuppoſing it to be as caſy a bu- 
ſineſs to preach: a ſenfivle diſcourſe 
on a divine ſubject, extempore, in 
a Pulpit, as to talk a precipitate 
hour of flowery, frothy nohſenſe, 
on a political one, in the Parlia- 
mend 
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when the fame. voice demanded, in 
the ſame tone, whether that was the 
road to , Bridgenorib ? On à reply 
in the negative, it continued, I 
6 ſuppoſe, then, | am at Davenport 
«© Houſe. On a ſecond reply in 
the negative,.“ Then where the 
Devil am 12 ” returned the voice, 
for we could ſee nothing 9 but the 
candles arriving, who ſhould appear 
but our unfortunate Doctor, who, 
after wandering about the commons 
for upwards of three hours, bad, by 
mere chance; returned to us again. 
We received him in triumph, placed 
bim at the head of the table, where, 
without grace or apology, or in- 
deed uttering a ſingle word, he 
ſeized on the beſt part of a fowl. 
with 
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(61080 
with a proportionable quantity of 
ham, and left us to laugh and be 
merry, while he voraciouſly de voured 
his meat, and held his tongue. At 
length, obſerving that his Clay want -· 
od moiſtening, and that Punch was 
a fluid the beſt adapted of any other 
to his ſoil, he did not delay an inſtant 
to quench his thirſty frame from 2 
large bowl of that refreſhing beve- 
rage. The cords of his tongue were 
now looſened; and he informed us, 
that Providence, having. as he ſup- | 
poſed, for wiſe and good purpoſes, 
intimated to him, by a variety of ob- 
ſtruct jons, that he fhould not diſ- 
charge his uſual functions on the 
morrow, it became him to ſhew 4 
due in to the will of Hea- 

* ven, 


Cog) 
ven, and, therefore, he ſhould ſend: 
his flocks to graſs on the approach-- 
ing Sabbath. | In a fimilar ſtrain 
he continued to entertain us, tilt, 
wearied with laughter, we were glad 
to rere. The next morning it was 
hinted to him that the company did 
dot with to reſtrain him from at- 
tending upon the divine ſetvice of 
the pariſn: but he declared that it 
would be adding contempt to neg - 
lect, if, when he had abſented him- 
ſelf from his o.]¹n churches, he 
ſhould go to apy other. —This cu- 
rious , etiquette he ſtrictly obſerved 3 
and we paſſed a Sabbath, contrary, 
I fear, both to Law and Goſpel. 


| In the falneks of his heart, our, 
Vor. II. Divine 


” 


( 144; 


that each of his gueſts thould bring 
his diſh; but that they ſnould indivi- 
dually name it. This eaſy prelimni- 
nary: was readily complied with, and 
it was my lot to give. birth to as ex- 
cellent 4 plumb · pudding as ever 
ſmoaked upon a table; Which, from 
my adoption, he is reſolved, in fu- 
ture, to call a Lyttelton. ou fee 
what honours walt upon me, and to 
what ſolid excellence my title is aſſi- 
milated. F— — — had named a 
gooſe, which he immediately chriſ- 
tened after its godfatber, who, did, 


not quite zeliſh. the joke, and 


hardly force a laugh, when, the reſt 
al the company were burſting, The 
whole meal was .a- very comfortable 
one; and the Doctor produced us 
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(1) 
nd ſmall quantity of very tolerabſe 
wine: his punch was grateful to the 
noſtrils; but he had made it in 
a large pewter veſſel, fo like a two- 
handled chamber-pot, that my reſo- 
lution was not equal to the 2pplying 
of it to my palate. | 


On its being obſerved that he muſt 
have taken no ſmall pains to pro- 
cure all the good things before us, 
he declared that no trouble had at- 
tended any one article but the pud- 
ding, which, he ſaid, had almoſt 
deſtroyed a pair of black pluſh 
breeches, in riding round the coun- 
try to learn how it ſhould be made 
in perfection. You cannot be 
" \ A my Lord,” continued our 

. Divine, 


K 8 y 
Divine, addreſſing himſelf particu- 
larly to me, © that a plumb-pudding 
« is nothing more than a pudding, 
% however it may be compoſed, 
with plumbs added to the other 
* ingredients; but, apprehenſive ' 
that the ordinary fkill of our 
* homely kitchens, 1 in this particular, 
« might not be agreeable to ſuch 
refined palates as yours, I reſolved 
8 traverſe the whole neighbour- 
hood in order to obtain all neceſ- 
« fary intelligence. Every Jearned 
. « perſon, to whom I applied, agreed, 
ag your Lordſhip may ſuppoſe, in 
the eſſential articles of flour and 
© water, milk and eggs, ſuet and 
* plumbs, or raifins ; but the vari- 
ety of other articles, which were 
H 3 ſe- 


(214 ) 
A ſeverally recommended, filled two 
< pages of my memorandum - book, 
and drove tne almoſt to deſpair. 
ce In the multitude of Counſellors 
did not, according to the pro- 
* verb, find Wiſdom, but Confuſion. 
4 was ſucceſſively, alternately, and 
« ſeparately, adviſed the addition of 
« rum, brandy, wine, ſtrong beer, 
« ſpices of every ſort, chopped liver, 
and Hollaud's gin. With- this 
„ joad of multifarious intelligence, 
„ haſtened to the market-town, 
furniſhed myſelf with every ingre- 
dient my own little ſtore houſe did 
not poſſeſa, and returned home 
* jaded, fatigued, and my pockets 
laden with the produte of all 
44 + pa -the _ But another 
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* important labour,” added the 
a Doctor, * ſucceeded in the conſulta- 
tion about the choice and due mode 
« *of applying the hoard of grocery 
and variety of liquors which were 
£66 tobe in form on the kitchen 
dreſſer: it was a ſolemn bufineſs, 
for the * bad commanded it. 
1 Conſultation, however, begot dif- 
e ference of opinion, and difference 
e of opinion brought on diſpute; 
ſo that I was at length obliged to 
e interpoſe my authority; and, to 
„ ſhorten the buſineſs, I ordered all 
the various articles, conſiſting of 
more than a dozen in number, to 
«be employed without favour or 
* affection, The motley mixture 
was accordingly made, and, as every 
i H4 « perſon 
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_ $* perſon conſulted ſeemed to agtee, 
be that the longer it boiled the better 
5+ it would prove, I ordered it to be 


% put in the pot at midnigbte 
„and ſent; for a famous. nurſe in 
* the, neighbourhood. to fit up with 


it, and, with a Veſta}! s vigilance, 


* to keep in the fire till the family 
0 aroſe. : 'H this ſtate of concoc- 
„tion the pudding. remained till 
« after the arrival of this good com- 
10 pany, who, I hope, will be {6 pre- 
« judiced in its favour, from the 
Herculean labour which produced 
'« it, as to attack its circumference 
« with Herculean appetites. » —Here 


ended the culinary oration, and, as 
1 before obſerved, the ſubject of 


un contained vnrivalled excellence: 
a and, 


99 


and, tho“ we laughed at it and over 
it, we did not fail to cauſe a very 
apparent diminution of its ample 
dimenſions.— Thus, my deat friend, 
we eat and laughed. and drank and 
kughed, till ig ſtole imperoep- 
- tibly upon us; when our hoſpitable 
hoſt informed us, that he had tuo 
beds and à cradle in his own hovſe, 
and that he had Prepared three others 
at two neighbouring Farmers : fo 
that we might be at reſt, as to our 
lodging, nor like him encounter the 
perils of a darkſome night. The 
- Squires, added he, muſt adjourn 
to my neighbours; my two beds 
will ſerve the Peer and the Baronet, 


| and 1 myſelf will take to the cradle., 
Na, this Cradle, which 'cauſed us 
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ſweet⸗ ſcented preſs: for many a 
month, were ſpread for my repoſe: 
nor would my ſlumbers have been 
fuſpended for a moment, if the 
nnen had not produced ſo ftrong. 
an efſſuvia of roſemary, that 1 al- 
moſt fancied myſelf in a coffin, and 
wrapped in 2 winding - ſneet. But 
Fatigue ſoon got the better of Fan- 
ey; and 1 awoke the next morning 
to Life and Spirits, but not to 
J Ry. ; | 


| Before bid you adieu, 4 
me to add a ſingular example of 
complimentary repartee, which our 
N friendly hoſt, very unexpectedly, 
addreſſed to me, previous to our 
departure. 
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| "LETTER THE FORTY-FIFTH. 
' My dear'——, 

r gives me no ſmall ſatisfaction 
to be aſſured, that my two laſt let- 

ters have afforded you the ſatisfac- 
tion it was their office to communi- 
| cate. The rural Divine, plays a 

moſt admirable part in the jovia in 

terludes of provincial ſociety. It 
is a pleaſagt circumſtance to meet 

occaſionally with a man, whoſe 
humour, ſenſe, and fojble, are ſo 
blended, that, while he poſſeſſes 
the pleaſant mixture of ſimplicity 
and vanity which bars him from 
diſtinguiſhing when you laugh with 
bim or at him,—you may, give a 
looſe 
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Gunz) 
| Lives, together with Truſts and Se- 

curities, are the ſubjects of my pre- 
ſent meditations. To explain myſelf, 


I am  confidering a plan for eaſing 


my eſtate of the jojntures to the two 
Dowager Lady Lytteltons, for they 
are both ſo in fact, by making a 
purchaſe of equivalent annuities for 
their valuable Hives. - Fortune has 
been kind to me, and 1 will for 


once win your "applauſe, by apply- 
ing her gifts to ſenfible purpoſes. 


To uſe à tiews-paper ſpecies of por- 
traiture, what, think you of the 
picture of a young nobleman offer- 
ing the Favours of Fortune on the 
Altar of Wiſdom, by the preſent 
Lord Lyitellon? If this idea ſhould 
be completed, —and, I affure you, 
the 
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6 My 


Gameſters'by "Nature. But the de- 
ſize of winning money for the ſake 


of ſpending it, and encteaſing the 
joys of life, is one thing; and the 


ardovr of acquiring it, in order to 


lock it We render it uſeleſs, is 
| another. ' N Mo ani ach vt 
Mammon, the leaft ere@ed Spirit that r 


From Heav 'n for de in Heav'n bis 
looks and thouybts 

' Were-alivays drwomwards bent) admiring 

30. 13990 mare 91; tg He 


1 be. 4 ric * n pavement, reden 


| Than i divine or boy eſe % 
t remain, moſt _ * | 
te nog et * 
1 cannot, at reren give a correct 
anſwer to your enquity; but, 
from the recollection of the mo- 
Vor, II. 1 | men, 
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I told you long ago, when my Bul- 
 vvſh hung its bead, that, high as 
this Gentleman then bore himſelf, 
the time would come when he would 
hang bis head in his turn, and bend 
his back for me to tread upon. All 
this and more is now come to pals, 


Vou expreſs your ſurprize that he 
does not diſcover ſome degree ot 
reſentment on the occaſion of bis 
laſt journey to Hagley: The Fever 
of that buſineſs fluſhed him with no 
ſmall bope, and the ſucceeding Ague 
| ook bim with diſappointment; 

but he bad the prudence to conceal 
his ſymptoms, and I left bim to 
cure himſelf. He may bluſter in a 
Guard room with eu- commiſponed 
| 12 Enfiems, 
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be wilt give you an opportunity for 
the full exerciſe. of it.— l am in the 
ſecret 3 but I ſhall not gratify bis 
vanity by betraying it. After all, I 
find him convenient, and to my 
purpoſe, He is ready, ſubmiſlive, 
and not without amuſement. If he 
were to. die, I ſhould ſay with 


Shakeſpeare, I could veve better ſpar 4 
1 2 1 man. 


5 At tis moment, he is fitting on 
the other fide of my table, in the 
act of making ſome of his own bad 
poetry worſe, in which agreeable 
bufineſs, T may, perhaps, be kind 
enough to give him ſome aſſiſtance. 

You: would not, probably, have ſuſ- 

N bim in ſo cloſe a vicinity to 
- ut; | 13 me; 
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{/LETTER, THe FORTY-SEYENTH. 


1. expect you With Impa- 
tience, and am much flattered 


that you can leave the fociety of 
| your r Friend C for the fake of 
"ding to my ſolicitations. 1s & 
beyond the reach of your inffuence 
to perſuade him to accompany you? 
I am apprehenſive, that he may 
have ſome ſcruples in being a 
gueſt of mine ; bur, if he will x Mo 
me that honour, will aſſume the 
virtue, though I have it not, and he 
ſhall find nothing chez moi which 
ſhall give the leaſt offence fo the 
tranquil purity of his character. 
Perhaps you will be my guarantee 
5 4 upon 
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LETTER THE FORTY-SBYENTH.. 


po. expect you with impa- 
tience, and am much flattered 


that you can leave the ſociety of 


your r Friend C for the fake of 
ang to my ſolicitations. | 18 k 
75 the reach of your influence 

to perſuade bim to accompany you? 
am apprehenſive, that he may 


bave ſome ſcruples in being a 
gueſt of mine ; but, if he will accord 


me that honour, I will aſſume the 
virtue, though I have it not, and he 
ſhall find nothing chez moi which 
ſhall give the leaſt offence fo the 
tranquil purity of his charaQter. 
Perhaps you will be my guarantee 
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6 008 2 
ment, reproached your friend for 
his forgetfulneſs. The reply was 
fingular, affecting, and, to the beſt 
of my recollection, as follows: 

When I met you this morning,“ 

faid Mr. C-—, I was proceeding 
to Temple - bar for the purpoſe of 
-* expending an allotted trifle on a 
. Turbot; but, a few minutes after, 
„received an unwilling appli- 
cation from a very diſtreſſed per- 
% ſon, to whom a Guinea was far 
more neceſſary than the addition 
of one particular diſh to a plentiful 
dinner would be to you, and 
you very well know the ſtrict 
regulations of my Exchequer. 
It is true,” continued he, that 
# you have loſt your Fiſh; but it is 
| * equally 
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ſhall find a reſtorative,” unleſs the 
ſociety of your friend ſhould renew 
2 influence over me. 

- Another circumſtance of a very 
different nature occurs to me from 
the recollection of that day's plea- 
fore.” Poor John Damer was one 
6f the company. He has made a 
ſtrange exit in a ſtrange manner. 
We were at Eton and in Italy to- 
gether,” and, at ſubſequent periods, 
ia the habits of friendly connection. 
Few of thoſe who knew him have 
been more gloomily affected by the 
melancholy; event than myſelf,” 1 
have been informed, that the King 
has exerted 'his royal influence to 
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1 
the ſubject; and Ronſſaau, who 
ſtems purpoſely not to anſwer his 
on arguments in favour of Suicide, 
defends it with ſentiment inſtead of 
reaſon. Many examples ate given, 
in the works of different writers, 

of amazing coolneſs in the act 
of Self. deſtruction, which repre- 
ſent the ſtroke as having been gi- 
ven in youth, health, and proſperity. 
J cannot truſt to appearances in theſe 
or any ſimilar examples; nor can 
I believe, that the mens ſana in cor- 
pore ſauo, with the comforts of life, 
ever could ſubmit to an act of 
ſuch dreadful uncertainty. I have, 
ſometimes, taken up the argument 
in favour of Self- murder, by way 
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former, its operations acquire the 
it bears the title of Philoſophy.— 


Poor Jobs Damer was no Philoſopher, 


and yet he ſeems to have taken his 
leap in the dark with the marks 
both of an Epicurean and a Stoic. 
He acted bis part with coolneſs, 
and fought” his preparation in the 
mirth of a brothel. 15. 
This is an awful ſubject; and, 
in caſting my eye over what I have 
haſtily written upon it, I obſerve 
ſome inaccutacies which I. ſhould 
be glad to correct. But it is not 


my office, nor is it in my preten- 


ſions, to inſtruct you. When you 
date here, I witl amuſe you with a 
| pamphlet, 
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18 LETTER vas FORTY-EIGHTH. | 

XJ OU are not the only one of my 
many criticiſing friends, who have 
expreſſed their ſurprize at my taking 


ſo kindly to the Surry Dell, and be- 


- coming ſo dead to rural magnificence 


as to negle&t Hagle)'s gaudy ſcene 


and proud domain. C— — H— —, 
in one of | her viſits to this place, 
told me that I looked like a toad 
in a hole. Be that as it may, 
it is | ſhady, elegant, convenient, 

Vol. II. K luxuriant, 
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ties. Here I find no inconvenience 
in a rainy; day: the means of 
diflipating . a. gloomy temper are 
within my beckon. If I wiſh to be 
alone, I can ſhut my gates and ex- 
elude the world; or, if I want ſo- 
ciety; my poſt-chaiſe will quickly 
bear me hence, or fetch it here. 
On the conttary, Hagley, which is, 
erttainiy, an Elyfian ſcene, uniting 
in itſelf grandeur, beauty, and 
convenience, does not poſſeſs any of 
theſe, advantages; and I might die 
there of nnn, before any, - thing 
like; the neceſſary remedy could be 
found. In that ſpot, all delightful 
as. it is, I. eannot enjoy the adyan- 
age of the. ſociety which, I pre- 
IA K 2 fer; 
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| of the ruſt S 2 | 
vellers wy all parte. * 
troops of holiday neighbours, are 
bourly chaſing me from my apart- 
ments, or, by ſtrolling about the en- 
virons, keep me a priſoner. in it. 
The Lord of the Place can never 
call it his for à day auting the 


=_ pate of the ear. Nor am 


255 yer” forth to the com- 


plimentary a ee of thoſe who 
come. to viſit it. My pride is not 
of that complexion; and the con- 
ſciouſneſs of poſſeſſing the firſt place 
of its kind in Europe, is a ſufficient 
latisfaRtion to me, without ſhewing 
2 any 
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have. he. 1 to u you, 
bas won my fondeſt | attachment. 
Ho left me this. morni 

We paſſed the whole of yeſterday 
evening! in ſearching into the na- 
ture of the ſoul, and  contrivings 
ways and means for the final dil 
ſolution of the world, We are 


Fg 


neither of us qualified to make any 


Oran TY: 


gr eat figure in Aſtronomy © or er 


phyſics ; nevertheleſs, we "became 
very familiar with the " heavenly 
Bodies, and diſcounted, „with A 
moſt impoſing gravity, on Matter 
pl Spirit. We exerdiſed all our 


in 8 


Em 
ingengity, to find out in what part 
of the human frame the foul had 
fixed her abode, but were totally 
unable te make the diſcovery, till 
our friend, with his uſual fingu- 
larity of thou ght. determined it 


1 a 7 "rt 1 


to be in every part where there is 
ſenſation, and, particularly, in thoſe 
parts where, | ſenſation is moſt ex- 
quiſie, But, as it is much eafier 

to. pull down Hf ſtems than to eſta- 
ol chem, we deſtroyed the Globe, 
and all that it inherits, with 
1 expedition. A comet 


was ſeired "upon by both of us, 
at "the. ſame moment, as the engine 
to be employed in the tremendous 
conſlagration. The conteſt for, the 
originality of this idea was candied 


* 4 
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on, with equal zeal between us, 


for ſome time, which my Antago- 
niſt !concluded by introducing 
another very, intereſtigg ſubject for 
enquiry: Whether the great Day of 
Judgment Was to precede, accom- 
pany, or follow, | this: gr eat event 
of the world's diſſolution? lu the 
courſe; of his harangue, he roſe 
to ſuch à fervout of thought, 
deliyered ſuch, forcible language, 
and . iqtermingled ſuch, ſtriking 
expreſſions from the . Scriptures, 
that he grew pale beneath his own 
conceptions. - The alarm was con- 
tagious, and made my blood curdle 
in its veins. I verily believe, if 
a rattling thunder - ſtorm had im- 
mediately followed his oration, that 

. our 


(, 149 
our confuſion would have been too 
ſerious to have admitted of an 
acknowledgment. The two Ladies, 
'who -compefed our audience, were 
thrown into ſach a terror of mind, 
that I began to apprehend-- the 
{evening's © amuſement would have 
concluded in ' ' ſending two hand- 
ſome and uſeful women to the 
Magdalen. My houſe, with all its 
advantages, is not calculated for the 
actual work of contrition, tho! it may 
prepare the way for it; and if ſuch 
a ſcene of repentance had really hap- 
/ Pened, it would have conſtituted an 
æta in my life ſufficient to ſeduce 
the attention of mankind Troth all 
the paſt ſingularities of it. 
Jails ** &c. „ „1 
2 LET- 


* 


mination, and branched it forth inov 
2 variety 'of new ramifications. A 
writer, who ſtrikes at the very toot of 
Sacred Hiſtory, which has bern an ob 
jet of faith to ſo great a part of the 
more enlightened world fot ſuch a 
_ courſe of ages, and poſſeſſes the ſup - 
port of callateral Tradition, as well 
252 ſupernatural ſtrength of internal 
Evidence, ſuch. an author, I ſay, 
ſhould produce ſomething more than 
Hypotheſis, tho* ſupported by the 
moſt colofſa} ſtrength of human Eru- 
dition: nay, it may not be the leaſt, 
among the many arguments in fa- 
wur of the Sacred Writings, that 
nothing but Hypotheſis can be 
brougbt againſt them. A Faith of 
tome thouſand years is not to be de: 
* ſtroyed 
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the/ uninformed" reflections"! of the 
moment, to thank you fòr the very 
judicious and elegant manuſoript 
which you have intruſted to my pe- 
ruſal. It has all my praiſe. The 
dialogue is natural; the language 
chaſte; We Baracke finely diſcti- 
nc the ſentiments admirably 
appropriated z ; and the moral, if 1 
may uſe the "expreſſion, irrefiſtibly 
Propoſed to the bufineſs' and boſom 
_ of the reader.” I will hope that yo 
will continue to gild your leiſure 
hours with” ſuch delightful ammuſe- 
ments, and that your philanthropic 
ſpirit 2 to o ard and 
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of contented” mediocrity; is humble 
2s Tho“ he Khew nothitig, While the 


s not only the moſt learned Woman 
of any age, but one of the moſt 
karned' perſons of that in which the 
lives.” The pure, ſublime Genius, 
which hever' ſwerves from * Virtue, 

aetompanies her in the paths of ri- 
g Diſcretion; and is contented to 
ſlütnber, While its favourite Votaty 
is employed in the daily, habitual 
exerciſe of domeſtic duties. This 
colloquy ſhould take place between 
Juſtice, accompanied by Vanity en- 
forcing reward, and Merit, attended : 
by Modefty;* who will ſcarce ſuffer 

an acceptance? '' They muſt be made 
ta contend not for their on, bur 
each other's genius ard virtue; and 
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ier u long ſer ies df months, and had 
raiſed the jealouſy, as well as the 
expectations, of the male ſtar=paters, \ 
declared her only object was to diſ 
cover if there were men in the moon. 
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LETTER Taz FIFTIE TH. 


My dear Lord. e n 
E M nbt ſo dull of apprchenſion 
bas to beg deceived by your ele- 
gam Irony on the Drawings of naked. 
Figures which you have accidentally 
ſeen in their preparation for my ca- 
binet. As works of art, they have 
Vor. II. L. 4 claim 
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a claim to real admiration, as being 
exquiſite copies of Nature in her 
moſt beautiful and intereſting ap- 
pearance. This you readily acknow- 
ledge ; but feem rather to hint at 
the very great impropriety of ſuffer- 
ing ſuch repreſentations to be held 
forth to public view. In the appli- 
cation, at leaſt, this idea of your 
Lordſhip's is fomewhat erroneous : 
theſe deſigns are deſtined to be the 
omaments of my private Dreſſing- 
room, a ſandtum ſanctorum, into 
which they alone are admitted, whoſe 
_ - Neady virtue or experience of the 
world will enable them to lock, 
without any "immoral ſenſation, on 
the works of a far more laſcivious 
pencil than that which I have em- 
ployed, 


K 


The 
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The arguments which you have 
directed againſt my Drawings, might 
be turned, with no ſmall ſucceſs, 
againſt the creative arts of Painting 
and Sculpture. I really feel a vaſt 


weight of matter ruſhing upon me; 
„ but, for your ſake, I will refiſt its 


impulſe, and acknowledge with you, 


that a different ſpecies of decoration 


is more ſuitable to common apart- 
ments, where promiſcuous compa- 


nies of either ſex and every age are 
received; tho a copy of Titian's 
Venus, and the naked Boys of Domi- 
nichino, grace your With-drawing- 
room; not forgetting the Sacrifice to 
Priapus, which is a principal orna- 
ment of your Library. You have 
had the precaution, it is tque, to 

L 2 hang 


| 1 
hang a curtain before the former, 
which, I do inſiſt, by tempting the 
gueſs of curious and ſportive fancies, 
to ſay no worſe, is a more actual 
promoter of bluſhing reflections, 
than the moſt open expoſure of thoſe 
naked charms that are obſcured by 
it. Indeed, my Lord, yours is a 
falſe delicacy as applied to me, and 
unjuſt as proceeding from one who 
is himſelf guilty of fimilar and even 
worſe practices. I really ſhould 
have ſuppoſed, that an Enthuſiaſm 
for the fine Arts, and the repeated 
Tour of Italy, would have taught 
you better. The elegantium forma- 
rum ſpefator is a character, that, I 
| ſhould imagine, would ever com- 
mand your eſteem: nor could it 

| have 


( 161 ) 


have entered into my belief, that 
you, who look with ſuch frequent 
admiration on your fine ſet of En- 
gravings after, if I miſtake not, the 
Duke of Mariborough's valuable ca- 
binet-of antique Gems, would have 
ventured at any thing like a remon- 
france on my far more inanimate 
Senne. 


The unfledged Youth, who . 
to feel an unknown ſomething run- 
ning through his veins, for a ſhort 
time might be affected by ſuch un- 
veiled repreſentations; but to Men 
of our Age and Experience, they 
would rather ſerve to create indiffer- 
ence, by continually preſenting to 
us images of thoſe objects, whoſe 
L 3 novelty 
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povelty is one of the principal eau- 
ſes of their influence upon us. 
Some of the ancient nations exhi- 
bired the different ſexes naked' to 
each other, in order to ſmother that 
inflammatory ſenſibility of Nature 
which you ſuppoſe the paintings of 
naked Beauty, continually before my 
eyes, muſt be capable of continually 
inſpiring. Upon my word, you give 
me a combuſtible temperament 
which I do not poſſeſs; and, it you 
judge of me, in this particular, 
from yourſelf, I give your Lordſhip 
joy of the very great advantage you 
. have over me. Without entering 
further into the argument, which, if 
duly purſued, of a moderate letter 
would make a long treatiſe, I ſhall 

ouly 
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only obſerve, that the Mode of 


Dreſs, now adopted by our women 
of faſhion, is more ſeducing and 
inflammatory, and has a more direct 
tendency to call forth looſe Affections 
in our ſex, than any painted Re- 


pteſentation of female Beauty, tho 


finiſhed by the exquiſite pencil of 
Titian himſelf, Your Lordſhip's 


Venus repoſes, with little interrup- 


tion, behind her curtain; while the 


Ladies of the World unfold to every 


eye that ſhare of their charms which 

are beſt calculated to ſeduce it, and 
to fill the fancy with the idea of 
more winning beauties, which the 
Mantle of Faſhion does not, as yet, 


diſdain to cover. 


I called at your door to laugh 
L 4 with 


0 

with you upon the ſubject of your 
reproof; and, tho you had taken 
your flight to Bath, I was reſolved 
that you ſhould not eſcape me. 
Perhaps, you have not heard of 
Cofway's- misfortune. In a pitched 
battle with his Monkey, he has been 
completely worſted, and now Keeps 
dis bed from the wounds he received 
P the combat. I have, however, 

e pleaſure to tell you, that the 
hand of your little Raphael has eſ- 
caped the fury of his antagoniſt, and 
zs ftill reſerved to delight every lover 
of its art; but, as there is a grievous 
laceration in one of his legs, there 
is ſome reaſon to fear that the impor- 
tant Strut may be loft for ever. 

I am, with great regard, &c. 


LETTER 
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PLEAD guilty to a very tri- 
fling part of the charge which 
you bring againſt me; but I pe- 
.remptorily deny that the accuſing 
Lady is a woman of Virtue. Do 
you believe that every Wife, who 
does not advance into the guilt of 
Adultery, is a virtuous character? 
Is it your opinion, that every un- 
married Lady, who does not keep 
an handſome footman, or make an 
occaſional retreat into the country, 
to drink aſſes milk for a dropſy, 
has a right to boaſt of Chaſtity? 
Alas! Sir, I know many of theſe, 
and hear daily of more, who, tho' 
they 


1 
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they have not been guilty of what is 
pre-eminently called a criminal devi- 
ation from the nuptial Vow or vir- 
gin Honour, poſſeſs more unchaſte 
minds, than many of thoſe forlorn 
wretches who gain their daily bread 
by the niiſerable trade of nocturnal 
proftitution, 


Your artful, angry, or difap- 
pointed Relation, —for I have not 
yet decided which of theſe epithets 
is moſt applicable to her preſent 
fituation,—makes out a ſtrange and 
horrid ſtory from the ordinary occur- 
rence of an accidental half-hour's 
tẽte- d- tte. 1 found her, par hazard, 
alone, and in thoſe ſpirits which 
ſeemed to aſk for that kind of li- 
| | bettine 
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| berting badinage, which, in her more 
ſober humour, would not have been 
exerted. The idle raillery was parried 
by her with much ſkill and co- 
quetry : ſhe neither retired into ano- 
ther room, nor rung for a ſervant 
to ſhew me the door, or even diſ- 
covered # gleam of diſapprobation 
by a moment's gravity. . On the 
contrary, ſhe preſſed my longer ſtay, 
and, at my departure, reproached 
me from the infrequency of my vi- 
fitss But, ſtung with the mortifica- 
tion that her upbraidings were thrown 
away, (excuſe, I beſeech you,. the 
neceffary vanity of my juſti fica- 
tion,) ſhe has thought proper to cry 
aloud againſt me, to revenge what 
_ might confider as a neglect, or, 

perhaps, 


A 


— 
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perhaps, to make the world believe 
that ſhe was till capable of inſpir- 
ing ſuch a violence of paſſion, 
which, in her biſtory, ſo irrefiſtibly 
impelled me to make an adventurous 
attack upon her virtue. It really 
concerns me, that you ſhould be, 
at once, the engine of her malicious 
rage, and the dupe of your own 
amiable credulity, Her threats, tho' 
they were to take her own ſhape, 
would not alarm me; but ſhe knows 
too much of the wicked world to 
put them in execution : — believe 
me, my friend, ſhe will not give her 
many enemies ſuch an advantage 
over her, 


1 ſhall plead guilty, in a more 
general 
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general manner, to another charge 
which your accuſing ſpirit has 
brought againſt me,—that I have a 
decided ill opinion of our cotempo- 
 rary Women in bigh Life. The 
corruption of the preſent times is in 
no degree ſo ſtrongly marked as by 
the modern profligacy of female 
manners, Examine the catalogue 
of thoſe Ladies, whoſe rank, beauty, 
accompliſhments, or fortune, give 
them an-influence in the great world, 
and then tell me what you think of 
the preſent ſtate of ſuperior female 
character. Is their rank employed 
to give .an Example to the inferior 
orders? Is their Beauty exerted in 
the various ſervices of Virtue? Are 


their Accompliſhments exerciſed 1n 
9 con- 
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confirming and prolonging the dura- 
tion of virtuous Affection? And is 
their Fortune taxed with Relief to 
Poverty, Encouragement to Arts, or 


7 Protection to Science, otherwiſe than 


in ſubſervience to the caprices of 
Faſhion? ls a Simplicity of cha- 
racter viſible in female Youth after 
fourteen years of aged and Does not 
the Reign of Coquetry commence 
before, and oftentimes long before, 
that period? Trace the courſe of 
faſhionable Education from the 
Cradle to the Altar; examine with 
attention the efforts and views of ma- 
ternal Tenderneſs, in the circle of 
your own ſociety; and tell me 
where is that Perfection of female 
Character to be found, — for it might 
| exe 


„ 
every where exiſt. which can awe 
the moſt diſſolute into Reſpect and 
Adiniration. You muſt very well 
know, that the Paſſion of the moſt 
empaſſioned is very rarely indeed 
ſo irreſiſtible as to inflame with the 
defign of carrying the fortreſs of 
Chaſtity by a coup de main; and 
whenever ſuch attempts are made; 
it is ſome viſible breach in the out- 
works which encourages to that 
fierce mode of conqueſt, A chaſte, 
virtuous Woman is an awful cha- 
racter; ſomething ſupernatural ſeems 
to ſurround and ſhrowd her from 
the profane approaches of Seduction. 
Innocence may be ſeduced; and Ig- 
norance- may be deceived; but 
Chaſtity, founded on the firm baſis 
: | of 
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ef pure Virtue, holds forth to the 
eye of the moſt artful, as well as the 
moſt rampant Luſt, the repulſive 
evidence of impregnable ſecurity. 


' You muſt well remember where 
we dined together not many weeks 
ago; nor can it have been poſſible 
for you to forget the friendly appre- 
| henfions which our Hoſteſs expreſſed 
teſt the Houſe of Commons ſhould 
detain Mr. — —, as ſhe was ſure 
Lady — — — would not be in to- 
jerable humour, if he was not of 
the party. At length, however, they 
both came, were carefully placed 
together at table, and ſeemed in 
perfect contentment, Now, all this 


its bufineſs was managed in 
chaſte 
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chaſte ſociety, - and in a virtuous 
houſe ,; nevertheleſs, it appeared to 
me, that the Miſtreſs of it, even in 
the preſence of her daughters, did 
| little leſs than promote the progreſs 
of Adultery. | This, you ſee, is ſo 
common an arrangement, that Mrs. £ 
——. ho holds herſelf forth as a ' 
woman of renowned diſcretion, con- 
fidered it as a matter of courle. 1 
wonder much that you will ſuffer * 
ſuch rare Virtue, as dwells in that 
moſt amiable woman whom you 
poſſeſs, to riſk the taint of ſuch 
ſocieties. boat 5 


I would 1 forgive the artifice of 
Dreſs, and the little. hypocrifies of 
perſonal Decoration; they originate - 

Vor. Ih M from 
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from a defire to pleaſe, and can 


never produce any fatality of decep- 
: but the wearing a Maſk upon 


the Mind, and the giving a falla- 


cious appearance to Character, is a 
Forgery that becomes, oftentimes, 
more fatal to Happineſs and Ho- 


nour, than a crime of the ſame title 


which never finds mercy, How 
many women are there now flaunt- 
ing about ' our world, who have 
made uſe of the falſeſt pretences to 
obtain a ſettlement and an huſband ; 
and, when they have ſucceeded, not 


only throw afide the painted veil 


which covered them, but laugh at 
the poor hapleſs dupe who reproaches 
their duplicity ! 

They daub their tempers o'er with waſhes 


A, artificial as their faces: 
| and 
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and while ſome of them conde- 
ſcend to appear charming, both in 
mind and perſon, to all. the World, 
Poor Benedick, who poſſeſſes the en- 
vied privilege - going behind the 
Curtain, alone ſees the decompoſi- : 
tion of that Beauty and Virtue 
which leaves not a look or a wiſh, 
to pleaſe behind them. 


That excellent woman, whom 
you have the ſupreme happineſs to 
call your own, is, as I have been 
told, the only one of her ſex who 
deigns to fay a word in my favour. 
The reaſon, my dear Sir, is evident: 
ſhe is the only one I know who 
poſſeſſes a ſufficient ſhare of real, 
intrinſic Virtue, to keep me, in her 

Mz. pre- 


a2 


preſence, | in the moſt patient and 
ſatisfactory decorum. Thoſe charms 
which, while they allure, correct, 
and, while they delight, improve, are 
of rare growth ; and it becomes the 
intereſt of a corrupt world to em- 
ploy its contagion to their deſtruc- 
tion. This is a language which 
you might not expect from ſuch an 
incorrigible finner as I am; but 
believe me, it is that of all the tribe 
when Reaſon reſumes her lucid in- 
terval : and if the women of co- 
quetry, vanity, and intrigue, knew 
how much their moſt devoted, ad- 
mired, and familiar favourites, at 
times, deſpiſe and ſpeak of them, 
they would have recourſe to the 
Sincerity of Virtue, to obtain ho- 

neſt 


77 
neſt praiſe, real admiration, and ſolid 
pleaſure. 5 
» lt will afford me no ſmall ſatis- 

faction to hear that I have laid 
your ſpirit of Cenſure, and that on 
this ſubject ar Jeaſt it will haunt me 
no more: for, tho' public Severity 
hardens me more and more againſt 
| public Opinion, I ſhould ever wiſh 
tojuſtify myſelf to you, when I ꝑoſſeſs 
any means of juſtification. Vou 
will do me the favour to preſent my 
very ſincere reſpects to Mrs — —, 
and receive the affectionate regard of, 


Your faithful, &c, 


M z 
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LETTER Taz FIFTY-SECOND. | 


Wiſhed, for many reaſons, that 
you could have accompanied me 
hither ; but another is now added 
to the number, by an unpleaſant 
indiſpoſition that has hung upon 
me for ſome time; and, tho! it 
does not keep me at home, it de- 
prives me of any and every enjoy- 
ment when I go abroad. I want you 
to conſole me, to affiſt my preſent 
tendency to grave ſpeculations, and 
to behold me an example of your 
favourite propoſition, that man is a 
ſuperſtitious animal. A being con- 
tinually Vine by hopes and 
fears, 


\ 
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fears, is naturally diſpoſed to con- 
ſider every trivial occurrence as an 
omen of his good or evil fortune. 
The hot and cold fits of life, from 
one or other of which we are ſel- 
dom free, keep the mind in that 
' tremulous ſtate of ſuſpence which 
makes Reaſon ſubſervient to the 
fickly power of Imagination. Com- 
mon Superſtition is awakened by the 
eager purſuit of the moſt common 
objects, and is particularly viſible 
in thoſe who attend upon the 
nightly orgies of the God of Game; 
where the force of lucky and un- 
lucky omens is ſtrongly, as well as 
univerſally, impreſſed. 


Women, and Men who reſemble : 
M4 Women, 
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Women, are ſuppoſed, from extreme 


fear of diſappointment, to be very 
generally diſpoſed" to the habit of 


drawirlg idle conſequences | from 
every trivial event. But whercfore 


do I venture an imputation * againſt 


the weaker ſex, or the leſs reſo- 
lute part of my own, when a mo- 
ment's refletion convinces me 


that the ſtrongeſt mind cannot al- 


ways reſiſt the ſame influence; 
and that it is not in the utmoſt 


perfection of human nature to boaſt 
a perfect ſuperiority over it. The 
wide extent of antiquity is full 


of it: the flight of birds, and 
the entrails of beaſts, determined 
the fate of kings and the proſperity 


of nations. The vifion of the 


„ 
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ni ght, and the awakening Houf, 
gave a colour of good of eu te 
the ſucceeding day; and the un- 
wieldy code of proverbial Wiſdom 
is indebted for its bulk to the 
liberal aid- of pregnant Superſtition: 
nay, were I to explore the modern 
and more rational ' ſyſtem of later 
ages, it would only be tracing 
a more extenfive chart of human 
n 


This propenſity of the mind, 
which is trifling and tranſitory in 
the courſe of ordinary occurrences, 
becomes a grievous and oppreſſive 
weight, when, from the frowns of 
Fortune, or the languors of Dileaſe, 
it paſſes from this world to another. 

| When 


—— —— —— 
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When the frame begins to Abe 
ſymptoms of decay, when its pains 


and debility fix the gloomy idea of 


an eternal ſeparation upon a mind 


unuſed to ſimilar, or, perhaps. any 


ſerious contemplations, there is no 
alternative but ſtoical Apathy or 


flanciful Superſtition, I am not 


diſpoſed to admit the poſſibility 
of the former, or, at leaſt, it is 
beyond the reach of my nature to 


attain it; I muſt, therefore, ſubmit 


to the latter, and endeavour to 
ſhelter my , weakneſs under that 
of all mankind in all ages of the 
world. | 


Will you believe me, when I tell 
you, that, in a morning's ride, 
which 


( 183 ) 


which conducted me by ſome of 
the rremendous fires employed in 
the manufaRories in my neighbour- 
| hood, I ſhuddered at the fight of 
their angry flames, and expreſſed 
my ſenſations to the young lady 1 
accompanied. in ſuch a manner, as 
to make her cheek pale as my 
 own?—t has been obſerved by ſame 
wicked wit, and I believe by Voltaire, 
for the thought is of his caſt, — 
that, on the morning of the birtieib 
of January, every Sovereign in Eu- 
rope riſes with a crick in his neck. 
Now, you may apply this idea, 
for your amuſement, to the alarms 
I have juſt deſcribed. I am ſinner 
enough to juſtify the application, 
and am, at preſent, humble enough 
| | | to 


— 1 
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to acknowledge the truth of it. 
'The ſame ſhrewd genius declared, 
when he was out of humour with 
a certain race of kings, gue tous les 
Bourbons craignent le diable : ne- 
vertheleſs,—for I am determined 
to be even with bim,—if any credit 
is to be given to general and uni- 
form report, the lively ſatiriſt was 
himſelf ſubje&t to certain fits of 
deſpondency, when be ſuffered ſe- 
verely from fimilar apprehenſions. 


Mors inflans numina os fans. 


Tranquillity, I am told, bs blo; 


lutely neceſſary for the reſtoration 


of my body; but, in ſubnutting 


to the propoſed remedy for my 


corporal infirmities, I ſhall certainly 
acq"17e 
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acquire all the horrors- of intellec- 
tual diſeaſe, if you do not haſten to 
conſole me. If you refuſe me your 
temporal comforts, I ſhall be under 
the neceſſiiy of applying to the 
Reverend John Weſley, who, ac- 
cording to the Birmingham paper, 
is preaching about the -neighbour- 
hood, to aſſiſt me with his ſpiritual 
Elixir, | 
— — was here laſt week, and 
happy beyond expreſſion in the 
full enjoyment of rural luxury; 
but the beautiful ſcenes which 
filled his mind with ſuch mad and 
mortifying delight, are viewed, by 


my jaundiced eye, with leſs Than 
in- 
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to acknowledge the truth of it. 
The ſame ſhrewd genius declared, 
when he was out of humour with 
a certain race of kings, gue tous les 
B. ourbons craignent le diable: 

vertheleſs, —for I am . 
to be even with him, —if any credit 
is to be given to general and uni- 
form report, the lively ſatiriſt was 
himſelf ſubject to certain fits of 
deſpondency, when be ſuffered ſe- 
verely from fimilar apprehenſions. 
Mors inſtans numina majora facit. 


Tranquillity, I am told, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for the reſtoration 
of my body; but, in ſubmitting 
to the propoſed remedy for my 
corporal infirmities, I ſhall certainly 
acq"1:76 
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en, 
acquire all the horrors- of intellec- 
tual diſeaſe, if you do not haſten to 


conſole me. If you refuſe me your 


temporal comforts, I ſhall be under 


the neceſſiiy of applying to the 


Reverend Joby Weſley, who, ac- 
cording to the Birmingham paper, 
is preaching about the neighbour- 
hood, to aſſiſt me with his ſpiritual 
Elixir. | 


— — was here laſt week, and 
happy beyond expreſſion in the 
full enjoyment of rural luxury ; 
but the beautiful ſcenes which 
filled his mind with ſuch mad and 


mortifying delight, are viewed, by 
my Jaundiced eye, with leſs than 


in- 


— — 4. 
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| Fin et rigni _ vallibus amnes 


we to add, 

. vie ) ubi campi, „ 
- Byarchivſque, et Ae; bacchata — 
ee r 


| Adiew, and "FE me, &c. &c. 


W 

1 bave . moment received a 
letter from — —, which proves 
— 3 to be the moſt ungrateful 

Villain in exiſtence. This con- 

Vviction has, I believe, foiced an 


/ pnexpeRted . glow upon my wan 


(27 


4 


dountenance. It may be for the 
EG 5536 beſt, 


4 * 


ert feeble age, enabled 


iD 4 _ as 
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beſt, that my immediate indiſpo- 
ſition prevents me from honour- 


ing the raſcal with a reproach. 


LETTER Tas FIFTY-THIRD. 


My dear 3 


HE kuer, which 1 had be 


pleaſure of receiving from 


you yeſterday, afforded me all the. 


ſatisfaction 1 had ſo much reaſon 


to expect from it. But as every 


good in this world muſt have its 


alloy, it was accompanied by one 


of thoſe half- dictatorial epiſtles, 


which, under the colour of friendly 
Concern, and in the garb of re- 
ſpect ful 
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particularly painful; to which may 


be added ſome ſcurvy treatment, 
which I do not like to think of, 


and am ſorry has got abroad. 


— — ought to have cut the Bully's 
throat, without heſitation; but he 
was a tranquil ſpectator of the bu- 


ſineſs, and had not the gratitude . 


to riſk his own pitiful Life to ſave 
my Honour. 


When 1 ſeriouſly reflect on the 


miſeries of Dependence, by what- 


ever name it may be diſtinguiſhed, 


I cannot but admire the prudence, 
and envy the diſpoſition, of thoſe 
men who preſerve themſelves above 
it. I am convinced, that no man 


can be happy, or honourable, who 


Vol. II. 9 does 
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does not proportionate his expences 
to the means he poſſeſſes: and 
if the phraſe is ſignificant, that 
deſcribes the man, who pays every 
body, as above the world, he, who 
has diſabled himſelf from purſuing 
the ſame conduct, muſt ſubmit to 
the abject idea of being beneath 
it, If your Creditor, is a Shoe- 
maker, and you cannot diſcharge 
his bill, whatever your rank may 
be, he becomes your Superior ; 
and the moment you put it out 
of your power to pay a Servant 
bis wages, he becomes your Maſter, 
and you muſt not only ſubmit 
to his 1mpertinence, but connive at 
bis frauds, in order to prevent this 
liveried Creditor from making his 

demands. 
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demands. 1 tell you honeſtly, that 
the galled horſe winces on the oc- 
caſion, and that my withers are 
moſt ſeverely wrung. I feel the 
grief ſo ſenſibly, that, if I had an 
amanuenſis at hand, I ſhould like 
to patrol my library, and dictate a 
diſcourſe on worldly Prudence, The 
circumſpe&t uſe of money, ariling, 
not from any avaricious principle, 
but from the wiſe practice of applying 
means to ends, will keep a man 
in that ſtate of independence which 
is the Rock of Life. On that 
foundation he can ſtand firm, re- 
turn the haughty look, ſmile at the 
ſupercilious frown, give truth its 
due force, and ſcorn the embroidered 
lie, You have a ſon; and let 

N 2 me 
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me adviſe you, while the ſmartings 
of the moment dictate the counſel, 
to inſtil into his tender mind the 
laſting impreſſions of a liberal 
Prudence, without which, Virtue is 
continually harrafled by Neceſſity, 
Pleaſure has but an interrupted 
enjoyment, and Life becomes a 
chequered ſcene of agitation and 
diſtreſs. 


Quærenda pecunia primum ; - 
Virtus pol nummos. — ——— 


But this by the way.—You inform 
me that you every day expect an 
encreaſe of your family, which | 


very fincerely hope may prove an 
addition to your happineſs. How- 


ever, I cannot but think it a great 


miſtake to make merry over a 
| creature 
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creature who is born to the ſame mi- 


ſeries as ourſclves, who, the firſt mo- 


ment he draws the Breath of Life, 
is enrolled in the Regiſter of Death, 
and, from the Womb, makes {ſwift 
and direct advances to the Grave, I 
am almoſt a convert to the practice 
of the Thracians, who wept beſide 
the Cradle, and danced around the 


Tomb. Theſe opinions will, pro- 


bably, preclude any propoſals to me 
from becoming a Godfather. Mrs. 
— — — once did me the honour 
to hint ſomething of that nature: 
but I beg you to tell her, from your 
own experience, that I am too un- 
ſanctifed a perſon to take upon me 
the character of a baptiſmal Sponſor, 
You will then be ſo obliging as to 


N 3 aco,. 
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add, from me, that I ſhall ever have 
too fincere a regard for any child of 
hers, to procure it ſo ungracious an 
entrance into the Chriſtian Church, 
as I am apprehenfive that it would 
find, were I to be the officiating 
| Uſher on the occaſion. 


I am, with great regard, &c. 


— — 


LETTER TAS FIFTY-FOURTH. 


RECEIVE your congratulations 
with an unaffected ſenſibility ; 
but, as your applauſe proceeds from 
the partiality of a favourable repre- 
ſeatation, and not from your own 
Re» imme- 


E 


immediate experience, I may, with- 
out impropriety, or any falſe ſhow of 
modeſty, to which I am not very 
much habituated, obſerve, that the 
part, I took in the debate to which 


you ſo Kindly allude, would not 
have been ſo favourably mentioned, 
if you had been one of its crowded 
audience. | 


I will tell you, with great truth, 
that it was an important object with 
me to exert the full force of my 
mind and talents on the buſineſs of 
that day. I had directed all my 
thoughts to that purpoſe, and not 
only exerted a very unuſual in- 
duſtry in acquiring the Know- 
ledge neceſſary to give my opinions 

N 3 their 
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their due weight, but had laboured 
the Dreſs in which they were to be 
cloathed, and attentively compoſed 
the decorations which were to give 
the final embelliſhment. In ſhort, 
I omitted no mode of ſtudy, reflec- 
tion, or exerciſe, which might ena- 
ble me to force Conviction, and ra- 
viſh Applauſe. But I fucceeded in 
neither ; and, after a ſpeech of ſome 
length, I ſat down, oppreſſed with 
diſappointment and mortification. 
Several circumftances, unexpected in 
themſelves, and untoward in their 
nature, co-operated to the fall of my 
pride on that day. In the morning, 
while I was rehearſing my part to 
A——, by ſome miſtake H — — 
was admitted to me, and not only 
inter- 


er 
interrupted my leſſon, but, by the 
ready communication of his eccen- 
tric flights upon the ſame ſubject, 
threw my well-marſhed band of 


ideas into irretrievable confuſion. 


But this was not all; he deſired to 
accompany me to the Houſe, and, 
in our way thither, he ſeized upon 
the bugle ornaments of my cloaths, 


as a ſubject for ſtil more diſcom 


fiting> fingularities of thought; ſo 
that I was moſt heartily glad when 
my coach broke down in Parlia- 
ment-ſtreet, and produced a ſepara- 
tion. The worſt, however, remains 
behind. It was my purpoſe to fol- 
low the Earl of Shelburne ; and in 
conſequence of ſuch a plan, I had 
necefſarily preſuppoſed the line of 

debate 
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confounded ; and, tho! I proceeded 
with ſome degree of ſpirit and reco- 
very, I fat down, at length, with 
much elf-diffatisfaQtion : nor had I 
reaſon to think, from the ſucceeding 
part of the debate, that I had made 


any impreſſion on thoſe within the 
bar, whatever I might have done 


among the tribe of curious liſteners 
without it. 


This is the true, unvarniſhed ſtate 


of the caſe; and, from the circum- 
ſtances of it, I have formed a reſo- 
lution, which, I truſt, you will ap- 
prove,—to make no more ſuch ſtu- 
died preparations. I will give the 
announced ſubjects all the conſidera- 
tion they deſerve, acquire all the 


know- 
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yield himſelf to the former, with a 
certain aſſurance of acquiring an im- 
portant political reputation. 


In American affairs I have ever 
poſſeſſed a perfect uniformity of opi- 
nion. My doctrine has ever been 
that Legiſlation involves in it every 
poſſible Power and Exerciſe of civil 
Government. For this principle [I 
ſhall never ceaſe to contend ; tho? I 
am forced unwillingly to acknow- 
ledge, that the miniſterial means of 
ſupporting it have, at times, been 
very erroneous. But you may be 
aſſured, that, if ſome better plans 
for reinſtating Great-Britain in the 
full dominion of her revolted Colo- 
nies be not purſued, (an event which 

Huma- 


pſ1 | 

01 pajeanqey ucoj ↄq {ew ay fone 
aq Jo 940y pood e s2yagod 4yooadj 
J0 $113 vowuon 2y1 yum fue 
e J] *3uawow 2y3 Jo 29pajmouy 
2y3 uodn gSunezado fuamiow ay3 30 
Juze sid 01 pan yaw 21 u 
penze> $1 oe 02 sf ay vaya f2nq 
* uoneardaid jeqiaa aznunu you 
241 yum re $14 vodn 124u9 4ew 
21 *12quour Jo 1eq1 puooay 01 panes 
un sid 10 uno SI{ JO uonout pool 
-o e ↄonpO 03 43pa40 ul ©a3rqap 
e ut pra] sq en 03 $1 ſoꝛeuaj e 
uy yl *11owow qu Jo suoqeidun 
pur S39Uey und 311 0J Ap 
pur *$jaip *adeyr {irgooou 2y4 yum 
*uawaBuele arnonzed nay3 Arg] 
pur *2{dioutud eiue Aw waog 
mod Aw ut way Jo 93paſmouy 


o) 


1808 50 


Humanity at firſt, ſucceeded by Miſ- 
information and later Indeciſion, has 
ſo unfortunately delayed, but which 
is ſtill practicable,) Miniſters ſhall 
hear the deep-toned energy of my 
reproach: I will lift up my voice 
againſt their timid and indeciſive 
eounſels. My political career, at 
jeaſt, ſhall not be marked with diſ- 
honour. 


I cannot do better, than, with the 
feelings of the preſent moment, to 
aſſure you of my moſt grateful ac- 
knowledgments for the regard you 
have ſhewn, on ſo many occaſions, 


t, , 
Your moſt faithful, &c. 


LET- 


(a... i. 


1 


LETTER Tax FIFTY.-FIFTH. 


NDEED, my friend, you are 
quite wild on the ſubject of Elo- 
quence, It may adorn our parlia- 
| mentary Debates, but it will not 
fave our Country, It is an adventi- 
tious qualification, that will do but 
little, unleſs other more ſubſtantial 
talents and attainments are in alli- 
ance with it. An Orator, in Ci- 
cero's definition of the character, in 
which, | ſuppoſe, he defigned to 
comprehend himſelf, combines every 
thing which is great in human Na- 
ture ; but the mere Man of Words, | 
Metaphors, and Impudence, in which, 
you may tell me, I ſhould compre- 


hend 
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hend myſelf, is nothing more than 


an uſeful Tool in the hands of ſu- 
* Roh. 


You are very ſenſible, but you miſ- 
take my ſenſe. I did not declare it to 
be my opinion that we had no Ora- 
tors among us, but that there was a 
melancholy dearth of real Stateſmen. 
Perhaps, there never was a period, 
in the annals of this or any other 
country, which has produced more 
able public Speakers than that where- 
in we live. The ſyſtem of Attack 
and Defence, diſplayed every ſel- 
ſion in both Houſes of Parliament, 
produces ſpecimens of oratorical Abi- 
lities which would have done honour 
to any nation at any period. Elo- 

quence 


f 20s } 


quence is a powerful auxiliary to 
great political talents ; but it is no- 
thing without them, — I mean, as to 
any great line of national utility. 
Mr. Edmund Burke, who is a pro- 


digy in his kind, will never make a 


leading Stateſman, I do not Know, 
nor have | ever heard of, any man 
who could deliver ſuch a rapid, cor- 
rect, adorned, and highly-finiſhed 
Oration, as frequently proceeds from 
the inſtantaneous impulſe of this 
gentleman's illuminated faculties, As 
2 Scholar, as a man of univerſal 
Knowledge, as a Writer, he is the 
object of my moſt fincere admiration; 
but, in my opinion, he would never 
figure in office beyond ihe Board of 
Trade, Charles Fox's Abilities and 

Vol. II. 0 Elocution 
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Elocution are of a decided ſuperiority; 
but, out of the Senate, their exertions 
would be of dubious expectation. If 
the formation of a new Miniſtry were 
to fall to my lot, Charles could not 
be engaged in a more buſy part 
than is generally allotted to g Vice- 
Treaſurer of Ireland. As for Colo- 
nel B— —, Nature defigned him 
for the ſervice of Attack : he is no- 
thing but in the Houſe of Commons, 
nor does he figure there but in Op- 
poſition. To muzzle the maſliff, he 
muſt have a place; for, while he ſat 
on the Treaſury-bench, be was dumb, 
and opened not bis mouth. Lord Wey- 
mouth is not an Orator; but he de- 
livers his good ſenſe with a very 
becoming dignity, 'The Duke. of 

G— —'$ 
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G— ſpeeches are words, words, 
words ; but are accompanied with an 
impoſing air of confequence, which 
tells you, in every look, geſture, and 
expreſſion, what the Speaker thinks 
of himſelf. Lord C— — an Ora- 
tor !-.. Where was your Reflection 
fled, or in what quarrel had you en- 
gaged with Reaſon and Judgment, 
when you made ſuch a miſtaken de- 
claration ? Believe me, my dear 
| friend, he poſſeſſes nothing but a 
little, literary, ſpangled Kind of em- 
broidered politics; pretty, decora- 
tive, and in faſhion; but without 
any thing like ſolidity of abilities, or 
permanency of character. I could 
never view him in any other light, 
not even when he prefided at a 

O 2 Com- 
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Commiſſion, whoſe hiſtory ſhould be 
blotted from the annals of Great 
Britain. Our preſent Palinurus is 
by no means deſerving of that con- 
tempt, which ſome men, very much 
his inferiors in every thing, think 
proper to throw*upon him ; and the 
Secretary for the American depart- 
ment ranks high among our modern 
Politicians :—nor muſt Lord Shel- 
burne be forgotten, who poſſeſſes, in 
a brilliant degree, the gift of Utter- 
ance, and is a perfect Yede- :ecum in 
Politics, I bear a willing teſtiniony 
to Lord Camden's vig-rous Under- 
ſtanding ; and | poſſeſs an heredi- 
tary admiration of Lord Mansficld's 
very ſuperior Talents and Character: 
* but the leading Lawyers, however 

able 
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able or learned, do not come within 
the compaſs of our preſent diſcrimi- 
nations. But all the Eloquence on 
which you build your hopes, and all 
the Abilities which our leading men 
poſſeſs, if brought into one aggre- 
gate Maſs of political talents, would 
not compoſe that conſummate Cha- 
rater on whom a Nation might re- 
poſe with. confidence and ſecurity. 
Is there a man among us, who can 
claim an equal ſhare of miniſterial 
Reputation with Mr, Pelham or Mr. 
George Grenville ? 


But I muſt add, for our conſola- 
tion, that our Enemies cannot boaſt 
of any intellectual ſuperiority over 


us :—their miſtakes have kept pace 
O 3 with 
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with our errors: the catalogue of 
their blunders is not leſs bulky than 
our own. Beſides, we till beat our- 
ſelves like a great people; we do 
not diſcover any marks of Deſpon. 
dency ; and, I truſt, we ſhall conti- 
nue to ſupport our national Cha- 
racter, to the Confuſion. of our Ene- 
mies, and the final Glory of our 
Country. 


I have this day been informed, 
that Dr. Price, the Dr. Brown of 
the preſent day, has been formally 
and ſolemnly invited by the Congreſs 
to take upon him the formation and 
ſuperintendency of their Exchequer, 
It would gladden my very ſoul to 


hear that he was embarked for Ame- 
| rica; 


e 


rica; tho”, I fear, he is too much of 
a Self. politician to take ſuch a ſtep. 
The labours of his theological Ac- 
compting - houſe would be of no 
ſmall ſervice to Great Britain, it they 
were employed beyond the Atlantic. 
This Reverend Gentleman, in his 
fad vaticinations of Britiſh Downfal, 
ſhelters himſelf beneath the double 
character of a political Prophet and 
chriſtian Divine. If America ſhould 
finally become independent, the Pro- 
phet will then exult in the accom- 
pliſhment of an event which he has 
long foretold : if, on the contrary, 


the power of Great Britain over her 
Colonies ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, the 
Calviniſtical cant of the Divine muſt 
diſplay itſelf in an humble, ſubmiſ- 
94 ſive 
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ſive reſignation to the Diſpenſations 


of Heaven. 725 
I am, with great regard, &c. 


LETTER Tu FIFTY-SIXTH. 


My dear Sir, | 
Acknowledge, with a very ſe- 
rious concern, the indeci five and 

ſluggiſh ſpirit of the preſent Admi- 
niſtration. This political temper of 
our leading ſtateſmen was amiable in 
its origin, perhaps pardonable in its 
Progreſs, but is equally unaccounta- 
ble and diſgraceful, to ſay no worſe, 
at this very important period. The 
humanity of the Royal Breaſt, co- 

operating 


1 


operating with the moderate ſpirit 
of his immediate Councils, and the 
general diſpoſition of the Nation, 
produced thoſe lingering meaſures 
in the beginning of the preſent trou- 
bles, which encouraged the inſolence 
of democratic Ambition. If half 
the regiments which have hitherto 
been employed in vain, with a pro- 
portionable fleet, had croſſed the 
Atlantic at the early period of Ame- 
rican revolt, the miſhapen legions 
of Rebellion would have been awed 
into ſubmiſſion, and the numerous 
loyal inhabitants would have had a 
ſtrong-hold to which they might 
have reſorted for protection, inſtead 
of being urged, by the hopes of pre- 
ſerving their menaced property, to 

join 
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join the ſtandard of Rebellion, to 
which, by ſeduction, by habit, or by 
neceſſity, many of them vowed, and 


ſome of them have proved, their 
fidelity. 


This humane diſpoſition of Go- 
vernment towards the Colonies, 
which has proved a fatal error in 
the politics of our day, naturally 
led to another, which aroſe from the 
Placing a confidence in, and draw- 
ing their intelligence from, men, 
ſome of whom, I imagine, were as 
deficient in judgment as the reſt 
were in honeſty ; I mean the Ame- 
rican Refugees, By their ſuggeſtions 
Miniſters were influenced to conti- 
nue the inactive line of conduct, till 

Inde- 
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Independence was thundered in their 


ears, and circumſtances ſeemed to 
announce that Alliance which has 
fince taken place between the natural 
enemies of this country and its re- 
volted ſubjects. Permit me to ob- 
ſerve, that, in the early period of 
this unhappy buſineſs, the Nation at 


large ſeemed indiſpoſed to adopt the 


meaſures of fire and ſword. The 
People, very generally, hoped and 
believed, that the alternate anathe- 
mas and conciliatory propoſitions of 


our Acts of Parliament would have 


anſwered their beneficial intentions. 
of quieting the diſorders. of the Co- 
lonies ; and I verily believe, if, at 
the period to which I allude, 2 


parliamentary motion had been made- 


to, 


— 
— 
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to provide for the ſending a large 


fleet and army, with an active de- 
ſign, to America, that miniſterial 
power would have met with a very 
numerous and reſpectable oppoſi- 
tion: nor would the Humanity of 
the Nation at large have been ſatis- 
fied with a deſign which portended 
the ſlaughter of Britiſh ſubjects; 
while Faction would have lifted up 
its voice againſt it, as being framed 
upon the principle of extending, 
with drawa ſwords and bayonets 
fixed, the powers of Corruption, 
and the influence of the Crown. I 


again repeat, that, at this time, there 


was a very general averſion in the 
- Britiſh Nation from entering ſeriouſly 
into the conteſt ; for, even after the 

Americans 
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Americans had publiſhed their ſepa- 
ration from Great Britain, and hoſti- 
lities were actually commenced, the 
exertions of Britiſh Valout were lan- 


guid, and the Rebels, at lezft on the 


ſea, gained more advantages than 
they have ſince done with the open 
alliance of France and the ſecret aid 


of Spain, When that unnatural 


union took place, the Britiſh Nation 
underwent a pretty general and very 
ſudden change in ſentiments; and 
many of the moſt rational friends of 
America could no longer conſider 


its inhabitants as fellow - ſubjects, 


when they humbly implored the 
ready ambition of France to ſupport 
them in their diſobedience to their 


lawful Sovereign, 


” 


_— — 
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At this period, I muſt acknow. 
ledge that my expectations were 
broad awake to the moſt vigorous 
exertions of the Britiſh Government. 
I did not doubt but the Genius of 
my Country would arife and ſhake 
His ſpear. Alas !—one General was 
appointed upon a principle of Recon- - 
ciliation, and he does not reconcile ; 
—a ſecond is named, and accoutred 
beyond example, for Execution, 
and he executes nothing, A third 
ſucceeds, and new expectations are 
-on the wing. Immenſe expences 
are incurred, the national debt 
enormouſly encreafed, and no ſub- 
ſtantial advantages are obtained. At 
length my patience is almoſt ex- 
hauſted; I begin to view the 
inde- 
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indecifive ſpirit of Miniſtry in a 
criminal light; and, if fome pro- 
miſing ſymptoms of a change in 
their meaſures do not appear at the 
meeting of Parliament, I will re- 
peat what I have now written, and 
much more, in their very teeth. 
The place I hold ſhall not bribe 
me from letting looſe the angry 
ſpirit of my reproach againſt 
them, 


But another ſcene is opening 
that is pregnant with more alarm, 
and may bring on a conteſt more. 
trying to this Nation, than the 
Tranſatlantic Commotions and the 


Ambition of France. TI allude 
to the growing diſcontents of 
| Irel;.n.l. 
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Irtland. Lou muſt too well knou 
that there are, at this moment, 
thirty thouſand independent men in 
arms in that kingdom, who have 
erected their own, ſtandards, and 
are prepared either to repel a fo- 
reign invaſion, or to refit domeſtic 
tyranny... The Triſh have long been 
an oppreſſed people; but Oppreſſion 
has not quenched their, ſpirit, and 
they haye ſeized on the preſent 
favourable moment to demand Juſ- 
tice, 3 nay, if they were to demand 
more than J uſtice, England is not 
in a ſituation to refuſe it. But of 
theſe matters I ſhall ſoon be better 
informed ; and you may be aſſured 
of being the firſt repoſitory of my 
future and more mature opinions. 


This 


Ss 
, 
* 
* 


„ 
This is rather a diſheartening ſubject. 


It demands my utmoſt reſolution to 


look towards the ſtorm which is 
gathering in the Siſter-Kingdom, If, 


however, that can be diſſipated, and 


the bond of peace, which is already 
cracked, be reftored, my fears will 
vaniſh, and I ſhall no longer doubt 
but that Greai-Britain and Ireland, 
in ſpite of American Rebellion, of 


foreign foes, of an indeciſive, timid, 


procraſtinating Miniſtry, and of 2 
noiſy, malicious, hungry Faction, 
will work out their own falvation, 
and cloſe the preſent conteſt with 
added glory. am, & 


LET 
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LETTER Tre FIFTY-SEVENTH. 


WILL endeavcur to obey your 
commands, and, if poſſible, to 
compreſs my unprepared reflections 
into the compaſs of this paper. The 
Oppoſition is reſpectable for rank, 
property, and abilities; but it is 
feeble and unimportant, from the 
narrowneſs of its plans, as well as 
the want of a fincere confidence, 
a firm union, and, as. I ſhrewdly 
ſuſpect, a general political inte- 
grity in the parties that compoſe it. 
They all readily accord in oppoſi- 
tion to the meaſures of Government; 


but differ, not only in the manner, 
| but 


ieee 
but in the time, of exertion. They 
all agree, to go forth againſt the Ene- 
my; but each diſtinct body follows 
its own Leader, and chuſes its own 
mode of attack ; they never unite 
but for the purpoſe of the moment : 
by which means, that ſtrong- com- 
pacted, laſting force, which, directed 
to one point, and at one inſtance, 
would ſcatter alarm through any 
Adminiſtration, is frittered down 
into a variety of deſultory opera- 
tions, which would diſgrace the 
meaneſt mioiſterial apprehenſion. 


The warmeſt friend of Govern- 
ment cannot deny, that, in the 
Minority, there are men of ſound 
Principle and proved Integrity. 

of Uh They 


| TS 
They are, indeed, bur few in number, 
and may be eaſily diflinguiſhed from 

thoſe who are influenced by the dæ- 
mon of diſappointed Ambition, the 
fury of deſperate Faction, and the 
ſuggeſtions of perſonal Rancour, 
It has been a matter of ſurprize to 
many ſenſible, reflecting perſons, 
that the Oppofition did not uſe every 
poſſible means to obtain the aid and 
countenance of Lord Chatham! $ 
abilities, and concentrate, as it were, 
their ſcattered rays in the fecus 0 of 
that great man's character. Under 
ſuch a leader they might have ated 
with effect, and knocked fo loud at | 


' the door of Adminiſtration, as to 
have made every member of it 


tremble, even in the moſt ſeerdr 
and 
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and guarded receſſes of the Cabinet. 
But ſuch a coalition was wholly 
impracticable, even if the veteran 
Stateſman had been free from thoſe 
bodily infirmities which ſo ſeldom 
permitted him of late to ſtep forth 
to any public exertion, If we 
except Lord Camden, there is not 
one of the leading actors of Op- 
poſition, who has not, at ſome time 
or other, calumniated, deceived, 
deſerted, or, in ſome manner, 
miſ· treated this great man. Lord 
$— —e's oratorical Echo made 
his firſt entrance into the Houſe of 
Commons notorious, by flying, as 
it were, at his very throat; and 
yet this man has been proud to 
bear the armorial banner at his 
P 3 funeral. 
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funeral. The firſt day on which 
the Earl of Chatbam took his ſeat 
in the Houſe of Peers, the Duke 
of R— — was forced to bow be- 
neath its reproof for -inſulting him. 
The Duke of G— —, who, to uſe 
his own words, had accepted the 
Seals merely to trail a pike under 
the command of ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a politician, when advanced to an 
higher poſt, turned an angry face 
againſt the leader whom he had 
deſerted, Even the M—— of 
R— — —, when at the head of 
his - ſhort-lived Adminiſtration, was 
vain enough to affect a refuſal 


of Mr. Piti's aſſiſtance. The 


conduct of ſuch men, tho? it might 


| be dn ny could not be entirely 
effaced 
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effaced. from his mind by all the 
ſubmiſſive homage they afterwards 
paid him; and, tho' he may have 
ſince lived with fome of them 
in the habits of occaſional inter- 
courſe, you may be affured, if 
his health had permitted a re-en- 
trance into the public ſervice, 
thot he never would have engaged 
in the views of men whom he 
could not truſt, Ihe Miniſtry, 
| believe, ſent ſomewhat of an 
embaſſy to him, which he treated 
with contempt : and if Lord S——e, 
in an occaſional viſit to Hayes, 
undertook a fimilar buſineſs, on 
the part of Oppoſition, I doubt not 
but the anſwer he received, tho? 
perhaps more foftened, had its 

P 4 conco- 
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the laſt years of his venerable life, 
he ſeemed to ſtand alone; or made 


his communications to no one but 
Lord Camden, whom ö 


— He Jaithful ape among the faith, 
Faithful only be. 


- The grave is now cloſed upon 
that illuſtrious Stateſman, and his 
ſplendid orb is fet for ever. There 
was that in his character which gave 
him a very diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority 
over the reft of mankind. He was 
the greateſt War-miniſter this King- 
dom ever knew; and the four years 
of his adminiſtration form the moſt 
brilliant period that the Britiſh an- 
nals, dr perhaps thoſe of the World, 
. can 
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enn produce. They who aim at the 
his country, by attributing the rapid 
change of national affairs, under his 
adminiſtration, to Chance, and the 
fortunate eircumſtances of the mo- 
ment, muſt be flaves to the moſt 
rooted prejudice, the fouleſt envy, 
or the darkeft ignorance. To the 
more brilliant part of his life, 
Jet me add, that he was a Miniſter 
who deteſted the arts of Corruption, 
ſet his face againſt all court as well 
as cabinet Intrigues, and quitted his 
important ftation with unpolluted 


hands. It is a great national miſ- 
fortune that the mantle of this po- 
litical Patriarch has not been caugbt 


by any of bis ſucceſſors. We are 
not 
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not deficient in men of Genius, and 
both Houſes of Parliament give 
daily examples of Eloquence which 
Rome and Athens never excelled ; 
nevertheleſs, there does not appear 
to be a man in the kingdom with 
that power of underſtanding, depth 
of knowledge, activity of mind, 
and ſtrength of reſolution, - ſufficient 

to direct our harraſſed empire. 
There are many among us, who are 
capable of being ſecond in command, 
and filling all the ſubaltern depart- 
ments with adequate ability; but 
the State as well as the Army wants 
a Commander in Chief. The Trun- 
cheon is become little more than 
an uſeleſs trophy, as an hand fit to 


graſp it is no longer to be found. 
In 
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In bearing my poor teſtimony to 
the Manes of Lord Chatham, I have 
yielded to the impulſe of 'my very 
foul. In this imperfect act of vene- 
ration I can have no intereſt, for 
the object of it is gone where the. 
applauſe of this world cannot reach 
him; and, as I ventured to differ 
from him when alive, and delivered 
the reaſons of my difference to his 
fate, what motive can there be for 
me to flatter him now he is no more ? 
To oppoſe the \ſentiments of that 
venerable Stateſman was an under- 
taking which ſhook my very frame. 
My utmoſt reſolution, ſtrengthened 
by a ſenſe of duty, and the laudable 
ambition of ſupporting what I con- 


. ceived to be right, againſt the 
proudeſt 


8 — 
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.proudeſt names, could not ſuſtain 
me. You, I believe, were preſent, 
when I ſunk down: and became filent 
beneath the impoſing ſuperiority of 
His Abilities : but I did not feel it a 
defeat to be W by him; 


——zec lam 
Tepe ſuit wine, quam contendiſe decorum of. 


LETTER Taz FIFTY-EIGHTH. 


v OUR letter arrived, moſt op- 
portunely, to awaken me from 
the lumbering ennui of a Toilette. 
T was actually in the power of my 
Valet de Chambre, when, it came to 
delight as well as inſtru; me; and 


1 hare N a truce with /pow- _ 
der, 


* 


— 
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Ag hah age lol, 


taneouſly aroſe from my ſituation, 
and may, in its progreſs, produce a 
ſuitable anſwer to your enn 
* | 


bet very important and uner- 
pected eſſects ariſe from the moſt 
trivial cauſes, is to be diſcovered in 
every page of Hiſtory, as well as in 
every line of the paſſing volume of 
Life. Circumſtances, to all appear- 
alice, the moſt inconſequential and 
infignificant, have not -only dipped 
thouſands of pens in the bitter ink 
'of Controverſy, produced infinite 
Envy, Heart-burning, and Calum» 


| "Ys but have alſo turned the Plows 
| ſhare 
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mare and the Pruning-hook into 
weapons of Bloodſhed and Deſtruc- 
tion. ee 


Turning away, with alarm, from 
the ſubject at large, which would be 
little leſs than the Hiſtory of the 
World, permit me to call your at- 
tention to the virulent animoſities 
which have been created, among a 
large and powerful part of man- 
kind, in different ages, by the modes 
of dreſſing the Hair, wearing Beards, 
and weaving Periwigs. It is a Dreſſ- 
ing · room ſubject, and, being arrayed 
in all the ſatin dignity of a robe de 
chambre, I feel myſelf inſpired to 
purſue it. 


It 
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It is not with any view to in- 
* ſtruct you, that 1 mention the great 
veneration *which in former times 
bas been paid to the Hair, but to 
give ſomewhat of order and arrange- 
ment to the weighty matter under 
my immediate confideration. That 
the Trefſes of pious Virgins were 
thought an acceptable offering to 
their tutelary Goddeſs, is well 
known by every claffical ſtudent ; 
nor is it Jeſs an object of common 
literary knowledge, that, among the 
Greeks and Romans, the firſt fruits 
of the human Temples, as well as 
of the Chin, were claimed, with 
great ceremony, - by the altars of 
Bacchus, Neptune, and other pre- 
hiding Divinities. In later times, but 
in 


* 


in the early part of our ærn, (you 
perceive I write as a Chriſtian,) an 
oath was ſuppoſed to demand in- 
 ſtamt conviction, when a man ſwore 

by his Hair; and the act of ſalu- 
tation was never ſo graceful or accept- 
able, as when it was accompanied 

by the plucking an Hair from the 
head, and preſenting it to the perſon 
who was the object of reſpectful 
attention. The offering the Hair 
to be cut, was an acknowledgment 
| off ſovereignty, and an acceptance of 

the offer was coniiucil2 as an aſſu- 
rance of adoption. | The cerf, or 
bondſman, was diſtinguiſhed by the 
| ſhortneſs of his Hair; and the in- 


folvent debtor, on the reſigning 
himſelf to the future ſervice of his 
creditor, 
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ereditor,;preſented the potent ſeiffars, 


whoſe inſtant ſharpneſs e applied 
to his flowing Locks, the marks of 
| that er n poſſeſſed. 


1.9 


Ge Hair being at this petite 
the diſtinguiſhing proof of a Gentle- 
man, and, of courſe, an object of 


great care and attention, became a 


ſubject for pulpit farcaſm-; and reli- 
gious oratory did not fail to make 
the churches echo with the crime 
of Toilette aſſiduity. At length, 
however, ſome of the younger Cler- 
gy, ſighing after the appearance--of 
faſhionable life, ventured upon the 
reigning mode, and gave a new on 


to clerical Cocfure, which was ſoon 


adopted by a long train of their 


Vol. II. Q com- 


. 
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complying brethren.. This ſchiſm 
in Dreſs cauſed the Ecclefiaſtics to 
turn the tide of invective from the 
Lay world to each other, and pro- 
duced a Diviſion in the Church, 
which drew forth, through no ſmall 
period, the retaliating menaces of 
Damnation from the long-haired and 
ſhort-haired Clergy, Saint Paul, it 
ſeems, who, by the perverſions of his 
ſucceſſors, has been the innocent cauſe 
of much uneaſineſs in the world, was 
held forth as having, by apoſtolic 
authority, forbidden his own ſex to 
ſuffer their Hair to fall below the 
ſhoulder, and granted the luxuriant 
Treſſes to flow only as a covering 
for female charms. There ſeems to 


be ſome Taſte as well as Wantonnels 
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in the regulation; but, as 1 do net 
poſſeſs, among my many hereditary 
talents, the qualification to become 
a Commentator on the Sacred Writ- 
| ings, or the Champion of an injured 
Apoſtle, I ſhall take leave of the 
ſubject, and proceed to another ſtum- 
bling · block of offence, and angry 
ſource of controverſy, which the hu- 
man Chin has ſo amply afforded. 


The reſpect which has been ſhewn 
to the Beard, in all parts of the ci- 
vilized, and in ſome parts of the un- 
civilized World, is well known to 
the ſlighteſt erudition ; nay, a certain 
prejudice in its favour ſtill exiſts, 
even in countries were the Razor 
has long be-romnipotent, This 


Q 2 im- 
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impreſſion ſeems to ariſe very natu- 
rally from the habit of aſſociating 
with it thoſe ideas of Experience and 
Wiſdom of which it 15 the emblem. 
It cannot wait upon the Follies of 
Youth ;—its buſhy and deſcending 
honours are not known to grace the 
countenance of early life: and tho 
it may be ſaid, in ſome degree, to 


grow with our growth, and ſtrengthen 


with 'our ſtrength, it continues to 
flouriſh in our decline, and attains 
its moſt honourable form and beau- 


ty, when the Knees tremble, the 


Voice grows ſhrill, and the Pate is 
bare. 


When the bold and almoſt blaſ- 
phemous pencil of the enthuſiaſtic 
Painter 


[ is | 3 =» 29 r hy ms a ©... 


ME = © 


2 


( 24* Y 


Painter has aimed at repreſenting the 
Creator of the World upon the can- 
vaſs, a flowing Beard has ever been 
one of the characteriſtic and eſſen- 
tial marks of the Supreme Divinity. 
The Pagan Jupiter, and the graver 
Inhabitants of Olympus, would not 
be known with This majeſtic orna- 


ment. Philoſophy, till our ſmock- 
faced days, has confidered it as the 
appropriate Symbol of its profeſſion. 
Fudaic Superſtition, Egyptian Wiſ- 
dom, Attic Elegance, and Roman 
Virtue, have been its fond protectors. 
To make it an object of Diſſention, 
and alternately to conſider it as a 
ſen of Orthodoxy or the ftandard of 
Hereſy, was reſerved for the fantaſti- 
cal zeal of the Chriſtian Church. 


Q3 In 
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In more modern times, not only 


provincial and national, but general 
Councils have been convened, Sy- 
nods have been ſummoned, eccleſiaſ- 
tical Congregations and cloiſtered 
Chapters of every denomination 
have been aſſembled, to confider, at 
different periods, the character of 
this venerable Growth of the human 
Viſage. Infinite diſputes have been, 
of courſe, engendered, ſometimes 
with reſpe& to its form, at other 
times in regard to its exiſtence. Re- 
ligion intereſted itſelf, in one age, 
in contending for that pointed form 
to which Nature conducts it: at 
a . ſuccreding period, anathemas 
have been denounced againſt thoſe 
who refuſed to give it a rounder 

| ſhape ; 
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ſhape; and to theſe, other de- 
nunciations have followed, which 
changed it to the ſquare or the ſcol- 
lop. But, while religious Caprice, — 
for Religion, ſorry am I to ſay it, 
| ſeems to be troubled with Caprices, 
quarelled about Form and Shape, 
the diſputes were confined within 
the pale of the Weſtern Church; 
but, when the Beard leſſened into 
Whiſkers, and the Scythe of eccle- 
fiaſtical Diſcipline threatened to 
mow down every hair from off the 
face, the Eaſt founded the alarm, 
and the Churches of Afia and Africa 
took up the cauſe, and ſupported, 
with all the violence of argument 
and remonſtrance, thoſe Honours of 
the Chin that they ſtill preſerve, and 


Q4 to 
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to which the exiſting inhabitants of 
thoſe climates offer up a 3 
incenſe. 


In the Hiſtory of the Gallic 
Church, (for, by ſome unaccountable 
accident, I have ſometimes ſtumbled 
upon a page of eccleſiaſtical ſtory, ) 
the ſcenes of religious comedy til} 
live in deſcription.—For example :— — 
a bearded Biſhop appears at the door 
of a Cathedral in all the pomp of 
Prelacy, and demands inſtallation to- 
the dioceſe to which he ts appointed. 


He is there inet by a troop of beard- 


leis Canons, and refuſed admittance, 
unleſs he will employ the golden 
Sciffars they preſent to him, to cut 


that flowing Ornament from his 
face, 
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face, which they would think 2 
Diſgrace to their own, as well as to- 
the religion they profeſs. This 
fame Hiſtory, alſo, is not barren of 
examples, where the ſturdy Prelate 
| has turned indignant from the diſ- 
graceful propoſal, and ſought the 
enforcing aid of ſovereign Power, 
which has not always been able, 
without much difficulty, to compel 
the reluctant Chapter to acknow- 
ledge a bearded Dioceſan. Others, 
unwilling to riſk or delay the power 
and wealth of an epiſcopal Throne- 


for the ſake of a cumbrous Buſh of 


Hair, have, by the ready facrifice of 
their Beards, been inſtalled amid 
acclamations and hoſannas, as diſ- 


graceful as they were undeſerved. 
. | It 


* . 
1 
— . ——————— — 
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It may appear ſtill more ridiculous, 
but it is no leſs true, that ſome of 
theſe Biſhops have compounded the 
matter with their refractory Clergy, 
in giving up the greater part of 
the Beard, but retaining the growth 
of the upper Lip in the form of 
Whiſkers. The idea of a Biſhop 
en moufaches muſt trouble the ſpirit 
of a modern Chriſtian ; but ſuch 
there have been, who, in the act of 
facrificing to the God of Peace, have 
exhibited the fierce, terrific aſpect of 
a German Pioneer. 


At length, the perſecuted Beard, 
which has been the object of ſuch 
faithful Venerati»n, finds in our 


— quarter of the globe, it we except 
the 


. 


the corner of European Turkey, its 
only aſylum in the Capuchin Cloiſ- 
ter; unieſs we add the caſual pro- 
tection which is given to it by the 
fanatical Jew, or mendicant Her- 
mit. 


The Wig, Peruke, or Periwig, 
with the clerical Tonſure, have been 
the cauſe of as much ecclefiaſtical 
Contention, as the Arian and Atha- 
naſian Schiſms. The laſt century 
experienced all its fury, which would 
not have given way to leſs important 
events, than the Edict of Nantes, and 


the Queſtions of Janſenius. The 


former turned Bigotry to a more en- 
gaging object, and loſt Common- 
fenſe in aſtoniſhment ; while the lat- 


ter 


1. 
ter opened a new vent in the com- 
buſtious volcano of religious Diſ- 
cord. 

The firſt Wig which is mentioned 
in Hiſtory was the hairy Skin of a 
Goat, which the Daughter of Saul 
is related to have employed to ſave 
the life of her huſband. In a ſuc- 
ceeding age, Zenopbon makes men- 
tion of the Periwig of Afyages, the 
grandfather of Cyrus; and deſcribes 
the aſtoniſhment which ſeized the 
Royal Boy on beholding his anceſtor 
ſo majeſtically covered. Suidas and 
Tacitus both bear teſtimony, that 
Hannibal of Carthage wore a Pe- 

ruke, and that his wardrobe was 

turnithed with a very large aſfortment 
28 * 
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of Wigs of all kinds, faſhions, and 
colours, not only for the purpoſe of 
magnificence, but alſo from the po- 
licy which frequently obliged bim to 
change his appearance. 


The Romans, and, in particular, 
the faſhionable Ladies of Rome, had 
great recourſe to falſe Hair. That 
of a white colour was the Yon in 
Ovid's days: and it was imported 
from Germany, where it was com- 

mon. 
Nine tibi captiwo- mittet Germania crines; 

Culta triumt balæ munere gentis eris. 

This courtly and gallant Poet is 
very ſevere upon the cuſtom 3 Mar- 
tial has made it the ſubject of ſeve- 
ral epigrams z and Juvenal charges 


Meſſaling 


ö 


—U UU U——ʒů wu— — — 2 — 


0% 


| Meſſalina with wearing the adſei- 


tious ornament of her head to ob- 
tain concealment m the purſuit of 
her Debaucheries. 'The Ladies of the 
preſent day may, therefore, ſhelter 
themſelves behind the greater extra- 
vagance of the female Romans. The 
latter imported their borrowed Locks 
from a foreign country, while the 
former are contented with the ſpoils 
of Death in their own, and do not 


ſhudder at mingling, with their own 


Treſſes, ſuch as are furniſhed by the 
fatal hand of Diſeaſe in Hoſpitals 
and Infigmaries. 


Louis the Thirteenth of France, 
having loſt his Hair, was obliged to 
aſk, or, as he was King, I ſhould 

: rather 
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rather ſay, command, the comfort- 
able aid of a Periwig; and the 
Neceſſity of the Sovereign cut off all 
the Hair of his faſhionable Subjects. 
Louis the Fourteenth annexed great 
dignity to his Peruke, which he en- 
creaſed to an enormous fize, and 
made a Lion's Mane the object of 
its ſimilitude. That Monarch, who 
daily ſtudied the part of a King, was 
never ſeen with his head uncovered 
but by the Barber who ſhaved him. 
It was not his practice to exchange 
his Wig for a Night-cap, till he was 
incloſed by his curtains, when a Paye 
received the former from his hand, 
and delivered it to him in the morn- 
ing before he undrew them. The 
figure of the great Bourbon muſt, at 

N ; times, 
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times, have been truly ridiculous, 
But of ridiculous figures had I 
lived in the reign of good Queen 
Anne, my thread- paper form and 
baby face muſt have been adorned 
with a full · bottom Periwig, as large 
as that which bedecks the head and 
ſhoulders of RIr. Juſtice Blact tone, 

when. he ſcowls at the unhappy cul- 
prit who is arraigned before him. 


* i, 1 | 3 * — generally 
Known, that there is no ſmall num- 
ber of the Clergy who love a little 
of the ton, as well as the ungodly 
Laymen: the queſtion, therefore, of 
wearing Wigs, with the Form of ec- 
cleſiaſtical Tonſure, became a matter 
of bitter controverſy; and the firſt 
Pelil- Maitre of a Clergyman, who 

| was 


n) 
| was bold enough to appear in a 
Wig, was called Le. Pairiarche des 
Ecclefhaſftigues -emperruquts. At this 


in favour of Periwigs with the 
admirable title of Ab/alom, whoſe 
melancholy fate was cauſed by his 

Hair; and I remember, in the 
humorous Exhibition of Sign» 
Painters, with which I think Bonne! 
Thornton amuſed the Town ſome 
years ago, that he adopted this 
idea, in a repreſentation of tbe 
Jewiſh Prince ſuſpended in mid air, 
as related in Holy Writ, which 
was entitled, 4 Sign for Peruke-Ma- 
ters. Tom Warton of Oxford wrote 
a little Latin jeu d'eſprit on the 


ſubject of Wigs, with their ap- 
Vor. II. R plications 


time was publiſhed the famous book | 


1 
plications "and cke. of whicti' 
concerns me to remember no more 
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than that it poſſeſſed his uſual Lati- 
nity and claflical humour. Hozarth, 
Alſo, ,employed his pencil to id 
che the Full. -bottoms, eſpecially 
the Aldermanic ones, of the laſt 
Coronation, with his accuſtomed 
ſucceſz. But of the Hiſtories that 
relate to this ſubjedt, * the moſt ex- 
traordinar 5. „and which will be 
hardly cedhed by poſterity, is its 
Petition. delivered 7 dhe perke 
makers 9 1 London x bis preſeitt 
PAL * priying g bitt, fot the Bene: 
fit of their Trade, to reſtine the 
Wig | he, bad been pleaſed to Ja) 
age; and. what £949 or the Ri 
dicule as We as li Impudence of 
the 


| A 1 
the; meaſure, I. have been infor- 


clator 3 their pro- | 


re by . 15 
9 th at 3 dera 7 num- 
to 2 pot Avatly oh their 


W. tho” y openly ed 
che facrilegious 4 0 to pſbek that 
ornament . — | the Pate of Sove- 
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In, the Auguſtan age : of "the 
"Roman, Empire, the Wi uſb the 
Satiriſt have, "employed their dif- 
ferent geapons, again the Peron 
attentions. to the Decorations 
the, Hair ; and Seneca, in one of 
his Epiſtles, writes, with blen 
Indignation, |, againſt th the Roman 
_— . be deſcribes in the 

ö and proceſs of our 


R 2 own. 


t 
on Some of the Fathers were 
equally ſevere againſt the female 
coquettes of their time; as theit 
denupeiations ſeem to be more pat- 

ticularly-levelled at the fairer part of 
the Creation. One of them, in par- 


tticular, declares, that they who 


employ their hours in arranging 
their Hair, inſtead of performing 
the Duty gf Chriſtians, ſacrifice to. 
Cos, who is the Goddeſs of Im- 
purity, and to Priapis, who is the 
God of it. If this be true, what a 
more than Pagan Age 0 __—_ 


among us ! | [39] 


„But, to * 
learning bn this ſuliject; 1 muſt 
add the curious teproach of Teriul. 


a 4 


Jon egit tbe bigb Rd. dagen, 


Hair, fo prtevalent in bis day. 


He conclodes bis earneſt addreſs, 


on this ſuzect, to the dies, by 


impreſſing on theit attention the fu- 


cred text; that we cantet make un 


Hair wre or black; or: cauſe rhe feaf# 


addition Jo vu Slature; ind re- 
proaches them on employing the 


_ -above-mentioned arts of the Toi- 
lette to eſſect both theſe purpoſes, 
and thereby giving an expteſs dne 
to the divine Declaration of the 


2 


Pelit· Mlaitreiſnm (excuſe: 2 news» 
fangled word) has exiſted at all 
he in all G add im 

85 every 


— 


— — 


( 258 } $a 
every ſituation. Private Peace: bas 
| been diſturbed by it; and the ſpirit 
of Chriſtiknity has been loſt in its 
contentibns. It ſound its Way into 
the Cloiſſer ; it has accompanied 
the Hermit in his ce Il;z:, and, the 
Hottentot does not eſcape its influ · 
ence: nay, the patriot Roman and 
the hardy Goth have condeſcended 
to become Coxcombs. Thegdoric, 
a well-known Gothic Prince, is 
related to have had an Officer, who, 

when the Barber had finiſhed his 
Beard, was employed to pluck 
every "remaining Hair from his face 

which might interrupt its ſmooth- 
neſs. Cuſur uſed to ſay, that bis 
ſoldiers ſodght better when they 
were a and; according to 
Plutarch, 


— — ' | $5 
— — — — — —ͤ —EqGUà—ä—] — 
0 33 
| 
. 


„ T ' + 
——— bimie# mim of the 
| nation, painted his face /i ¶ he Freneh 
do bot ſuffer the moſt refinedeffeminacy 
of their Toilettes to exrinfjuiſh) their 
gallant ſpirit, and, at the commiahd-of 
their Sovereign, they ruſni from ali the 
filken foftueſs of Lurury, to the hard- 
F 
5 785 303 9 07 

- Whether you will be, of opinion 
wich me, that man is a gits. Maire 
by Nature, or, to expreſs myſelf 
Animal, I cannot tell 3 bat I have, in 
the courſe of theſe reflectiaua. wrought 
myſelf ſo fully into the belief of it, 
that, under the future opetations of 


my Friſeur, ; {hall loekaigt the glaſs 
dn | before 


\ 


r 
e 6 man denden, that he 
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